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Fred Pero, Youth Coordinator in charge of the Bad River sports program, is optimistic that 

the pandemic will be defeated and better days lie ahead for The Reservation. 

Youth Sports calls timeout 
Bad River athletes 

pause for COVID-19 

The boys and girls in the Bad River 

Youth Sports Program don’t mind playing 
by the rules. They just want to play. 
   But since March, there has been no op-
portunity to play. The coronavirus pan-
demic, as you might expect, has been the 
reason for the stoppage in sports activities 
on The Reservation. 
   Basketball. Soccer. Wrestling. Lacrosse. 
All shut down. 
  “We were kind of told to stop things be-
cause of the COVID situation,” said Fred 
Pero, the Youth Coordinator in charge of 
the sports program. 
  It was in March that the Bad River gym 
was closed and all sports shut down, with 
the exception of the running program. 
Then in October, the running program was 
halted as well. 
   Pero was born in Ashland and raised in 
Odanah. He graduated from Ashland High 
School in 2002. As a high school athlete 

Continued below, on Page 2 
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he wrestled, ran cross country and 
track, and played basketball. He said 
he studied sports nutrition for a couple 
of years in college. He previously 
worked for Head Start and has been 
running the Youth Sports Program for 
four years. 
  Pero said that he and the other coach-
es in the program maintain contact 
with the young athletes, who number 
as many as 50, by Zoom, an online, 
peer-to-peer software platform. 
  The coaches in the program are Dan-
ny Wiggins, Chili Burns, Tino Road-
house and, of course, Pero. 
  “They get paid, but not very much,” 
Pero said of Wiggins, Burns and Road-
house. “A lot of it is volunteer on their 
own time.” 
   Pero said they volunteer their ser-
vices because they love to coach and 
give back to the community. 
   Pero said Zoom, “is something,” but 
he said this virtual contact with young 
people was not nearly as effective, 
satisfying, meaningful or fun as person
-to-person coaching. 
  “I’m working with Joy (Schelble) 
right now to do some Zoom stuff with 
lacrosse,” Pero said. “Dribbling type 
stuff, where they’re at least doing a 
little bit of something. 
  “Other than that, that’s really all 
we’ve got going on as far as any kind 
of activity, which is why I post stuff on 
that Mashkiiziibii Athletics Youth and 
Tips Website. So, they can go at home 
and do it. So, they’ve got some kinds 
of motivation.” 
  Pero’s supervisor is Lynn Maday-
Bigboy, Director of Bad River’s Youth 
Services Department. He said the ath-
letes in the sports program range in age 
from 3 to 18. 
  Right now, of course, those young 
people are social-distancing, not play-
ing together. 
 “We can’t gather right now,” Pero 
said. “But when do, we do a little bit of 
everything. We can’t do a whole lot 
right now. We’re setting up a lot of 
Zoom activities. Exercise stuff.” 

Sports 
From Page 1 

In March of 2019, 
long before the 

pandemic, the Bad 
River wrestling 

team dominated 
at the Crandon 

tournament. 
Clockwise, from 

above left, Carlos 
Jordan, Garett 

Nelis, Tristan Nelis 
and Preston Delo-

ney all took first 
place honors. 

At right, Tribal 
athletes, enjoyed 

a night of bowling 
and pizza in Iron 

River in January of 
2020.  

                                                                                 Photos courtesy of The Youth Services Department 
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   But the young athletes do reach out to 
him for updates on the status of the 
sports program. 
  “Kids contact me all the time,” Pero 
said. “They want to know when things 
are coming back. ‘Can we do this?’ ” 
   Pero said that the sports shutdown is 
much more difficult for the older ath-
letes. 
  “Especially when you’re a senior in 
high school and you worked all these 
years to accomplish a certain goal and 
now you can’t do that because of what is 
going on,” Pero said.  

