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Tribe loses an icon 

Joseph M. Rose, beloved, respected 

and admired Tribal Elder, loyal son of 
the Ojibwe Nation, educator, conserva-
tionist, eloquent speaker, county board 

member, father, and friend, passed away 
on Tuesday, Feb. 23 of complications of 
COVID-19 at Essentia Health St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Duluth. He was 85. 
  His many friends, on and off the Reser-
vation, will remember Mr. Rose as a 
kind and caring man with a huge heart 
who always stood strong to protect the 
rights of Native Americans. All of his 
life he fought hard against any threat to 
air or water quality that would negative-

ly impact the waters of Lake Superior, 
the Kakagon/Bad River Watershed, or 
Mashkiiziibii – the Bad River Reserva-
tion. 
  He was an icon and patriarch within The 
Tribe, leaving shoes impossible to fill. 
  His Anishinaabe name, Moka’ang 
Giizis, translated to English, was The 
Rising Sun. He was Eagle Clan of the 
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Ojib-

Continued below, on Page 2 
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Greatness of Joe Rose will long be remembered 

Joseph M. Rose 
1935-2021 

Please see full obituary, Page 4 

By Richard J. Pufall 
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we and a member of the Three Fires 
Midewiwin, Grand Medicine Lodge. 
  Mr. Rose was born on April 24, 1935 
in Muskogee, Okla., the son of Carl and 
Mary “Dolly” (Jackson) Rose. When 
his father volunteered to repair naval 
ships in Alaska during the World War 
II, his mother moved her family back to 
Bad River. 
   He majored in biology and secondary 
education at Northland College and 
stayed a fifth year to earn a certification 
to teach high school science and math. 
   After Northland, he spent 10 years 
teaching in South Dakota at schools in 
New Underwood and Piedmont, and in 

Gillette, Wyo. He coached football, 
basketball, and wrestling. He raised 
two children as a single parent, with the 
help of his parents. And he taught full-
time, and earned a master’s degree in 
guidance counseling from Black Hills 
State University in Spearfish, South 
Dakota. 
   In 1970, he came home to Bad River 
and became a homeschool coordinator 
and guidance counselor at Ashland 
High School.  
  Mr. Rose was a well-known and re-
spected educator who established the 
Native American Studies program at 
Northland College in Ashland and 
taught at the school for 38 years. 
  Homer Williams, an Ashland native, 
remembers Mr. Rose fondly both as his 
freshman advisor and professor in 1997
-’98. 
  “As an advisor, he was very atten-
tive,” Williams said. “And he made 
sure I understood what I was looking at 
and he helped me decide if it was right 
for me to come to the school – whether 
I was local or not.” 
   And Williams said, Mr. Rose made 
learning fun, too. 
  “For the classes, he was an excellent 
teacher,” Williams said. “His door was 
always open. If you ever had any ques-
tions, he was very attentive when it 
came to class. We always had a good 
time. The discussions were awesome. 

Joe Rose  
From Page 1 

   Continued below, on Page 3 
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He kept it light. Some of the topics we 
discussed weren’t that light, but he made 
it human. 
  “He was the most personable guy. He 
was always happy in the morning. He 
was always chipper. He was always the 
first to say, hi.” 

   In 2015, the Northland College Alum-
ni Association honored Mr. Rose with 
the Distinguished Alumnus Award. The 
award recognizes alumni who have 
made significant professional and per-
sonal accomplishments that have direct-
ly or indirectly brought recognition to 
Northland College. 
  Richard L. Pufall, the Ashland County 
Board chairman, had been friends with 
Mr. Rose since they played football to-
gether at DePadua High School in the 
1950s. Few people remember Joe Rose 
as Pufall does. In the fall of 1953, Pufall 
was a sophomore quarterback and Joe 
was a stalwart senior defensive nose 
tackle, plugging up the middle of the 
line for the Bruins. 
  “He was tougher than nails,” Pufall 
recalled. “The fact that we played foot-
ball together is why we stayed thick 
through the years. We practiced down in 
the gravel behind the church (St. Ag-
nes). Our practice field was gravel. We 
had some tough nuts back there, and Joe 
was one of them.”  
   Mr. Rose was also a wrestler and sang 
in the school choir, but it was his foot-
ball ability that earned him a scholarship 
to Northland. 
   And as a member of the county board, 
Pufall said his old friend Joe Rose was 
filling another important role. 
  “Everybody liked him,” Pufall said of 
their fellow board members. “He was 
smart. There was a lot of logic behind 
what he said. He was a real asset to The 
Tribe. He really represented The Tribe. 
They’re going to miss the hell out of 
him. I don’t know how we’re going to 
replace him.” 
    From 1988-1990, Mr. Rose led others 
from the six Lake Superior Ojibwe 
bands to defend Ojibwe treaty rights by 
actively exercising their right to spear-

