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Personal Introduction

Welcome to the Mashkiiziibii
newsletter. 
 
Your source for all the important
news and happenings of the Bad
River reservation for our tribal
community, both on and off rez.

Omaa bi-izhan! Agindaasodaa!
(Come here! Let’s read!)

Boozhoo!

2023OCTOBER
9TH

Job Listings Calendars Contact Us

Boozhoo everyone,

My name is Jordan Bigboy I’m the Media Content Specialist for the Bad
River Tribe and will be taking over our newsletter. I’m a born and raised
resident of Bad River that just moved back home from Chicago after
getting my MFA in Writing from Columbia. The reason that I wanted to
start up this newsletter again was because of a personal interest in
stories from elders. So, from this point onward I’d like to interview as
many elders from our tribe as possible in order to get their stories out
there for the rest of the community. That’s about when someone
suggested that I start our newsletter back up so people that live off rez
can see these stories as well as stay informed of the ins and outs of our
little home. Though I will admit, running a newsletter by myself is a bit
of an undertaking so for the immediate future it may not be a weekly
issue, at least not until I get the hang of this. With that all being said, I
hope you enjoy our newly reestablished newsletter, and hopefully I will
get the chance to speak with more than just a few of you.

-Jordan

(Newspaper)

https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/main-entry/babaamaajimoo-mazina-igan-ni
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/careers/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/calendar/


Speaking with Elders:

This is a segment that I would like
 to continue from this issue on. 
I’d love to sit down with elders 
and speak about their lives, hear
their stories and document them
here in the newsletter. For our
first issue I had the pleasure of
speaking with Barbera Heqet, an
elder who grew up off of the 
reservation and my talks with her
were a joy to listen to. Barbera 
lives in Wisconsin Rapids now, 
and she has taken on something 
of a family historian role. She just recently came to Bad River for her usual
visit with friends and family along with her husband. Our time together was
cut a little short due to time constraints and technical issues, however I can
proudly say that her story is one that I’m glad I was able to listen to for the
hour and twenty minutes we sat together. 

           I sincerely hope that you enjoy reading through Barbera’s story and
perhaps this will inspire you to reach out to me, and we can chat about your
story. With that out of the way please enjoy our inaugural conversation of
Speaking With Elders. 

-J   



Who are you and what’s your
relationship to the Tribe?
Boozhoo Barb, nindizhinikaaz migiizii
nindodem, zhigaagong nindoonjiba. I’m
Barbara Heqet, I’m Eagle clan, I was born
in Chicago. My family is from Bad River
on my mother’s side. I grew up in
Chicago then I lived in Milwaukee for 30
years, and now I live in Wisconsin Rapids. 

So you grew up off reservation?
Yes, never lived on the reservation at all.

What was the lifestyle like off
reservation?
It was a city where the next house was
literally less than six feet away from
ours. There two three story brick
buildings right next door all down the
block. There were lots and lots of people.
Lots of kids growing up. My dad was a
World War II veteran. My mom and dad
were very involved with the VFW, and
that’s what consumed most of their time
when they weren’t working. During my
childhood, most of them were on regular
40+ hour a week jobs. My mom worked
mostly for the federal government in
various jobs. My dad worked not too far
from where we lived at a factory that
made gas stoves. Fortunately, the house
that we were renting had a backyard
where the land lady grew flowers, so at
least I got to see a little bit of greenery.
But it was very important for my family
to get us out of that city as much as
possible.

On the weekend we would usually go out
to the country where my dad had
relatives and to a farm where there was a
big picnic and things like that. I joined girl
scouts, that was really important to me.
My parents wanted me to go to school.
They expected that I would go to high
school and to college, and I did. I
graduated high school with pretty decent
grades. I went to a teacher’s college in
central Illinois. In the summers my family
would go up north to my relative’s house,
that was Kenneth Arbuckle Sr. It was
always entertaining when the family got
together. They played tricks on us, they
did crazy things. One time my dad, my
uncle Ken, and my other uncle tried to
scare us but pretending there was a bat
in the house. They went to the basement
they put on crazy hats, like a baseball
hat, a tennis racket and a football helmet,
and they went after the bat. You know
thinking about it years later I don’t think
there was a bat, I think they just made it
up to get us little girls to scream. My Aunt
Beth bought some land, like a little resort
down in Delta, and that’s where we would
have big picnics every summer when we
went up there. But we’d usually stay in
Ashland at the Arbuckle home. My
parents would not let me go anywhere
unescorted in Chicago because they felt
it was dangerous, but my mother said
that they used to go out deer hunting
with a gang of boys and girls and I could
never imagine doing something like that. 