  And some of those seniors who had 
college athletic scholarships on the line, 
now have no venue to showcase their 
abilities. 
  “There are a lot of natural athletes out 
here that are very good, competitive kids 
that can do a lot outside of Bad River, 
but with this going on it’s …”  Pero said. 
   Pero was at first gratified and excited, 
then disappointed by the Tribe’s running 
program. 
  “I had this running club going in April 
that made great strides,” Pero said. “We 
had a goal to hit 100 miles by a certain 
point. Most of us would have made it, 
but we got shut down. 
  “We had five or six kids who got to 75 
(miles) or a little over 80. Then we had 
to shut it down and couldn’t compete to 
get those extra miles in. I think they 

would have reached over 100 easily, by 
the time we got done.” 
   Pero loves kids and has three of his 
own: daughters Evaiya, 10; Iyana, 9; and 
son Areeyon, 7. He is upbeat, positive 
and optimistic about the future of the 
Youth Sports Program. 
  “I do see hope,” Pero said. “Hopefully, 
by fall things will start getting back in 
order. But I think during this time it’s 
not a bad idea to get your kids outside, 
walking, running. Just to keep them as 
active as possible. In order to keep their 
mindset right, getting outside and being 
active, in my opinion is the No. 1 thing 
you can do.” 
   But for now, Pero has high hopes for 
an outdoor staking rink that could give a 

                                                                                                                                                                            Photo courtesy of The Youth Services Department 

The Bad River girls lacrosse team, ages 5-18, gathers for a photo in the summer of 2019 at a lacrosse clinic in Minneapolis.  
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See a Bad River Running Club photo on next page 

                                                                                                 Photos courtesy of The Youth Sevices  Department 

 For now, the pandemic has taken all the joy out of boys and girls lacrosse on The Reservation. 

 

 

 

 
 

limited number of kids a 
place to play in a COVID-
19-free environment. 
  “We do have a skating 
rink that we’re working on 
right now, in front of the 
Community Center,” Pero 
said. “Hopefully, it’s up 
and running here pretty 
soon. They can go outside 
and skate and if there’s not 
a real big crowd, they’ll be 
all right.” 
  When the coronavirus 
exits and normal life re-
enters The Reservation, 
Pero said he knows he is 
working the job he had 
been dreaming of for a long 
time. 
  “Absolutely, I love it,” 
Pero said. “It took me a 
while to find out what I 
really want to do. And this 
is it. Once I got into it, I 
knew this is what I wanted 
to do. 
  “If I could give back to 
one kid, and help that kid 
out, that’s a win right 
there.” 
  And Pero sees the Youth 
Program as something that 
offers more than just athlet-
ic competition. 
  “If anybody has any is-
sues, problems, mental is-
sues, or needs to talk to 
anybody, our Youth Pro-
gram is here for that,” he 
said. 
  Pero encourages people 
with questions or an inter-
est in the program to con-
tact him by phone at 715-
292-5204. 

Sports 
From Page 3 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall 
at NewsLetter@BadRiver-
nsn.gov 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

January 28 

                                                                                                                                                                            Photo courtesy of The Youth Services Department 

Fred Pero,  wearing a cap and hoodie on left, was excited about the Bad River Running Club until COVID-19 shut it down in October. 
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Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Eldred Corbine 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara L. Stone 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 
Anne Rosin 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54861 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, financial-

ly stable government; to maintain Tribal Sov-

ereignty; and enable members to progress in-

dividually, toward a more fulfilling life cultur-

ally, spiritually, and economically. 

February 1 
William Ashmun 
 

February 2 
David (Joe) Bates 
 

February 4 
 John Koch 

 
February 6 
Patricia Neveaux 
 

February 9 
Renae Cloud 
 

February 10  
Terri Desjarlait 

February 11 
David Stone, Sr. 
 