fish in the lakes of the 
ceded territory. In 1992, 
he fought against a pro-
posed garbage incinera-
tor in Ashland and 
against a proposed oil 
and gas test well in Bay-
field County. 
  And he was one of the 
strongest voices in the 
fight against the pro-
posed Gogebic Taconite 
mine and a leading op-
ponent in the efforts to 
get Enbridge Line 5 de-
commissioned. He was a 
representative of Bad 
River to the Voigt Task 
Force and was a spokes-
person for the Wisconsin 
Greens and the 
Chequamegon Alliance 
for Sustainability. 
   He was a friend and an 
inspiration to all – in-
cluding children – past and present. 
  “I’ve known Joe my whole life,” said 
Lynn Mayday-Bigboy, Director of Bad 
River’s Youth Services Department. “He 
was a kind and very knowledgeable 
man. And he shared his knowledge with 
anyone who asked. He was always will-
ing to step up at community events and 
local events. He was someone I will al-
ways admire. 
  “He took an interest in everyone from 
babies to Elders. He was always a very 

kind soul and generous. He will be 
missed.” 
  On Sept. 29, 2019, more than a dozen 
bands of Chippewas gathered on Made-
line Island to celebrate and commemo-
rate the Treaty of 1854. Mr. Rose was 
among them, but his tone was more re-
flective and analytical than celebratory. 
  “The Treaty of 1854 established reser-
vations for the Lake Superior Ojibwe, in 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan. 
And it meant that we weren't going to be 
forcibly removed to the lands further 
west,” he said then. “And there was 
good news and bad news. The good 
news was that we remained on postage-
stamp sizes of our ancestral lands, on 
reservations. But the bad news was that 
the Minnesota Ojibwe gave up millions 
of acres of their land, so it was still an-
other land cession treaty.” 
   After Mr. Rose’s death, Mike Wig-
gins, Jr., Tribal Chairman, posted on 
Facebook a photo, at left, and a brief, 
but heartfelt farewell to the man loved 
by so many: 
  “Our compass point~True North. 
Mokaan Giizis Joe Rose, Sr. Miigwech 
for everything niiji, giigawaabaamin.  

                      
 

Joe Rose 

From Page 2 
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Joseph Martin Rose – Moka’ang Giizis-Rising Sun – began 

his spiritual journey to the land of everlasting happiness on 
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021. A member of the Three Fires Mide-
wiwin, Grand Medicine Lodge, “Joe Sr.” was a teacher, cul-
ture keeper, pipe carrier and treasure to his community 
  Throughout his life, Rising Sun was a shining beacon for 
environmental justice. He was known to fight for what he 
believed in and for what was right. As an environmental 
rights activist, he traveled great distances to speak in opposi-
tion to any potential environmental threat to air or water 
quality that would negatively affect the waters of Lake Su-
perior, the Kakagon/Bad River Watershed, or Mashkiiziibii 
— the Bad River Reservation. 
  Joe was born to his earthly life on April 
24, 1935 to Carl Rose Sr. and Mary 
“Dolly” (Jackson) Rose in Oklahoma. 
When his father volunteered to repair 
naval ships in Alaska during World War 
II, Dolly moved her family back to Bad 
River. “It was a time of kerosene lamps, 
outhouses, and wood heat,” Joe liked to 
tell people. He grew particularly close to 
his grandfather, Dan Jackson, whom he 
credited with teaching him about plants 
and medicines and instilling in him a 
deep respect and strong appreciation for 
the natural world. It was an appreciation 
he would pass on to thousands of young 
people over the course of his life. 
  Joe attended DePadua High School in 
Ashland, where he played nose tackle on 
the football team, wrestled, and sang in 
the school choir. His athleticism earned him a scholarship to 
Northland College, where he played football his freshman 
year. He majored in biology and secondary education and 
stayed a fifth year at Northland in order to pick up a certifi-
cation to teach high school science and math. 
  After graduation, he spent the next 10 years teaching in 
South Dakota at schools in New Underwood and Piedmont, 
and in Gillette, Wyoming, while coaching football, basket-
ball, and wrestling. With the help of his parents, he raised 
two children as a single parent, taught full-time, and earned 
a master’s degree in guidance counseling from Black Hills 
State University in Spearfish, South Dakota. 
  His indomitable spirit brought him back to Bad River in 
1970, where he became homeschool coordinator and guid-
ance counselor at Ashland High School. As an advocate for 
Bad River children, he taught them Native American arts 
and crafts and offered courses about culture. That experience 
prepared him for his next job, developing a Native American 
Studies Program for Northland College. As its inaugural 

director, he created a culture-based curriculum that empha-
sized the connection Ojibwe people have with Lake Superior 
and environmental stewardship. His experiential learning 
courses were memorable for the birch bark canoes, ceremo-
nial lodges, and a round house his students created. Those 
courses inspired the Traditional Ways Gathering, an annual 
summer event he helped create that celebrated flintknapping, 
basket making, beading, and other skills central to Ojibwe 
lifeways. He formed a relationship with the Northern Great 
Lakes Visitor’s Center in Ashland and curated its exhibits on 
Lake Superior tribal history and culture. He was a willing 
participant in the annual Bad River Tribal Youth Media 
workshops, conducting nearly two dozen interviews and 
never turning down an opportunity to share his knowledge 
with young people. 

