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Map A.  
Resource Conditions

Treaty & Cultural Resources for the Seventh Generation
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest
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Bad River Band recommends the U.S. Forest Service complete a comprehensive Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) or an Environmental Assessment (EA) prior to making a decision on whether or not to 
reissue a special use permit to Enbridge for continued used of the oil pipeline Line 5 corridor through 
the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest (CNNF).  Such an analysis would need to include an 
evaluation of impacts to Anishinaabe historical sites, Nibi (water), Mashkiki (medicine), Giigoonh (fish), 
Binesheiinh (bird), Ma'iingan (wolf), Migizi (eagle), Aagask (sharptail grouse), Mukwa (bear), and all 
other Awasiinyag (creatures) of the forests.  The following is a collection of maps highlighting a few 
examples of these shared natural gifts.
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Treaty & Cultural Resources for the Seventh Generation
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Map B.  Awasiinyag

Potential Wildlife ImpactsAwasiinyag (anim als/wildlife) are an im portant com ponen t of th e Ch equam eg on -Nicolet National Forest (CNNF), 
and th e cultural lifeways of th e Ojibw e people.  Th e CNNF is with in the boundaries of th e 1854 Ceded Territory, 
w h ich entitles sig natory tribes (including  Bad River Band) to wild harvestin g rig h ts.  Bad River Band is also 
currently involved in th e Aagask (sh arp-tailed grouse) restoration project, with  Red Cliff Band, U .S. Forest 
Service, Wisconsin Dept of Natural Resources, and the Sharptail Grouse Society as partners.  This area is h om e to 
at least one federally listed endan gered species, one th reatened species, and at least six species of concern.  
Both the Bad River Band and th e U SFS have invested too m uch effort into protecting and restoring  wildlife and 
habitat, to not tak e a closer look at th e im pacts th e pipeline h as an d could have on th ese precious sh ared 
resources. 

Binesh iinyag 
Im portant Bird Areas & Stopover Initiative 
 
Bad River Reservation is hom e to a g lobally 
Im portant Bird Area (IBA)- th e Bad River-
Kakagon Sloug h s Com plex-and so is th e 
Ch equam eg on-Nicolet National Forest – th e 
Moquah Barrens.  As IBAs, th ese areas are 
supposed to be left undisturbed as m uch  as 
possible.  Boundaries of IBAs can also be used 
to inform  EISs and EAs.  
 
Another tool th at is useful for developin g a 
com preh ensive EIS or EA are th e datasets 
developed by th e Wiscon sin Stopover Initiative.  
Th ese sites w ere identified by a group of local 
and state bird experts as bein g critical stops for 
m ig ratory birds in the Great Lak es Basin.  Tier I 
sites w ere estim ated to support >10,000 birds, 
Tier II support 1000-10,000 birds per season, 
and so on.   
 
It is recom m ended th at an EIS or EA be 
developed, in order to explore th e various 
possible scenarios th at could result as a 
consequence of renewin g th e perm it for a 
pipeline th roug h  th is internationally recog nized 
bird habitat.  Birds, in Ojibwe culture, are 
m essen gers from  earth  to the spirit world, so it 
is of great im portance to con sider h ow 
installation, continued m aintenance, and all 
poten tial incidents along a pipeline can affect 
their habitat for th e next seven generations. 
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Map C.  Nibi
Water Resources

We tlan ds & Lake s 
The r e  are  five  m ajor w e tlan d type s m appe d in  the  vicinity of 
Enbridge ’s Lin e  5 right-of-w ay through the  CNNF.  Five  
de e pw ate r lake s, in clu din g the  Bladde r Lake  an d the  Barksdale  
Pon ds State  Natu ral Are a, are  w ithin  close  ran ge  of Lin e  5.  
Bladde r Lake  is a tradition al ogaa (w alle ye ) fishe ry, bu t doe s 
n ot cu rr e n tly su pport a large  e n ou gh popu lation  for 
su s te n an ce .  Com bin e d, the se  lake s cove r abou t e le ve n  acre s, 
bu t are  s u rrou n de d by and support othe r rare  an d e nde m ic 
e cosyst e m s.  Associate d com m u n itie s in clu de :  e m e rge n t, 
su bm e rge n t, an d shore lin e  com m u n itie s, m atu rin g re d an d 
w hite  pin e  fore s t, an d ke ttle  bogs.  At le ast e ight e m e rge n t/w e t 
m e adow s are  pre se n t n e arby the  pipe lin e  corridor, an d cove r an 
e stim ate  of 18.5-acre s.  Eve ry w e tlan d com m u n ity supports 
rare  m e dicin e  plan ts that are  on ly fou n d in  the s e  s e n sitive  and 
scatt e r e d habitats.  Change s in  hydrological and biological 
profile  of w ate r re sou rce s can  pre ve n t the m  from  su pportin g 
valu able  e cosyste m  se rvice s. 
 
He adw ate rs 
The  drain age  basin s of five  tribu tarie s of thre e  m ajor str e am s 
that u ltim ate ly drain  in to Lake  Su pe rior are  crosse d by 
Enbridge  Lin e  5 in the  CNNF.  Hill Cre e k an d the  East Fork Iron  
Rive r drain  in to the  Iron  Rive r, a Class I trou t s tr e am .  North Fish 
Cre e k an d He adw ate rs North Fish Cre e k drain in to Fish Cre e k, 
an othe r Class I trou t st re am .  And Whittle s e y Cre e k is an othe r 
Class I trou t s t re am  w ith its he adw ate r s in  the  pipe lin e  corridor.  
The s e  rive rs su pport se ve ral spe cie s of trou t an d salm on.  A 
thorou gh e xam in ation  an d u n de rs tan din g of the  pote n tial for 
the  pipe lin e  an d associate d activitie s to dam age  the se  sacre d 
w ate rw ays an d the  gre at Gichigam i itse lf, is e s se n tial to 
prote ctin g the  re sou rce  for the  n e xt se ve n ge n e ration s. 
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Map D.  Ziiga'andan
Potential Drainages

What if the pipeline ruptured? 
How far would oil travel, in ground water or surface 
water, and what resources would be impacted? 
Potential water, and other liquid, flow paths over land 
are shown in black and red lines emanating from Line 5. 
 
To produce this map, hydrology modeling tools were 
applied to high resolution elevation data.  This data was 
collected via laser pulses (LiDAR-Light Detection and 
Ranging) from a fixed-wing aircraft, but the stories it 
can tell are more important than the means of 
collection (though accuracy is a must).   The hydrology 
tools modeled how water or other liquids could flow 
over the topography of the area, into important 
streams and, eventually, Lake Superior.  
 
This technology was only recently developed and, even 
more recently, available in our region.  Further study 
and analysis of groundwater and surface water flow is 
needed, in order to thoroughly evaluate potential 
impacts of pipeline maintenance and incidents.   Only a 
full EIS or EA can address situations like this, in which 
technology and understanding of the environment have 
improved since the original placement of Line 5. 

Chequamegon Bay

Lake Superior
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