February 13 
Gregory Smart 
 

February 16 
Lourace Couture 
 

February 18 
Colleen Goetsch 
Frances Malouf 

 
 
 
 
 
 

February 19 
Thomas Nemec 
Cheryl Pero 
 

February 22 
Russell Corbine  
 

February 23 
Joseph Livingston 
Micheal Stone 
  
February 26 
Louis Plucinski 
 

 February 28 
 Andrew Stafford 
 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in February 

 

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know). 
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County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 1,099 16 

Bayfield 1,002 18 

Iron 448 19 

Douglas 3,435 19 

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Tracking COVID-19 
  As of this morning, January 20, there were 23,980,970 cases of COVID-19 in the 

United States, with 397,149 deaths. The first coronavirus case in Wisconsin was  

reported on February 5, 2020. There are 2 active cases of COVID-19 on The Reserva-

tion remaining from 173 positive tests. Two community members have died. There 

have been 571,268 cases of COVID-19 reported in the state and 5,512 deaths. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

Today, Joseph R. 

Biden, Jr. was to be in-
augurated as the 46th 
President of The United 
States of America. 
  And he got off to an ag-
gressive start last Thurs-
day, when the-then-
President-elect laid out 
a COVID-19 relief pack-
age that he hopes to 
push through Congress 
in the immediate weeks 
after taking office.  
  President Biden’s $1.9 
trillion proposal includes 
$20 billion for a national 
vaccination program, 
$1,400 stimulus checks 
for individuals and rais-
ing the minimum wage 
to $15 per hour. Biden 
has also pledged to pro-
vide 100 million doses of 
the vaccine during the 
first 100 days of 
his administration.  
  “This will be one of the 
most challenging opera-
tional efforts we have 
ever undertaken as a na-
tion,” Biden said of    
vaccine distribu-
tion. “We’ll have to move 
heaven and earth to get 
more people vaccinated, 
create more places for 
them to get vaccinat-

ed, to mobilize more med-
ical teams to get 
shots in people’s arms.” 
  His comments gave 
some solace to a con-
cerned United States pop-
ulace, in the wake of ever-
growing and frightening 
COVID-19 numbers. To 
date, the U.S. leads the 
world in total positive 

tests for COVID-19 
(23,980,970) and deaths 
(397,149). 
   Two weeks ago, Biden 
warned the nation that 
the situation will get 
much worse before it gets 
better. Those recent 
COVID-19 numbers cer-
tainly support that asser-
tion. 

  Outgoing President Don-
ald J. Trump, who was 
recently impeached for a 
second time, has received 
harsh criticism for what 
many say was his incite-
ment of violence at the 
U.S. Capitol building on 
January 6. Trump has al-
so been criticized for 

Continued below, on Page 8 

Biden launches virus fight 
Bad River needs 
 more vaccines 
for COVID-19 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/
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dropping the ball on 
COVID-19, and instead 
focusing on his false, un-
substantiated claims that 
the November 3 election 
was stolen from him. 
  Meanwhile, on the Bad 
River Reservation, Pam 
Feustel, Public Health Nurse 
Supervisor at the Health and 
Wellness Center, was brief, 
but optimistic, when asked 
about enhanced efforts 
against COVID-19 coming 
from the new Presidential 
Administration. 
  “I think we will see an 
increase,” Feustel said. 
  What is certain is that 
the Bad River Tribe, like 
many communities 
around the world, needs 
more doses of the COVID-
19 vaccine. Bad River re-
ceived its first does in mid
-December. 
  “To date we have received 
330 doses of the vaccine,” 
Feustel said. “We were able 
to vaccinate essential front-
line workers and started vac-
cinating elders 75 years and 
older at our last vaccination 
clinic on January 15. We 
will continue to move 
through the Tiers as we re-
ceive vaccinations. No, we 
have not received enough 
doses to begin vaccinating 
the general community.” 
  Of course, people with 
questions and in hopes of 
getting vaccinated, have 
been calling the BRHWC. 
  “We are receiving many 
phone calls from the com-
munity asking to be vac-
cinated,” Feustel said. 
“We tell them that Bad 
River Health and Well-