Growing up off rez, was it easier or
harder building that familial bond
with those who are on rez?
I have never known too many people
from the rez. I went to college, and
worked in Chicago for awhile, and I
decided that my son who was 4 years old
(he’s now 45 years old) that I wanted to
move to Milwaukee. Specifically, because
I found out that there was a program
there to teach native language. What
they were doing was developing some
materials that you could use to teach the
language. And I had just accidentally
discovered these materials and I decided
that I wanted to move to Milwaukee.
Because the price of living was a lot less,
and I knew there were Indian people
there, so I moved when my son was real
young. It was really good there, I did find
Indian people, among which was Roger
Thomas, it turns out there was a whole
story about that, but to make it short he
was my first Ojibwe teacher. He was a
wonderful man, and he’d grown up on the
reservation and he knew my family very
well and that helped me make some
connection with the reservation up here.
But also, people that I started meeting in
Milwaukee, some of which had come
from Bad River, became my friends. But I
still feel like, because I didn’t grow up
there, I don’t really know what that
experience is like. And I’d always joke
that I was a girl scout, and I could camp
out, but I don’t think I could survive on
the rez for two days.

Would you say your experience in
Milwaukee is what led you to
become something of a family
historian. 
Well, that and the fact that my aunt
Mary Jane Arbuckle had already done a
family tree. Now this woman, she
worked full time at the BIA, she ran their
house, she had two kids, and beside that
my uncle had the business there, and
she’d have to do the paperwork and
receipts and that kind of stuff. On top of
acting in the community as well. I don’t
know how she had time to do this but,
one day, she’s sitting and cutting things
out in the paper, and I thought it was
coupons, but it was death notices. I
asked her why she did that and she said:
“Well you know, sometimes I have to
show who’s relative is who in order to
help people get their land. And so that’s
why I cut out obituaries.” She really had
an interest in it. And Any time people
asked her about who was related to
who, and it wasn’t necessarily on bad
river, or even in our region of Wisconsin,
it was from anywhere within 2 or 3
questions she would know who they
were. The family tree and the fact that I
was also a history major in college so
that helped. 



When did you start finding your
value as a Native American? 
I would say that really since I started
trying to learn more about the language,
because there is something just
magnificent about Anishinaabemowin
because-- there’s words that cannot
exist in English. Just the idea of
separating the world into masculine and
feminine as you do in French, and
Spanish, and Italian—we don’t think of it
that way. The idea of animate and
inanimate is totally different. I kind of
wish someone hadn’t used those words
to describe those things. It’s a very
different thought process, and I
appreciate that, and I think it’s
marvelous and wonderful. And the more
I learn, especially how words are put
together, and how words and their word
parts can change, it’s just a marvel to
me. The only thing I regret is that it
literally wasn’t possible to go into the
depths that I’d like to go into now.
Nowadays I forget everything, and it’s
hard for me to learn, so I don’t think I
will ever be fluent, but I did do some
good things. I had an opportunity in
Milwaukee to become an Ojibwe
language for a program that was in the
public schools to teach kids.

Back then every public school might
have 2% of their kids that identify as
Native American, the district was
convinced by people like Roger Thomas
to offer a native American language to
students. So, they found five schools
where the population of native kids was
higher than that average 2%. So, I carried
a suitcase between schools every week,
two or three times a week, and that was
my class. There were multiple ages too, I
had kids from elementary to middle
school. I’d develop songs, so that we
could do it with minimum supplies.
Flashcards, and even hand outs were
hard because I had kids as young as 5
with other kids in the 8th grade. It just
didn’t make sense to develop those
types of things that required a lot of
reading. So, I taught through songs, and I
taught some of them to others that were
studying Ojibwe, and at least one song
that I developed is still being used today.
The idea that you can teach through
singing seems to have caught on. Like a
lot of the different immersion schools
teach through song. The best thing that
ever happened, was one of those little
kids came running up to me at a grocery
store and said, “Oh Mrs. Heqet it’s so
great to see you!” They liked me and I
just loved them. Best job I ever had. But
of course, due to funding concerns, that
job was eliminated. I became a special ed
teacher after that.



Speaking as an elder, would you
personally say that it’s important
that everybody finds value in their
native American roots?
I really do, I really do! The other part of it
is that no matter where you are on your
path of life, we’re seeing how young
people—if they can get attached to their
culture it keeps them from the drugs and
alcohol. And it connects communities
because that is part of what is important.
How our communities have survived
because we had that interdependency,
not only with each other, but within our
community and especially how we treat
nature. Those values are important for
everybody. 

