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Job Listings Calendars Contact Us

Boozhoo Everyone!

I’d like to open this issue of the newsletter by thanking you all for the
overwhelmingly positive reaction to the return of our newsletter. I’m
still getting the hand of this so I can’t quite meet the demands of the
regular edition- YET! However, I did want to say I’m working on it and
it’s my hope that this will be going at a regular schedule soon. 

With that said, I’d like to let you know of a new section coming up in the
upcoming edition. I’d like to have a section in the Newsletter dedicated
to the newborns that have come into the world between issues. So,
starting from this point onward, please feel free to message the Bad
River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa on Facebook images of your
newborn family members, along with their name and anything else
you’d like to say with them. We’d love to feature them in our upcoming
issues!

-Jordan

(Newspaper)

https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/main-entry/babaamaajimoo-mazina-igan-ni
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/careers/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/calendar/
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Speaking with Elders:
For our second issue of Speaking
With Elders, I was fortunate 
enough to speak with both 
Margret (left) and Ella McBride 
(right). Sisters who were born and
raised right here in Bad River. I’d 
like to preface that these ladies 
and I sat and talked for over two 
hours! During which I heard a 
great many stories and tales from
 their lives growing up as well as 
learning about my own family
history. As much as I would like to 
share with you the full interview, 
there was simply so much we talked about that I just wouldn’t be feasibly able to
put it all into a single issue of our newsletter. What I did include are sections that
I believe others would very much enjoy hearing about. On a side note, as my first,
hopefully of many, in person interviews the McBride girls were the picture of
hospitality during our conversation. They really made me feel welcome and at
home in their house which I thoroughly enjoyed. They’ve also helped me learn
just how truly vast a Native American family can be! Truly demonstrating that
there may be some truth to the old joke that everyone is a cousin. 

With all that being said I truly hope you enjoy reading our conversation as much
as I did conducting it. Perhaps down the line I can release the full interview.

-Jordan



Who are you and what’s your
relationship to the Tribe?
M: I’m Margret M. McBride, I’m one of
eight children of George Francis
(Mickey) and Philomene Josephine
Barbano-McBride. 
E: I’m Ella McBride-Tigue and we were
born and raised on the Bad River
Indian reservation. In fact, the home
that were born and raised in is still
standing and that’s where Delphine
Hurd lives. 
Sounds like you had a good sized
family. What was that all like?
E: Like Margret said there were 8 of
us, our grandma was a midwife, our
mom delivered I don’t know how
many babies. Only 2 were born in a
hospital. Our sister Phillis was born in
a hospital in hayward. Our brother
Richard was born here in St Joes in
1948.
M: And Phillis, we called her Baby
Doll, was born in hayward because at
that time Natives couldn’t go to St
Joseph’s hospital here so they
shipped everyone to hayward. You
had to go there for your tonsils and
everything. 
E: Speaking on that, George our
oldest brother, was put on a train and
sent over to hayward to have his
tonsils removed.

M: I was 3 years old when they sent us
to Hayward, and you had to wait until
someone from Odanah came to pick
you up. Ma said when she went down
there to have Baby Doll, since she
couldn’t go here, she said they were
delivering babies, and in the corner
was the guy that was the taxi cab
driver. Him and another guy were in
the corner playing cards in the same
room!
E: And when they came to get them,
they couldn’t leave until they were
done with their card game!
M: Back then too, they never
registered you until later. I was born
in August, but they didn’t actually
register me until November-
December time.
So you said you were born and
raised in Bad River, where exactly?
E: Our oldest brother and sister, were
born up on the white river, that’s
where our grandmother on our dad’s
side lived, she raised our dad because
him mom died when he was around
twelve.
M: Yep that’s where White River and
Bad River meet up.
E: Yep just right up past there. It was a
very peaceful place up there. Then
they started putting houses out there.
They picked the houses they want. 
M: From Old Odanah too.