  From 1988-1990, Joe and others from the 
six Lake Superior Ojibwe bands defended 
Ojibwe treaty rights by actively exercising 
their right to spearfish in the lakes of the 
ceded territory. In 1992, He fought against 
a proposed large-scale garbage incinerator 
in Ashland and against a proposed oil and 
gas test well in Bayfield County. He was 
one of the strongest voices in the fight 
against the proposed Gogebic Taconite 
mine and a leading opponent in the efforts 
to get Enbridge Line 5 decommissioned. 
He worked within the tribe, as a repre-
sentative of Bad River to the Voigt Task 
Force, as an Ashland County Board mem-
ber, and as a spokesperson for the Wiscon-
sin Greens and the Chequamegon Alliance 
for Sustainability. He was a true son and 
lifelong protector of Gitchi Gami. 

  Joe leaves behind his daughter, Mary Jo Rose, and son, Joe 
Dan (Jackie) Rose; five grandchildren: Peter John Halfaday, 
Francine Halfaday, Cory Tutor, Brandon Tutor and Jackson 
Rose; his brother, Carl Rose Jr; and nine great-
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and many friends, all of 
whom he referred to as “a close, good friend of mine.” 
  Joe leaves a legacy of environmental justice. His willing-
ness to educate younger members of the tribe about their 
obligations as stewards of the land created a blueprint for 
defending Bad River’s way of life and ensuring that the 
community will survive and thrive. 
  A walk-through visitation was held at the Bad River Com-
munity Center on Friday, February 26, 2021.  
   Private family services and interment were held on Satur-
day, February 27, 2021.  
  When pandemic restrictions lift, a public celebration of 
Joe’s life will be held later this year. 
  To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of 
Joseph M. Rose please visit the Tribute Store. 

Joseph Martin Rose, Moka’ang Giizis-Rising Sun, April 24, 1935 – Feb. 23, 2021 

https://mountain-funeral-homes-ashland.tributestore.com/?oId=20083222&tag=&source=tco_description&mtph=1
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Joe Rose: A life to be cherished 
For the great people of our world, the rules of life should be 

rewritten. These folks – the givers, the doers, the selfless, the 
caring, the generous, the warm, the friendly, the loving, the 
leaders – should be allowed to live forever. 
  I have only known a handful of people who qualify. My 
Mom was one. Joe Rose was another. But the rules can’t be 
changed. We are born. We live. We die. 
  What we do between birth and death is what 
matters. And no one did more than Joe Rose. 
  This dear man was 85 when he passed away on 
Tuesday, Feb. 23. Like many of you, I was 
stunned, shocked, and deeply saddened. Yes, he 
was 85, but I have never known anyone who was 
more alive. Never knew anyone who still had 

more to give. 
  I could write 100 col-
umns about Joe and nev-
er touch on all the things 
he accomplished and the 
people he helped. So, I 
won’t try.  
  The man was, indeed, 
an icon. And I hesitate to 
use that word because it is too often 
applied to the undeserving. Joe Rose 
was deserving. 
  I knew of Joe when I moved away 
from Ashland in 1974, but I really 
didn’t know of his growing magni-

tude and importance, not only to the Ojibwe Nation, but all 
over this part of the world. When I returned to Ashland in 
2011, I met Joe and was immediately impressed by his 
knowledge, intelligence, and regal but genuine presence. To 
me, if the Bad River Tribe had a rock star, it was Joe. 
  And quite frankly, I was a bit intimated by him. For me, he 
was Tribal royalty, and I was a little kid at his knee. But that 
feeling lasted only seconds, because Joe’s friendly eyes and 

soft voice quickly put me at ease. 
  Those who knew Joe, of course, are abundantly aware that 
he established the Native American Studies program at 
Northland College in Ashland and taught at the school 
for 38 years. To be sure, that will be forever a major part 
of this legacy. 
  Joe once told me that his classes weren’t just for non-
Natives who knew little, but also for Natives who needed 
to know more. 

  I’m sure we all have special memories of this 
man and a slough full of things we will miss. I 
am no different. 
  For me, it was the weekly, unofficial meetings 
we had almost every Saturday morning at the 
Black Cat Coffeehouse in Ashland. We seemed 
to talk about everything over cups of caffeine: 
Tribal history, ricing, working his sugarbush 
for maple syrup, the evils of the Enbridge 
pipeline, our families, baseball, the new truck 
he just bought, and his days as a high school 
football player at DePadua in the early 1950s. 
   Yes, this mild-mannered, soft-spoken man 
was once an immovable, ferocious defensive 
nose tackle. I was just 2 years old, but I like to 
think of Joe, just up 14th Avenue East from 

where I lived, banging heads at Hodgkins Park, where 
DePadua played its games on Saturday afternoons. 
   I remember asking Joe about his playing days. His re-
sponse, with a grin: “I guess I was OK.” 
  Not long ago, before Joe was elected to the Ashland 
County Board, he said to me, “I think I can do some 
good.” 
  He did. He always did. 
  Goodbye, my friend. 