What would you say to those
people that are Native American,
but for whatever reason they’ve
chosen not to investigate that side
of themselves?
You know, Anton Troyer talked about how
there is sort of like a hesitancy in some
way. Of being afraid to ask questions.
Being afraid of not knowing something or
being afraid to step on people’s toes. For
instance, I don’t believe I have an
Anishinaabe name. That is something I
would very much like before I die, but I
never had someone in a position to give
me one. And I know there are people that
pay someone or go to find their own
special person, or people that do
ceremonies for profit, which I think isn’t
right . . . there is hesitancy, I think. And in
some families though, there still is a
prejudice against saying that you’re
Indian.

It’s changing a little bit, but it hasn’t
changed a whole lot, it wasn’t that long
ago when there was the treaty rights
controversy, and we know all the racism
that came out in that time. And it still
comes out. You know, my great
grandmother, was listed on the 1910
census as “Uncivilized,” because her first
language was Ojibwe. She didn’t read or
write in English which is how they
decided if you were civilized or not and
that was only around 100 years ago.
That’s why I think we need to fight to
keep ourselves right because that racism
isn’t gone. 

So, you’d say you’d at least want
them to find out about it? 
I’d want them to try, and I’d like it to be
accessible. I’m not sure how to say this
well . . . It can’t be that you go to a
university, and take a course called “How
to be an Indian 101.” But there has to be
attempts to make sure that kids are
taught about native American history, all
the way through their education, no
matter what background they come
from. And I’m all for that, I think that is
really, really good. I think that all people
should have pride in whatever
background they come from. As a history
teacher I basically threw the textbook
out and told them I wanted them to talk
to the eldest of their family to find out as
much as they can about them and see
what we can do with that information.
Something as simple as putting a map on
the board and posting where everyone
came from, and it turned out we had
people from all over the world in some of
the schools that I taught in, or at least all
over the country. 



I think that helped people really connect
with where they came from, and I think
that’s the way that you start doing that. 

The purpose of these interviews is
to make sure that elders. such as
yourself, have an avenue to get a
message to the future. What would
your message be to the
generations that come after us?
Please know—That I am the seventh
generation of people that thought about
me long ago. That thought about how life
should be and made sure that we would
have a way to survive. They didn’t just
think about themselves. I really
appreciate and am honored that they did
that for me, for my children and my
grandchildren, and I hope you will have
that same sense that people today are
doing the same thing. That you will be
able to pass that on to your children,
your grandchildren, your great
grandchildren and so on. I’ve been taught
that the word for great-grandchild is the
same as the word for great-grandparent,
which is so fascinating because it
includes those seven generations by
doing that. So, I want people to think
about that and realize that you’re not
alone. We’re part of this whole great
thing that happens, and all those
different generations. And I want you to
know that you are loved, and that you are
not alone. 

Miigwech.

If you or someone you know would like to speak with us about their story feel free to reach out to me 
715-682-7121 [ext] 1230 or j.bigboy@badriver-nsn.gov



Education Department



Scattered Sites Home
Project:

Will be building a total of
11 homes in scattered
locations throughout
New Odanah and Aspen
Acres. Currently on track
to have 4 of those
homes installed yet this
calendar year. Details on
how Tribal members can
apply for the homes has
not been finalized yet,
so no update available.

Supportive Housing
Project:

Bad River has partnered
with RT Hawk Housing
Alliance and Beaux Simone
Consulting to create a 40-
unit housing complex here
in Bad River. Supportive
housing will include regular
services from programs like
social services and
behavioral health.
Currently in very early
stages of the project and
more details will be
forthcoming as we move
further along in the
planning process.  

ERFO road repairs:
After the rain events this
year we applied for
assistance through
Emergency Relief for
Federally Owned Roads
program to fix some
damaged roads
throughout the
reservation. We were
approved for repairs on
the following roads:
Bayfront Rd, Abinoojiyag
Rd, Madigan Rd, and Elm
Hoist. Survey, design, and
engineering of those
projects will take place
this winter with
construction happening in
construction season 2024.

Old Headstart Building:
Initial direction I was given
was to have the Old
Headstart buildings
removed, upon inspection
of the buildings it became
apparent that a number
of programs and
departments still currently
utilize that structure on a
regular basis. Staff at
social services met and
requested that we instead
work to make repairs to
the building. Currently
awaiting scope of work
and cost estimates from
our Design/Build team of
Miron Construction and
DSGW so we can move
forward with repair work.

Planning Department



RV Park:
Currently working with
Miron/DSGW to create an RV
Park at the casino complex for
customers. Currently RV users
have parking spots available at
the edge of the lot. We would like
to create some green space for
them to use with the electric
hookups and other amenities,
make the experience better and
hopefully extend their stays here
and as such extend their time on
the gaming floor. 

Elm Hoist Youth Hunting
Camp Restoration:

Contract currently in place to
get renovations completed at
the structure on Elm Hoist to
make the building better suited
for occupation during hunting
season for our youth. Will be
hunting camps for youth set up
and utilizing the building and
land. Really looking forward to
continued and hopefully greater
participation in these
opportunities for our youth. 