E: Yeah, they moved the houses that
were out there from Old Odanah. And
at the time there was like a ravine, so
the house that Ma and Daddy got was
put by that ravine, so it had a
basement. There were no other
houses out there at the time and it
was the only one with a basement. 
M: At the time when they moved the
houses that’s when Stern Lumber
company had just flooded up. 
E: There was an old building back
there that belonged to Stern’s and
Daddy bought that for not much, and
he built that garage that’s standing
there. 
M: And the house that Ma and Daddy
bought cost only $700.00 which was
a lot in those days. 
It sounds like you’re pretty
knowledgeable in the family
history. Any tales you want to
share?
E: Our grandma, Sicilia, her first
husband was a Bigboy. His name was
John Bigboy, and his dad was
Gitchigwiiwizens, now what do you
think that means?
Gitchigwiiwizens? That means-
E: Bigboy! His name was
Gitchigwiiwizens, so if you were ever
wondering where your name came
from.
M: And then when Grammy married
him, she came from Red Cliff, her
maiden name was Baker, they put her
on a boat, she had her little satchel
and she- she said she never met him.
She came over on a boat.

M: Yep, a canoe she came over on and
that’s how she got married. From Red
Cliff to Odanah.
What was it like growing up for you
both?
E: It was a beautiful place to grow up.
We lived in a sheltered place; we were
sheltered I want to say. We didn’t
know much about the outside world
to tell you the truth. The only news
we got was on a radio that Daddy had
hooked up to a battery because we
had no electricity or running water.
They didn’t get electricity out there
until they established that new
settlement. We had electricity after
that, but when I was growing up no,
we got our electricity in June of 1956.
M: We had to clear the lines from
Birch Hill to our place, all the way to
Odanah. Yeah, we would go out there
every night after school.
E: Yeah, people took turns clearing it
out so that the REA could go out
there and run the lines. And then you
had to clear coming by all the houses,
there was a lot of work to be done.
And of course, we only had the
pumps for water, and we were lucky
we had the pumps by our house. They
got bathrooms and stuff like that
after the houses were built. What was
that in the late 60’s?



M: Yeah, and then when we had the
outhouse, one day someone knocked
on the door and Ma answered it. By
that time, we had an indoor toilet in
the house, but they wanted to by the
old toilet! She said just make sure you
cover up that hole! I always
remember going down to Marge
Lockers, we had to use her toilet. She
had a two-hole toilet, and she had
flowers and magazines. We used to
have to take turns cleaning the
outhouse with hot water and Lysol.
So, I got an old jar and went picking
some buttercups and dandelions,
Daddy had just gotten some
magazines from town, so I took those
magazines too. That night when
Daddy came home from work, he
came in the house and said, “Who put
those flowers in the outhouse?” I said,
“Well Margey has flowers in
magazines in her outhouse, so I
thought well why can’t we?”
E: Back then, everyone knew
everybody, you know we never had
locked doors. Uncle Mutt was the first
one to get a television. So, we got to
go over there, and they had a little
bitty house.
M: But you had to take turns on it.
E: Yep, you had to take turns, and
they had the TV in their bedroom.

I’m told you have some particular
family honors you’d like to share.
What’s the story there?
E: One thing about the Baker clan,
William Baker, used to deliver the mail
from Bayfield, all the way into
Superior. The post office in Bayfield
was dedicated to him. That’s who the
post office in Bayfield is dedicated to.
On our dad’s side, our great
grandfather, Horace Greely was a
Headsman for Bad River.
M: He was one of the original
Headsman.
E: Yep, he was one of the original
Headsman. He used to take mail by
foot from Odanah to Superior! Can
you imagine? Remember there
weren’t roads like we have now, you
got to think about that, how they did
that by foot! That’s the part that just
blows your mind!
M: And Horace Greely, he was not
only one of the original Headsman,
but he was also one of the original
signers of the treaty of 1854.
Wow, that is awesome!
E: Isn’t it though? There’s just so
much intertwined there, it’s just
amazing. And I actually have his
rocking chair upstairs. 