ness Center will call them 
to schedule an appoint-
ment when the vaccine is 
available. We ask that 
they do not call the clin-
ic!” 
  And some people, for 
various reasons, are hesi-
tant about getting vac-
cinated. 
  “Several have expressed 
concern about receiving the 
vaccine right away,” Feustel 
said. “While it’s understand-
able to be hesitant of a new 

vaccine, there is no need to 
wait. The FDA released 
evaluations confirming both 
Pfizer and Moderna’s vac-
cine is safe and effective.” 
   Recently, Robert L. Houle, 
Assistant Clinic Administra-
tor for the BRHWC, circu-
lated a document to Bad 
River Community members, 
which answers a myriad of 
questions in regard to the 
COVID-19 vaccine rollout. 
  (The complete document 
from Houle can be found 

in today’s newsletter on 
Pages 15-17).  
  “Yes, I think this is very 
important information for 
the community to read,” 
Feustel said. “This infor-
mation was put together 
to help answer questions 
the community might 
have about the vaccine.” 
   As of today, there have 
been 173 positive cases of 
COVID-19 among the 
5,651 tests that have been 
administered in the Bad 
River Community, with 
two remaining active. 
  There have been no new 
deaths from the virus 
since the two that were 
reported in mid-
December. 

COVID-19  

From Page 7 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall   
at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 

                                                                                                                        Photo by Beth Gehred for the Bay City News Service 

The “COVID Cabana,” the indoor testing facility at the BRHWC, has been a busy place during the coro-

navirus pandemic. Here, staffers are at work serving the Bad River Community. 

Q&A 
On the COVID-19 vaccine rollout 

See Pages 15-17 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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For nearly 11 months, frontline medical personnel at the Bad 

River Health and Wellness Center have been battling COVID-19. To 
recognize their efforts and teamwork, Public Health Nurses Pam 
Feustel and Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur had T-Shirts designed, which 
most of the team wore to work on Friday, Jan. 8.  The T-Shirts, 
read, “Frontline Warrior, 2020, Bad River Strong.” (Above, left).  
  And the team posed for this picture in front of the               
“COVID Cabana,” the outdoor testing facility. 
  The team, back row from left: Gena Jensen, Community Health 
Representative; Jennifer Olesen, Nurse Practitioner; Tammie Jonas
-Marsland, Nurse Practitioner; Amanda Pietrocatelli, Certified 
Medical Assistant; Robert Houle, Assistant Clinic Administrator; 
Robin Belsky, Registered Nurse, Clinic Nursing Supervisor; Dr. 
James Dunn. 

  Middle row, from left: Nicole Sederholm, Nurse Practitioner; 
Carol Nickel, Maternal Child Health Nurse/Clinic Registered Nurse; 
Katelyn Sterbenz, Certified Medical Assistant; Tina Gerovac-
Lavasseur-Public Health Nurse. 
  Front row, from left: Pam Feustel, Public Health Nurse Supervi-
sor; Stacy Eilo, Certified Medical Assistant; Dr. Adrienne Laver-
dure; April Jackson, Certified Medical Assistant. 
   “They’re putting themselves out there,” Gerovac-Lavasseur said. 
“They’re right in the face of it. And it means a lot to the communi-
ty. It means a lot to the Clinic staff.” 
  Said Feustel: “We wanted to recognize and appreciate – every-
body has done great – but the frontline who are out here freezing, 
testing … So, it was just our appreciation. We are all Bad River 
Strong. All the hard work is making the community stronger.” 