 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

Joe Rose, Sr. 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Wolf kill sadly double the allotment 
  By The Associated Press  

MADISON — Wisconsin hunters 

and trappers killed nearly double the 
number of wolves that the state allot-
ted for a weeklong season, and they 
did it so quickly that officials ended 
the hunt after less than three days, 
according to figures released Thurs-
day, Feb. 25. 
  Nontribal hunters and trappers reg-
istered 216 wolves as of Thursday 
afternoon, blowing past the state ’s 
kill target of 119. The state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources estimated 
before the hunt that there were about 
1,000 wolves in the state. Its popula-
tion goal for the animal is 350.  
  The wolf season began Monday, 
March 22 and was 
supposed to run 
through Sunday, but 
the DNR shut it 
down Wednesday 
afternoon as it be-
came clear hunters 
would exceed the 
target.  
  Hunters and trap-
pers were given a 24
-hour grace period, 
allowing them to 
remain in the field 
until Thursday after-
noon. Hunters and 
trappers also ex-
ceeded their kill tar-
gets in the three pre-
vious wolf seasons 
but never by more than 10 animals.  
  “This is a deeply sad and shameful 
week for Wisconsin,” Megan Nichol-
son, director of the Wisconsin chap-
ter of the Humane Society of the 
United States, said in a statement. 
“This week’s hunt proves that now, 
more than ever, gray wolves need 
federal protections restored to pro-
tect them from short-sighted and 
lethal state management.” 
  DNR officials said nearly 90% of 
hunters used dogs to chase down 
wolves, and fresh snow on Monday 
and Tuesday aided in tracking. The 
state sold 1,547 permits, which 
equates to 13 hunters or trappers per 
wolf in the target number, the high-
est ratio of any wolf season so far.  

  DNR Wildlife Management Director 
Eric Lobner said during a news con-
ference that the large number of 
hunters was difficult to manage but 
that staff were monitoring registra-
tions hourly. Randy Johnson, the 
department’s carnivore biologist, 
said he was checking them every 15 
minutes. 
  At the end of the day Monday, only 
nine animals had been registered. 
Lobner said when he checked at 7 
a.m. Tuesday, 48 animals were regis-
tered. The department announced 
the first management zone closures 
three hours later. 
  “It’s easy at this point in the game 
to say, yeah, maybe we should have 
closed it a little bit sooner,” Lobner 
said. “There were so many unknowns 

about how the season 
was going to play out. 
… How far we went 
over goal was not nec-
essarily our objec-
tive.” 
  Kill totals could 
climb higher. The 
DNR initially set a kill 
target of 200 animals 
but the state’s Ojibwe 
tribes claimed the 
right to 81, according 
to treaty rights. It was 
unclear whether tribal 
hunters and trappers 
would take any 
wolves; the Ojibwe 
regard the wolf as sa-
cred and oppose hunt-

ing it. 
  Dylan Jennings, a spokesman for 
the Great Lakes Indian Fish and 
Wildlife Commission, which adminis-
ters Ojibwe hunting rights, said he 
didn’t have any estimates of how 
many wolves tribal hunters and trap-
pers may have taken, but he said they 
hadn’t met their quota and could 
continue to hunt and trap. He didn ’t 
immediately respond to a follow-up 
email inquiring about how many per-
mits have been issued to tribal hunt-
ers and trappers. 
  Lobner said DNR officials aren ’t 
worried that the wolf population 
overall has been harmed, calling Wis-
consin wolves “very robust.” When 
department officials were planning 

the hunt, they decided that the popu-
lation could sustain between 200 and 
220 deaths and remain stable. 
  Assuming the Ojibwe kill no wolves, 
the department came close to hitting 
that mark, he said.  
  Wolf management has been one of 
the most contentious outdoors issues 
Wisconsin has grappled with in the 
last 20 years. Farmers and rural resi-
dents complain wolves attack live-
stock and pets and insist that hunt-
ing is the only way to control the 
apex predators. Conservationists 
counter that the population is still 
too fragile to support hunting and 
the animals are too beautiful to be 
killed. 
  Then-Gov. Scott Walker, a Republi-
can, signed a law in 2012 that re-
quires the DNR to hold an annual 
wolf season between November and 
February after the Obama admin-
istration removed the animals from 
the federal endangered species list. 
The DNR held a hunt that year and in 
2013 and 2014, and the state ’s kill 
targets were exceeded in each of 
those years. 
  The DNR stopped holding hunts 
after a federal judge restored protec-
tions for wolves in late 2014. But the 
Trump administration removed them 
from the endangered species list in 
January, returning management 
rights to the state and triggering the 
mandatory season in Wisconsin.  
  The DNR had been preparing to 
hold the wolf hunting season in No-
vember, but Republican legislators 
demanded it start before the end of 
February, saying they were afraid 
President Joe Biden would place 
wolves back on the endangered spe-
cies list before November. The Hu-
mane Society of the United States has 
filed a lawsuit seeking to re-list 
wolves. 
  The DNR initially refused to start 
the hunt in February, but hunter ad-
vocacy group Hunter Nation won a 
court order this month forcing an 
immediate start to the season. 
  Plans are still under way for a No-
vember season. Lobner and Johnson 
said the department will have to di-
gest the data from the hunt that just 
ended before considering possible 
kill targets for that season.  
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Angelina Godinez is a young woman 