M: Our great grandfather, Horace
Greely, it was him that was one of the
headsmen. The Bad River Indians had
seven chiefs and each chief had a
headsman. The position of the chief
was hereditary, while the office of the
headsman was appointed. The
Headsman acted as an advisor to the
chief. 
E: And they came from La Pointe,
that’s how they got spread out.
M: And how he got that name, Horace
Greely is that the white people
couldn’t pronounce his Indian name,
so they named him Horace Greely.
E: We used to say, “Yeah my great
grandfather’s name is Horace Greely.”
You know, go west young man go
west.
M: And his Indian name means “Last-
Standing-Feather-That-Stands-In-
The-Wind.” When he died, he was one
of the oldest Indians in Odanah. He
was 80 when he died. 
What do you think is something
that’s changed between living on
the rez now vs when you grew up?
E: Something we didn’t really do
Halloween; it was New Years where
we’d go out and do things among the
community. But St Mary’s would have
a nice party for us every year on
Halloween and those were very well
attended. One year Margret was
dressed as a guy, and they wouldn’t
let her go in the bathroom. Finally,
she had to tell them who she was,
otherwise they wouldn’t let her go to
the bathroom. 

M: Yeah went in the ladies bathroom
and Sister Herbertine came right in
there after me, she said “Boys aren’t
allowed in here!”
E: And the biggest thing too, was on
New Years you’d go around to every
house. Ma would always cook hominy
soup and have pies and everything.
Then you’d go Happy New Year
people. We’d all take a bag and come
home and-
M: And you were never afraid to eat
the things you got. 
E: Yeah, but you’d go to everybody’s
house, and it wouldn’t start until
midnight!
M: And then there were these guys
who’d go around, Muscatel was the
big drink then and these guys would
ask for some of that. Ma would always
say she only has hominy soup and
they’d be all like “Ah we don’t want
that stuff!” and wonder off. Pretty
soon they be coming back asking for
some hominy soup and pie.
E: And you know the one who used to
keep that tradition around was
Tommy O’Conner. He used to go
around to Happy New Year people. I
don’t really know when that stopped
but it was something you did every
New Years. 
M: Yeah you’d take your bag and you
go around house to house, and you
either got a apple, a orange or cookie,
or a popcorn ball. Or they’d offer you
something to eat like soup or pie, and
sometimes it would be all day.



As Tribal Elders, what value do you
find in your Native American roots
that you think everyone else can
benefit from?
E: For me its, knowing who I am.
Where I came from. That’s very
important to me, and I try to pass this
on to my children and I don’t want
them to ever lose sight of that. I think
that is very important for people,
they should want to know, they
should want to know, you know it
wasn’t always peaches and cream all
the time you know, but it’s about
survival. I think that’s important so
that you can pass it on.
M: And I think that the history of
where you came from, you want to
know where you came from and how
it was back then, how it is now, what
the differences are. You don’t want to
lose sight of family, who you are, and
who you belong to, how you fit in with
everyone. I like talking about the old
times and it seems like, I guess
because I took care of Ma all those
years, something will- you know I’ll
hear something and it’s like oh yeah, I
remember that! I can relate those
things to people now on how it was
and all it took was for me to listen.
Like Elle said, it’s not all the good
times either, it was the hard times
too, the good times, the sad times,
the happy times, so hold onto those
cause all of it is important. 

There are those out there that
have Native American roots but
for whatever reason, choose not
to pursue that side of them. Is
there something you’d like to say
to those people?
E: For those out there that do have it
in them, just try doing some research.
You may find that there are so many
amazing people from your tribe that
have done marvelous things that you
don’t know about. I always thought I
was very proud to be a Native
American, especially a Chippewa
Indian from Bad River. I was always
proud of that, wherever I lived or
wherever I went. So I’d just urge
them, if they wanted to find out
anything about something in the past-
there were a lot of bad things that
happened. But you cant dwell on the
bad, you have to go forward. Yeah a
lot of things happened to us, but you
can’t live your life dwelling on just
that because there’s a lot of good too.
M: And then there’s a lot of people
that are Native but don’t want to be
recognized, I don’t know why, maybe
it’s the bad things they’ve heard but
no way do they want to be associated
with that. But a good place to find out
a lot of stuff around here is the
Visitor’s Center, they have this
archive where you can go and look up
a lot of things. We went there once
and gave our dad’s name to them and
we found out so much more about
him that we didn’t know. We even saw
a copy of his draft card!