They’re, ‘Bad River Strong’ 

Photos by the Bay City News Service 
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You need to see this again & again 
Never been one to promote, praise or tout a video that I have 

seen on YouTube. Oh, I do like YouTube and have been a fre-
quent user of its services. But I have never seen anything that 
made me want to shout out to my friends, “Hey, you’ve got to 
see this.” 
  Until now. 
  Recently, I was introduced to a YouTube video titled, 
“Stewards of All Creation.” And yes, it made me want to shout 
out. However, not sure if there’s a need for shout-
ing. Chances are, many or most of you have seen 
the video. 
  And to those folks I say, pass the video along to 
those who haven’t had the pleasure. All people, 
Native Americans, and non-Natives, need to see 
this video. 
   I find myself watching the video at least a couple 
of time as week. For me, it is an uplifting antidote 
for a down moment. 
  The video was produced by the Bad River 
(Mashkiiziibii) Tribe. It is directed and edited by 
documentary filmmaker Kristin Ojaniemi, of 
Paynesville, Mich. in the Upper Peninsula. 
  And while its focus is the people of the Bad River 
community, there is a clear and important message 
to everyone who understands the role of all humans in protect-
ing and preserving our land, water, and air. 
  This video is beautifully and professionally done. The produc-
tion supervisors are Lucy Koivisto and Aurora Conley of Bad 
River. And the video’s “stars” are Tribal members, too, in order 
of appearance: Edith Leoso, Hilary “Junie” Butler, Nick 
Blanchard, Tribal Chairman Mike Wiggins and Stanlee 
Kmiecik. 
   The video begins with small waves on the Great Lake 
Gitchee Gumee gently rolling up on the shore. Then we see the 
face and hear the words of Edith Leoso, who introduces the 
video with a stirring word picture. 
  “Here, in the nest of the thunderbirds, our last stronghold is 
right here,” Leoso says, her voice cracking with emotion. “And 
so, we will protect and defend this place … ’till our last 

breath.” 
  At that point I was hooked and expected to be impressed by 
what was to come in this video. I was not disappointed.  
  Then the video cuts to the voice of Martin Powless, who 
speaks the Ojibwe language with English subtitles. 
  “A long time ago, Anishinaabeg were told to travel to a place 
where food grew on water,” he says. “They traveled from the 
East before they came upon manoomin.” 
   He says more, then finishes with: “In return it’s our job to pro-

tect this place, this place we know as home. Mash-
kiiziibii.” 
   The Tribe, in recent years, has stood strong against 
threats to, “this place,” coming from such commercial 
entities as the Enbridge pipeline. And, in 2010, 
Gogebic Taconite posed a threat to the Bad River 
watershed with its proposed $1.5 billion iron ore mine 
in the Penokee Mountain range. 
  “Until our Tribe, someday, has ownership or at least 
part ownership of the mineral rights … we haven’t 
stopped the mine,” Chairman Mike Wiggins says in 
the video. 
  “Protecting our waterways and our aquifers is rooted 
in a Seventh-Generation ethic. And that is while 
we’re here we are temporary. Part of our responsibil-
ity as Anishinaabeg is to send the things that we’re 
blessed with here and that we’ve inherited with our 

arrival on this planet, to send that stuff into the future for all 
those babies that are still on the way.” 
  The photographic work is beautiful and breathtaking and — by 
itself — is more than worth the 7 minutes and 48 seconds it 
takes to watch this video. 
   The video ends as it begins, with those waves from Lake Supe-
rior washing up on shore and the words of Edith Leoso: 
  “We’ve always been connected to the water … Everything is 
connected here. And it isn’t just here. It’s throughout the Earth. 
And every now and then somebody sort of realizes that.” 
   If you haven’t seen the video, you should. Just click here to do 
so. 
   If you have seen the video, you should see it again. And again. 
And again. … 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJxvBRPcRtk&feature=youtu.be
mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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  The heated, outdoor COVID-19 testing 
shelter has been in place and serving the 
Bad River Health and Wellness Center 
since October 19 in the fight against the 
coronavirus. 
  And now that shelter has a name:  
  “The COVID Cabana.” 
  That name was the creation of Jennifer 
Olesen, a Nurse Practitioner, who submit-
ted her entry and won a naming contest 
conducted by the BRHWC. 
  The contest was open to all nursing staff 
and there were more than 30 entries, ac-
cording to Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur, Public 
Health Nurse. 
  For winning the naming contest, Olesen 
also received a movie-prize basket. 
  The COVID Cabana, a heated, 10-foot, 
by 16-foot structure was purchased at a 
cost of $6,200 from the Gogebic Ontona-
gon Intermediate School District. It sits in 
front of BRHWC and replaces the tent that 
sat behind the clinic. 
  (The COVID Cabana is pictured on   
Pages 8 and 9 of today’s newsletter). 
 