with a clear career destination in mind. 
And she’s traveling two busy roads to 
reach her goal. 
  You see, this ambitious Bad River Tribal 
member wants to be a dental hygienist. 
And that’s why she is enrolled in online 
courses at Lake Superior College in Du-
luth. And for practical experience, as well 
as a paycheck, she is the newest member 
or the dental office at the Bad River 
Health and Wellness Center. 
  Angelina took time out to talk about her 
new job and career aspirations, not even 
three full days after joining the staff on 
February 16 as a dental assistant. 
  “The duties are setting up the rooms be-
fore patients,” she said. “Greeting patients 
when they arrive. I haven’t really done a 
whole lot yet, since I just started.” 
  With school and a new job, Angelina, a 
2017 graduate of Ashland High School, 
was understandably a little overwhelmed, 
but seemed confident about handling the 
demands of her new life of learning and 
working. 
 For Angelina, every second of every day 
is packed with learning. And she’s ready 
for it all. 
  “I like it so far,” she said. “The day goes 
by really fast. There’s a lot to learn but I 
definitely enjoy the challenge and it’s re-
freshing to get so much new information.” 
  As a dental assistant, Angelina works 
with Dr. Sarha Avendano and Dr. Marc 
Desjarlais. 
  “It’s been lots of learning, but I like it,” 
said Angelina, who lives on the Reserva-
tion. “For me, right now, this is all totally 
brand new to me. I am definitely trying to 
learn on my own as well, just to help me 
be more proficient at my job until I pick 
up the pace.” 
  At Lake Superior College, she is enrolled 
in a two-year program leading to a promis-

ing career. 
  “My goal is to be a dental hygienist,” she 
said. “And that’s what I’m going to school 
for now. I’m just working on my prerequi-
sites for the program. 

   “I’ve wanted to go to school for dental 
hygiene since high school. And I would 
like to stay in the area after I finish school 
to continue giving back to my communi-
ty.”   

Her career road has a sharp learning curve 

By Richard J. Pufall 

  For the Bad River Band 

                                                                                                                           Photo by The Bay City  News Service  

Angelina Godinez has joined Bad River Health and Wellness Center  as a dental assistant. 
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County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 1,174 16 

Bayfield 1,066 19 

Iron 545 20 

Douglas 3,636 26 

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Tracking COVID-19 
  As of this morning,  March 3, there were 28,553,371 cases of COVID-19 in the United 

States, with 512,462 deaths. The first coronavirus case in Wisconsin was reported on 

Feb. 5, 2020. There are no active cases of COVID-19 on The Reservation remaining 

from 178 positive tests. Three community members have died. There have been 

618,307 cases of COVID-19 reported in the state and 7,050deaths. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

In recent weeks, the Bad 

River Health and Wellness 
Center has been working hard 
to get through the established 

tiers to vaccinate the commu-
nity. And they have now 

reached the point in the vac-
cine scheduling for any Bad 

River Tribal member, 18 
years of age or older. 
   “Please call the clinic to 

schedule an appointment if 
you are interested in receiving 

the vaccine,” Tina Gerovac-
Lavasseur, Bad River public 

health nurse, wrote in an 
email on February 25. “We do 
anticipate a large response, so 

please be patient with us as 
we return your calls to sched-

ule your appointment.  You 
can contact Sue Houle at 715-

682-7133 ext. 4343 or Gena 
Jensen at 715-682-7133 ext. 

4342. Again, we appreciate 
your patience as we work to 
vaccinate the community.” 

  Recently, a blast of bad, frig-
id weather hit the southern 

states, causing unexpected 
delays in the arrival of 

COVID-19 vaccine supplies. 
Fortunately, the delay was not 
critical for Bad River. 

   “While the weather in the 
south did create a weekly de-

lay for us, we only had to 
reschedule one clinic,” said 

Pam Feustel, Public Health 
Nurse Supervisor for the 

BRHWC We are back on track 
and receiving vaccines.” 

   In other parts of the country, 
some non-COVID patients with 

serious or moderately serious 
issues are avoiding treatment at 
clinics or hospitals for fear of 

coming into contact with 
COVID patients. That too, is 

not an issue in Bad River. 

  “No, this is not a concern of 
ours at this time,” Gerovac-

Lavasseur said. “Community 
members continue to utilize the 

clinic and our providers contin-
ue to have very full schedules. 

We have screening processes in 
place for anyone who enters the 
clinic, so we are doing our best 

to keep all of the community 
members visiting the clinic 

safe.” 

   As more and more Americans 
get vaccinated, optimism grows 

that the threat of COVID-19 is 
near an end and the country 

might soon reopen to a new 
normal. 

  “This is a question that is bet-
ter suited for community lead-
ers,” Feustel said. “But from 