C-Store Remodel:
Currently working with Jace
Johnston, Philomena Kebec
and Miron/DSGW to create a
better use of the current
Moccasin Trail complex to
make a better facility for the
community, and also make the
facility a profitable business.
We will be bringing in a
business consultant also to
help us create a plan that
utilizes the space we will have
in the soon to be expanded C-
Store in the best possible way. 

ATV/Snowmobile Trail:
We have access to a grant
from the State DNR to assist
with building an
ATV/Snowmobile trail. Major
obstacle is and has been
crossing of the Bad River. Will
be needing a whole new
bridge structure. Currently
attempting to get partnership
with DOT to assist with design
and engineering so we can
apply for a Federal grant to
build that structure, and will
include a lane on the side for
foot/ATV/Snowmobile traffic.
The second crossing of the
river will also be needed soon
to accommodate traffic flow
during reconstruction of the
current bridge over the river
for the highway. 

Boardwalk:
Currently in planning stages
and applying for funding to
create a boardwalk/walking
trail along the Bad River,
stretching from the White
River Boat Landing to the
Highway Bridge. Will remain
as close to the river as
possible the entire length and
will include as many areas as
we can that is open right to
the river's edge for fishing
access. Hopefully with a
number of areas that have a
boardwalk with a railing also
right at the water's edge. 



Playground at Old Headstart
location:

Currently have been working with
Lynn Wiggins on creation of a
vastly increased playground area
where the old headstart
playground currently sits. We
have a contractor and design
available for what the new facility
will look like (attached). Very
excited to see this project
completed. It will be bigger than
what is known as the Purple Park
in Ashland. Future plans for the
area are to also include a pavilion
like they have at Prentice Park for
families to utilize for birthday
parties and gatherings right next
to the new playground. 

Youth Building:
Currently working with Paige Moilanen and
Miron/DSGW to create a new youth building for
use by our now combined Boys & Girls Club and
Youth Services programs. New building will be
located next to the New Headstart and near to
the future expansion of the clinic pool and gym
facilities. Current Boys & Girls Club building is too
small for any expansion of services, also providing
a new space closer to the upcoming facilities only
makes sense so our youth can have better access
to the new structures. Idea is also to sort of
mirror the design ideas being utilized in the
pool/gym areas so that our children have a sense
of ownership in both structures. Creating a more
inviting space for our youth will hopefully
encourage greater participation in services, and
also increase usage of the new facilities. Greater
activity and exercise is key for our next
generation to ward of a host of health issues.











CLICK HERE for a downloadable version of the form below

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231012_Blue-Branded-Application-and-Instructions.pdf




Food Sovereignty
Here at Food Sov, we’ve been grateful that the frost has held off for so long. It’s
given our long season variety of Oneida white corn a chance to mature as well as our
Cherokee Trail of Tears black beans. We’ve been busy staying on top of the harvest,
putting away tomatoes in the freezer to make sauce later, drying herbs, and more.
We recently dug our red potatoes, and the russets will wait till next week. The high
tunnels give our crops added protection from the cold nights and our winter squash
are still maturing in there. We have a few varieties including Gete Okosomin, Honey
nut, and Black Futsu. Our blue Hubbard’s are very small this year and our compost
pile grew better pumpkins than the ones we planted intentionally. We are gearing up
to glean a bunch of apples soon from the Bayfield orchards soon and look forward to
all thing’s apples – cider, chips, applesauce! We are planning cider making days with
the community so stay tuned for those. We will make cider with the Boys and Girls
Club on the 18th and for the elders at The Elderly Center on the 24th. As always, we
look forward to sharing all this good food with you! The raspberries are a fall
producing variety and still going strong, so we invite you to come U-pick them. We’re
grateful for a bountiful summer and look forward to the slower days to plan next
years gardens and events.





Bad River Health and Wellness Center





CLICK HERE for a downloadable version of the document below.
Please fill out and turn into dental asap.

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/20230928_2023-24-permission-slip-form.pdf




CLICK HERE for a downloadable version of the document below

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231004_Bad-River-JobFairInsert-10.11.2023.pdf
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231004_Bad-River-JobFairInsert-10.11.2023.pdf


Bad River Boys & Girls Club



CLICK HERE for a downloadable and FREE club
membership form.

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231006_NEW-MEMBERSHIP-APP-002.pdf
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231006_NEW-MEMBERSHIP-APP-002.pdf
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231006_NEW-MEMBERSHIP-APP-002.pdf


Bad River Senior Services







Bad River Family & Social Services





Bad River Housing Authority

Now available to off reservation tribal members