   Vehicle decals, registration, 
          renewals available 

  Vehicle decals for 2022 were deliv-
ered  to Bad River on January 12 and 
anyone who needs registration or re-
newals may call and set up an appoint-
ment with 
Lee Crowe x1500, Amy Gonzalez 
x1505 or Denise Gilles x1242. 
Hours are Tuesday and Thursdays 
1p;m; to 2:30 p.m. 
  For now temporary plates are availa-
ble for those wanting to 
register their vehicle until regular 
plates come in. 

  Cleaning, disinfecting items  

      reduces COVID-19 risk 
  You can reduce your risk of COVID-19 
by cleaning and disinfecting frequently 

touched items and surfaces every day, ac-
cording to information from the BRHWC. 

  These items include remotes, tables, 

counters, light switches, doorknobs, han-
dles, toilets, and sinks.  

  Wear disposable gloves to clean and dis-
infect. If you can see that the item is dirty, 
wash first with soap and water or another 

general cleaner. Then, use a household 
disinfectant to kill germs.  

  Follow manufacturer’s instructions for 
application and proper ventilation to safely 

use the product.  
  For phones or other electronics, follow 
the manufacturer’s instructions for clean-

ing and disinfecting. If no instructions, use 
alcohol-based wipes or sprays containing 

at least 70% alcohol. Dry surface thor-
oughly.  

  And remember to get your flu shot! 

    BRHWC seeks full-time 

       clinical psychologist 
 
The BRHWC is seeking a full-time clinical 

psychologist, who will report directly to 
Assistant Clinic Administrator Randy 

Houle. 
  The position was posted on January 14 
and will remain open until it is filled. 

  The clinical psychologist provides a full 
range of mental health services to children, 

adolescents, adults, and families 
   The clinical psychologist will also serve 

as a consultant to clinic professionals and 
associates within the clinic environment 
and with clinic associates. This position 

will also require clinical supervision of 
staff and programs as needed. 

   Interested candidates should send and 
application ane resume to: The Bad River 

Tribe Attn: Human Resources P.O. Box 39 
Odanah, WI 54861. Application material 

may also be emailed to: HRmanag-

er@badriver-nsn.gov, HRassis-
tant@Badriver-nsn.gov. 

 Daily tips to care for yourself 

        during COVID-19 
 

   Care for yourself one small way each 
day, is the message from the health profes-

sionals at the BRHWC. 
  Take breaks to reland unwind through 
yoga, music, being outside, or enjoying 

hobbies. 
  Find new ways to safely connect with 

family and friends, get support, and share 
feelings. 

  Take care of your body and get moving to 
lessen fatigue, anxiety, or sadness. 

   
    Bad River looks to hire 
     Tribal Roads Manager 
  
  The Bad River Tribal Operations Depart-
ment is seeking a Tribal Roads Manager. 
  The position is fulltime at an hourly rate 
of $22-$24. 
  The job became open to the public on 
January 15 and closes at 4:30 p.m. on Jan-
uary 29. 
   The Tribal Roads Manager is responsible 
for all functions, tasks, and duties related 
to the Tribal Roads Program management 
for the entire Tribal transportation network 
within the tribal land and surrounding ar-
eas/community. 
  The Tribal Roads Manager will work 
closely with other vested transportation 
entities (State, DOT, BIA, FHWA, etc.) to 
accomplish coordinated regional and 
statewide transportation planning, as it 
relates to the Tribal network and program.  