what we are reading/

Continued below, on Page 9 

Vaccines for all, 18 and older 

BRHWC has 
worked 

through tiers 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/
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understanding, it appears that what 
community and leaders/elected offi-
cials within the country are looking at 
is a certain percentage of individuals 
vaccinated before potentially reopen-
ing and moving toward our new nor-
mal.” 
  For many who have recovered from 
COVID-19 there are still some linger-
ing effects. 
  “It is not uncommon for individuals 
to feel fatigued for a time period as 
well as other mild symptoms after they 
have ‘recovered,’ ” Gerovac-Lavasseur 
said. “If there are lingering effects, 
individuals are referred to their prima-
ry care provider to ensure that there is 
no underlying issues that need further 
treatment.” 
   The situation is slowly improving, 
but anyone diagnosed with COVID-19 
should still follow the established 
guidelines of recovery. 
  “As with any patient who is positive, 
they are initially isolated for 10 days 
from onset of symptoms, or if they are 
asymptomatic, from date of positive 
test,” Feustel said. “If their symptoms 
are not improving during their isola-
tion period, it is extended. Every case 
is different and is individualized based 
on improvement of symptoms.” 
   And even after vaccination, at least 
for the time being, individuals should 
continue to follow the oft-repeated 
CDC guidelines of mask wearing, 
hand washing and social distancing. 
  “Yes, our community members seem 
to be very accepting and understanding 
that they must continue to follow the 
guidelines to fully protect themselves,” 
Gerovac-Lavasseur said. “Education 
continues to be provided regarding this 
on our COVID daily updates as well as 
when they receive the vaccine.” 
   On the national scene, the Food and 
Drug Administration formally ap-
proved Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-
19 vaccine on Saturday, Feb. 27. That 

makes three vaccines now available in 
the United States. 
  The vaccine will be the first to re-
quire one dose instead of two. Ship-
ments are expected to start within 
days, adding to the effort already under 
way to administer millions of doses of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna 
vaccines. 

  “We’re going to use every conceiva-
ble way to expand manufacturing of 
the vaccine — the third vaccine — to 
make even more rapid progress at get-
ting shots in people’s arms,” President 
Biden said on Friday in Houston, 
where he had traveled to showcase the 
government’s latest mass vaccination 
site. 

COVID-19  

From Page 8 
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For the Bad River Band 
 

  Dr. Carole A. Livingston is rejoining 
the BRHWC team as a clinical psy-
chologist.  
  Her first day back was February 22. 
  Carole had worked previously in the 
same position for BRHWC in early 
2020.  
  Carole is licensed as an clinical psy-
chologist in Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
Carole is an enrolled member of the 
Bad River Band of Ojibwe and was 
born and raised on the Bad River Res-
ervation. 
  Carole will report to Robert L. Houle, 
Assistant Clinic Administrator, and will 
work closely with John Sopiwnik in 
Behavioral Health operations and 
Randy Samuelson, Clinic Administra-
tor. 
  A full “New Employee” story about 
Dr. Livingston will appear in the March 
17 issue of “Drum Beats.” 
 

  Keep your home safe  
    during COVID-19 
  When you leave your house for work, to 
run errands, or for any other reason, you 
have a chance of being exposed to COVID
-19 and bringing it back to your home,  
The Bad River Health and Wellness Center 
tells us. 
  The chances of being exposed increase 
when you: 
  ~ Have close contact with other people 
(closer than 6 feet) 
  ~ Spend more time with other people 
  ~ Spend time in crowds (more than 10 
people)  
  ~ Spend time in indoor spaces, particular-
ly if poorly ventilated 
   Keep COVID-19 outside your home! 
When around people who don’t live in 
your home, wear a mask, wash your hands, 
and stay at least 6 feet apart to protect 
yourself and prevent bringing COVID-19 
into your home.  
  If you are feeling symptomatic, even after 

you have had the vaccine, please call the 

clinic to speak to a provider.  

   Why it’s important 
 to follow guidelines? 

  Why is it important that I follow the 
guidelines to prevent transmission such as 
keeping physical distance from other peo-
ple? 
   Spending more time at home is difficult 
and can get boring, but it may help to do 
something you enjoy.  
  This could be reading a book, playing 
games or listening to music. Try to stay 
connected with friends and family every 
day either by communicating with them by 
phone or Internet if you can.  
  At the same time, it is still really im-
portant that you reduce your chances of 
being infected or spreading COVID-19 by 
washing your hands with soap and water 
or alcohol-based hand rub as often as pos-
sible, keeping at least 6 feet from other 
people, and avoiding crowded places. 
  You have the power to make choices that 
could save lives and together we can play 
an important part in fighting COVID-19. 

How long does it take 
for COVID symptoms?  

  If I have been exposed to COVID-19, 
how long does it take to develop symp-
toms? 
  The time from exposure to COVID-19 
to the moment when symptoms begin is, 
on average, 5-6 days and can range from 
1-14 days.  
  This is why people who have been ex-
posed to the virus are advised to remain 
at home and stay away from others, for 
14 days, in order to prevent the spread 

of the virus, especially where testing is 
not easily available.  

 Keep your baby safe, 
healthy during COVID  

   Here are some tips to keep your baby 
safe and healthy during COVID-19. 

  ~ Do not put a face shield 
or mask on your baby. 
  ~ Limit visitors to see 
your new baby. 
  ~ Keep distance between 
your baby and people who 

do not live in your household or who are 
sick. 
  ~Know possible signs and symptoms 
of COVID-19 infection among babies. 
  ~ Bring your baby for newborn visits. 
 

  Improve ventilation 
     in your home  
  Bring as much fresh air into your home 
as possible. 
  ~ Filter the air in your home.  
  ~ Turn on the exhaust fan in your bath-
room and kitchen. 
  ~ Use fans to improve air flow . 
  ~ Limit the number of visitors in your 
home and time spent inside. 
 ~ Wear a mask. 
 ~ Wash your hands often or use hand 
sanitizer. 
 ~ Stay out of crowded places, if possi-
ble.  
 ~ If you are feeling symptomatic, even 
after you have had the vaccine, please 
call the clinic to speak to a provider.  
 