E: When I saw his signature, I think I
cried. Cause I can still recognize his
signature, but I’d never seen his draft
card. But Margret is right, there’s
always those that even at my age that
didn’t want to be seen as Native
American, why I don’t know. But I
think when we take a look at our
adoption list there are some that are
searching for that- that are getting on
the adoption list each year. Search
for your family!
M: If you’re a descendent from
someone from our tribe then I think
you have the right to be there to
search for your family like Elle said.
They want to belong somewhere. 
The purpose of these interviews is
to give elders such as yourselves
an avenue to get a message out to
the future. Is there anything that
comes to mind that you’d want to
say to the future and your
descendants?
M: Be proud of where you came from.
No matter what, I’m glad that my
great grandparents have a post office
named after them. That they did this
when there was no vehicles, just by
horse. I’m always interested in what
they did, and how that affects us.

E: I think it’s important to keep your
family going. So that if my
grandchildren or my great
grandchildren now look at me, and
can take what they’ve learned from
me to their children and to their
children’s children they will have a
better life. You have to be true to
yourself, and who you are, and I’m a
proud Native American. 
M: As I am. I’m proud to be a member
of Bad River. If you don’t know about
your past generations, then how can
you keep your family going? It’s
almost like you’ll be lost right? Then
the next might be wondering, where
do I belong, where do I fit in? I want
them to know that they will always
belong with Bad River. 



Education Department:

In November, the Bad River Tribal Museum
Director Paula Maday and the Bad River Tribal

Librarian Jennifer Maveety partnered up to create
a display at the Ashland Middle School to

celebrate Native American Heritage Month. The
display includes young adult Indigenous literature,

photographs of Bad River community members
playing lacrosse and ricing, and many Ojibwe

words with their English translations. 











Scattered Sites Home
Project:

Will be building a total of
11 homes in scattered
locations throughout New
Odanah and Aspen Acres.
Will have 4 of the 11
homes installed and
ready this calendar year.
Details on how Tribal
members can apply for
the homes will need to be
brought before Tribal
Council for determination
regarding application and
awarding processes. Will
update community as
soon as decisions are
made.

Supportive Housing Project:
Bad River has partnered
with RT Hawk Housing
Alliance and Beaux
Simone Consulting to
create a 30-unit housing
complex here in Bad
River. Supportive housing
will include regular
services from programs
like social services and
behavioral health. Project
will be built utilizing tax
credits. Currently in the
process of interviewing
prospective architectural
firms to move the project
along.  

At-Risk Elder Home
Restoration Fund:

Currently accepting
applications for home
restoration projects for
elder homes on the
reservation through ARPA-
CAPEX funding. This allows
for individual At-Risk Elders
to apply for up to $20,000
in grant funding for costs
to repair/renovate/restore
their home so it is safe,
sanitary, and secure.
Funding is dependent
upon availability so first
come first served basis.
Great news regarding this
is we now have 50
awarded applicants, so
have met our $1,000,000
funding limit. We have
requested additional
funding so hopefully once
that decision is made at
the funding level we will be
able to continue taking
applications.  

ARPA Projects:
The next four projects were
lumped together through
a contract for design-build
services in order to ensure
we have survey-design-
engineering completed in
a timely manner,

Planning Department:



Old Headstart Building:
Initial direction I was given was
to have the Old Headstart
buildings removed, upon
inspection of the buildings it
became apparent that a
number of programs and
departments still currently
utilize that structure on a
regular basis. Staff at social
services met and requested
that we instead work to make
repairs to the building.
Currently awaiting scope of
work and cost estimates from
our Design/Build team of Miron
Construction and DSGW so we
can move forward with repair
work. No update to this portion
from last newsletter.

RV Park:
Currently working with
Miron/DSGW to create an RV
Park at the casino complex for
customers. Currently RV users
have parking spots available at
the edge of the lot. We would
like to create some green space
for them to use with the
electric hookups 

Youth Building:
Currently working with Paige
Moilanen and Miron/DSGW
to create a new youth
building for use by our now
combined Boys & Girls Club
and Youth Services
programs. New building will
be located next to the New
Headstart and near to the
future expansion of the clinic
pool and gym facilities.
Current Boys and Girls Club
building is too small for any
expansion of services, also
providing a new space
closer to the upcoming
facilities only makes sense
so our youth can have better
access to the new
structures. Idea is also to
sort of mirror the design
ideas being utilized in the
pool/gym areas so that our
children have a sense of
ownership in both structures.
Creating a more inviting
space for our youth will
hopefully encourage greater
participation in services, and
also increase usage of the
new facilities.

 and have everything completed
to give the Tribe the best
possible outcome for each
individual project. Current
direction we are pursuing is to
bid these projects out in a single
RFP so ensure that companies
interested in the bigger projects
are also now required to bid on
the smaller projects. 

and other amenities, make
the experience better and
hopefully extend their stays
here and as such extend their
time on the gaming floor. No
update on this project from
last newsletter. 