           The Bad River Notebook 

   Send to Notebook: 
Do you have a brief news item for the Bad River Tribal Note-

book? If so, send it to Notebook at:   

                         NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 

Livingston rejoins team at BRHWC 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Eldred Corbine 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara L. Stone 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 
Anne Rosin 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54861 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, financial-

ly stable government; to maintain Tribal Sov-

ereignty; and enable members to progress in-

dividually, toward a more fulfilling life cultur-

ally, spiritually, and economically. 

March 1 
Kate Plucinski 

 
March 2 
Annette Bigboy 
Pete Powless 
Jace Johnston 
Raymond Couture 

 
March 5 
Mike Santana 
Dar Hafeman 

 
March 7 
Dennis Malouf 

  
March 8 
Mary Jo Wolf 
Sam Powless 

 
 

March 11 
Carole Kraft 

 
March 12 
Ron Rufus 

 
March 15 
Jeff Toman 

 
March 17 
Patrick Bigboy 
Michele Davis 
Patti LeMieux 

March 18 
Sue Nichols  

March 20 
Cheryl Neveaux 

March 21 
 Barb Kraft 

 

March 24 
Arnie Bigboy 

 Mike Berlin 

 

March 26 
Rita Pospachalla 

Allen Kappler 

 

March 28 
Marianne LaGrew  

 

March 30 
Viola Neveaux 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in March 

 

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know). 
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For The Bad River Band 

EnTech Solutions, a full-service clean 

energy solutions provider, and its affiliate 
Faith Technologies, an energy expert and 
national leader in electrical planning, have 
partnered with the Bad River Tribe to de-
velop and operate 3 resilient, renewable 
energy microgrids for three of our Tribal 
facilities. The project has been named the 
‘Ishkonige Nawadide Solar Project’ and is 
the first step to a long-term renewable en-
ergy plan. 
  A microgrid operates on power generated 
from solar panels, storing excess energy in 
a battery system to optimize renewable 
energy utilization. When solar power is 
unavailable due to cloud cover or at night, 
the microgrid uses power from the battery 
system or the utility grid, providing unin-
terrupted power. 
  Many will recall that in October 2016, the 
Reservation was without power for days 
following a flood which washed out bridg-
es and roads. Though renewable energy 
was something we had been discussing for 

some time, this disaster 
further spurred us to look 
for ways to prevent future 
loss of electrical power. 
First and foremost, we 
need power resiliency so 
that we can keep our facil-
ities operational in the 
face of loss of electricity 
from the power grid. We 
have also wanted to move 
to more renewable energy 
and protect our natural 
resources. 
  With financial support of 
grant funds from the U.S. 
Department of Energy, the 
Tribe will benefit from 
more reliable power at 
three of our facilities: The Health and 
Wellness Center, Wastewater Treatment 
Plant and Administration Building. The 
facilities will leverage a combined 500 
kilowatts of solar generation and more 
than 1 megawatt hour of battery storage, 
equivalent to powering about 330 homes 

for one hour. EnTech Solutions also devel-
oped an Energy as a Service (EaaS) plan to 
finance the microgrids, which allows us to 
predictably budget energy costs and sell 
excess energy back to the utility, benefit-
ting the tribe and the community. “This is 
a great demonstration of how a private 
company can bring a form of financing to 
a clean energy microgrid system for the 
benefit of a community,” said Charlie 
Fredrickson, EnTech Solutions Vice Presi-
dent of Asset Management. 
  The teams from Bad River and EnTech 
Solutions have created a strong working 
relationship, enabling us to complete step 
one toward energy independence and our 
clean energy goals. 
  “We are excited to be converting our trib-
al buildings to a solar and clean energy 
source, while providing another level of 
resiliency during utility outages,” said 
Daniel Wiggins Jr., Tribal Project Lead. 
  Once the microgrids are up and running, 
EnTech Solutions is providing operational 
management of the microgrids to ensure 
the best possible use of energy. Data gath-
ered from the systems will be shared with 
the Tribe and help us develop the next 
steps for providing clean, resilient power 
to additional facilities on the Reservation. 

Tribe partners with 

EnTech to provide  

resilient energy 

Faith Technologies employees install solar panels on the roof 

of the Tribal administration building. 

 Solar panels were recently installed in Bad River to provide clean energy for the waste  

water treatment facility. 
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                    Stewards of All Creation 
Beautiful new video of our watershed home here in Mashkiziibii.  Please take a few moments to 

enjoy it.  Kudos to Lucy Koivisto and Aurora Conley and so many others who worked on this pro-

ject.  Miigwech.  

 

Wear a mask.  Wash your hands.  Social distance.  Be safe.  

 

Mike Wiggins Jr. 

Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Chairman/ 

Executive Director 

Cell: 715-292-2930 

MikeW@badriver-nsn.gov  

                  Please click on this link to view the video 

 

mailto:MikeW@badriver-nsn.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJxvBRPcRtk&feature=youtu.be
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‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

March 11 
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If you need to contact 
the school … 

   For any parent or students needing to contact the 
school regarding virtual learning, problems with 
Chromebooks or any other assistance, you can contact 
our Home School    Coordinators using the information 
below.  

  Dial direct line: 715-682-7827, then enter extension. 

  Extensions:  
  Myron Burns (LSE)- 3412    

  mburns@sdak12.net 
 
  Faye Maday (AMS)- 2012 

  dnaday@sdak12.net 
 
  Joe Corbine (AHS)- 1011 

  jcorbine@sdak12.net 
 

                     — Stephanie Julian, Education Director 

 

 

 

mailto:mburns@sdak12.net
mailto:dnaday@sdak12.net


March 3, 2021                                                                             Page 25                            

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19 

 within the Reservation 

  In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the 
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable.  In response 
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:   
   
  “The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gam-
ing facility and limited other activities in 
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting 
our tribal community and surrounding areas. 
 
  “Regardless of the State Supreme Court deci-
sion, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-at-
Home’ guidance with the outcome of protecting 
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of 
our public health and medical staff. 
 
  “We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to 
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and 
health of our communities.” 
 
  For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at  http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer.  Miigwech! 

 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
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Admin leave to employees with children in K-12 school system 
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LCO Ojibwe College plans full, in-person re-opening 

 



 

 

Bad River Food Shelf 
Hours 

               

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon 

Friday: 9 a.m.-noon 
 
Anyone needing Food Shelf please 
call ahead before noon, 715-682-
7127.  If there is no answer leave 
a message with a return phone 
number. 
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What’s your story? 

If you know of a good story from the 

Bad River Community that needs to be 

told in “Drum Beats,” just send an email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call  

920-857-4673. 
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2020-2021 Snowplowing Fees 
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Reminder: Bad River is under a  

“Shelter at Home” order! 

 
How do I know if I was exposed? 

 
If you think you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, follow the steps be-
low to monitor your health and to avoid spreading the disease to others. 
You generally need to be in close contact with a sick person to get infected. Close con-
tact includes: 

• Living in the same household as a sick person with COVID-19 

• Caring for a sick person with COVID-19 

• Being within 6 feet of a sick person with COVID-19 for about 15 minutes 

• Being in direct contact with secretions from a sick person with COVID-19 (e.g. be-
ing coughed on, kissing, sharing utensils, etc.) 
If you have not been in close contact with a person who you know had COVID-19, you 
are at low, but not zero risk for infection. Cases of COVID-19 do occur due to commu-
nity spread from people you may not know have COVID-19, which is why hand hy-
giene, wearing a face mask or cloth covering, and social distancing are important pre-
vention measures. 
If you have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 but not in close contact, you can 
continue to go to work or school but you should monitor your health for 14 days and, if 
you become ill, you should stay away from others and contact your health care provid-
er. 
Bad River Public Health will provide support or assistance to help meet the needs 

of individuals who are isolated or quarantined. This may include meeting basic 

needs such as medications, food, and potentially shelter.  

 

The next 2 weeks will be important to protect yourself and family. Please 

continue to follow the guidelines and “Shelter at Home” order.  

Stay Safe & Be Well!! 
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Tribal face-covering requirement 

(Continued on Page 40) 
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(Continued from Page 39) 

(Continued on Page 41) 
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(Continued from Page 40) 
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Isolation/Quarantine Order for the Bad River Community 

(Continued on Page 43) 

Note: The quarantine ordinance puts into place the legal enforcement mechanism if a Tribal member who 
tests positive for COVID-19 refuses to quarantine for the safety of the Bad River Community.  
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(Continued from Page 42) 

(Continued on Page 50) 



 Page 44                                                                            March 3, 2021                             

 

(Continued from Page 44) 

(Continued on Page 45) 
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(Continued from Page 44) 

(Continued on Page 46) 
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(Continued from Page 45) 

        11) What symptoms have you experienced? 

 12) Did you have a COVID-19 test? If so, when? Where were you tested, what were the results? 

 13) Have you had close contact with other community members who are not in your household over 

the last 14 days prior to onset of symptoms? If so, who? 
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Disorderly Conduct Code 

(Continued on Page 48) 
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(Continued from Page 47) 

(Continued on Page 49) 
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Elderly Center 
Menu 
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‘End’ Quote 
  The Zhawenindig Program Services shares this weekly statement. These statements address various 
issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and consider why it was written. 
 

  Watch for the next statement in the March 17 newsletter.  If you have a statement you would like to 

share, feel free. Send to:  Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal lay Advocate, Bad River 
Zhawenindig Program Services 
 

 

“Drum Beats,”  
is the newsletter for the Bad 

River Band of Lake Superior 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

  Drum Beats is circulated   

every other Wednesday 

throughout the year and is 

produced by The Bay City 

News Service of Ashland, Wis. 

Send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 or call 920-857-4673. 

March 11 is the deadline to submit news items for March 17 newsletter 

For the foreseeable future, all meetings are held virtually at 6 p.m.  

 

“You can’t reach for anything new if your hands 
are full of yesterday’s junk.” 
                                                                            ~  be.positive.enjoy.life 