MTC Remodel:
Complete resdesign of the MTC
complex is needed in order to
best serve the community.
Working with Miron/DSGW and
Moccasin Trail Manager to find
the best possible use for the
space we have. Focus right now
is an expansion of the C-Store
area in order to provide
necessities for the community
out of a single business rather
than keep operating with
two.More details to come as the
design and pricing moves
further along and we are able to
look at best bang for our buck
with this project.

ATV/Snowmobile Trail:
We have access to a grant from
the State DNR to assist with
building an ATV/Snowmobile
trail. Major obstacle is and has
been crossing of the Bad River.
Will be needing a whole new
bridge structure. Recent
changes to the bridge program
at the BIA allows for us to apply
for a new structure rather than
the previously when we could
only apply for funding 

Cemetery Expansion:
Additional space definitely
needed for the community. Last
funding cycle the grants team
rushed through an application
for a High Priority Projects grant
through the BIA to
accommodate building the
expansion off of the current
layout. Unfortunately we were
unsuccessful in that effort,
mostly due to the short time
frame we were working with to
complete the application. At a
recent DOT Conference I made
contact with officials at the BIA
and have commitments now to
assist in applying again, with a
strong confidence that we can
win the funding needed to create
the new roads and clear the area
for future expansion needs.
Updates will be coming as I
progress along on this project.

Greater activity and exercise is
key for our next generation to
ward of a host of health issues.
Only update for this subject from
last newsletter is we will be
pursuing appropriation funding
through the State to get this
building completed. 

to renovate current structures.
Working on creating a
partnership with the State DOT
to provide technical assistance
for survey/design/engineering on
the new structure. 



Boardwalk:
Applied for a grant through the
DOT to construct a river front
boardwalk/trail along the path
shown in the attached map. Goal
is to improve access to the river
front for our Members, and in
doing so open up a number of
additional areas for fishing
throughout the length of the
trail. There is only one spot along
the path currently "ready" for
anyone to set up a chair and a
pole and throw in a line to start
fishing. With the proposed route
we hope to create a multitude of
places that allow for easy access
for people to be able to enjoy
this past time and hopefully put
some fish in the frying pan.
Boardwalk/gravel trail will
provide as many places as we are
able to design to allow for
boardwalk right along the river's
edge with a railing to lean you
pole on. More details to follow,
fingers crossed we win the grant! 

Biparisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)
funding:

The BIL has flooded Indian
Country with more funding for
transportation than there ever
was in history. We are currently
applying for an opportunity
through DOT to gain technical
assistance called the Thriving
Communities Grant. In a nutshell
once awarded, this gives us
access to a consulting firm that
knows and understands the
incredibly large and complex BIL.
The benefit to Bad River is this
firm can then work with us to
look at what our project ideas
are, and then match them with
the best opportunity in the BIL to
get that project funded and also
to assist us in knowing and
understanding how to win those
grant opportunities. 













CLICK HERE for a downloadable version of the form below

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231012_Blue-Branded-Application-and-Instructions.pdf




Natural Resources Department:











Food Sovereignty:







Bad River Health and Wellness Center:





CLICK HERE for a downloadable version of the document below.
Please fill out and turn into dental asap.

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/20230928_2023-24-permission-slip-form.pdf




CLICK HERE for a downloadable version of the document below

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231004_Bad-River-JobFairInsert-10.11.2023.pdf
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231004_Bad-River-JobFairInsert-10.11.2023.pdf










Small Business News







Bad River Senior Services:





Bad River Family & Social Services:









Bad River Housing Authority:
Now available to off reservation tribal members.



Great Lakes Fish & Wildlife Commission



CLICK HERE for a downloadable version of the agenda

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/20231106_2023-Baraga-Agenda.pdf


Casino News & Events