           The Bad River Notebook 

   Send to Notebook: 
Do you have a brief news item for the Bad River Tribal Note-

book? If so, send it to Notebook at:   

                         NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 

Testing shelter has a name: ‘COVID Cabana’ 

https://www.dsacommunityfoundation.org/four-directions-scholarship-fund-for-native-students
mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Continued below, on Page 55 

                     COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout 

         Q&A: From the Bad River Health 

& Wellness Center 

Question & Answers 
Can my spouse receive a vaccine if we both live 

on the reservation however my spouse is not a 

Bad River Tribal member but a member of 

another federally recognized tribe? No, the 

authorization and approval for administering the 

COVID-19 vaccines was under the authority of 

the Indian Health Service and approved for Bad 

River Tribal members located within the service 

area of Ashland and Iron counties.  

 

I am a member of the BR Tribe however I do not 

work for the tribe and I do not live on the Res-

ervation. I am an essential worker such as a 

food service handler, teacher, work directly 

with the public. When can I receive a vaccine? 

(What if I live in Bayfield or Douglas county? 

What if I drive up from Milwaukee or Minne-

apolis or Chicago, can I receive the vaccine?) If 

you reside in Ashland or Iron county ONLY and 

you are a member of the Bad River Tribe you are 

eligible to receive the COCID-19 vaccination. 

You will be contacted by a member of the 

BRHWC staff using the tiered method as men-

tioned in this Q&A to determine when you will 

be eligible to receive your vaccination(s). 

 

If I am on the CDC approved tier to receive a vac-

cine (for instance I am age 68 and a Tribal 

member) can I just show up at the clinic and 

expect to receive a vaccine? No, you will be 

called by Public Health or a member of clinic 

staff to inform you when you are eligible to re-

ceive the vaccine at which time a date and time 

will be established via appointment. Eligibility 

has been established as any Bad River Tribal 

member who resides within the service area of the 

BRHWC which is Ashland and Iron counties.   

 

What is comorbidity medical conditions and how 

do I prove that I have one of these conditions, 

so I am eligible to receive the vaccine? Exam-

ples of comorbidity medical conditions are; dia-

betes, heart disease(s), COPD, asthma, cancer(s), 

kidney diseases (dialysis), hyper tension (blood 

pressure), lung infections such as (pneumonia or 

sepsis), etc.  

 

If I recently received a flu vaccination or shingles 

shot will I still be able to receive the COVID-

19 vaccination? It depends on when you received 

other vaccines. Generally, if you received other 

vaccinations within 14 days of the date you are 

offered the vaccine you may be turned down until 

the 15th day has expired from any one of these 

vaccinations.  

 

If I have contracted COVID-19 previously, for 

example 2-3 months ago can I still receive the 

vaccine? If so, when? It depends. For most peo-

ple, the answer is “yes”. However, if during your 

Continued below, on Page  16 
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infection with the virus you received treatment 

in the hospital via infusion (bamlanivimab anti-

body IV) you will NOT be able to receive the 

vaccine until 90 days have passed from receiv-

ing this infusion treatment. Also, if you recently 

received any other vaccine such as the flu vac-

cine and others within 14 days of being offered 

the vaccine you will need to wait until the 14 

days have passed in order to schedule to receive 

the COVID-19 vaccine. Therefore, it will be 

very important to inform the BRHWC staff who 

are calling you to schedule your vaccine to re-

mind them you have been previously infected by 

the COVID-19 virus so they can assess your 

ability to safely obtain the first dose of vaccine.   

 

Will I receive some form of documentation to 

show I received the vaccination? Yes, you will 

receive a “card’ showing the date you were vac-

cinated, location of vaccination, signature from a 

medical staff member and your name. It is very 

important to keep this card in a safe place. If you 

happen to loose your card please notify the 

BRHWC as soon as possible so they can con-

firm your information and provide you with a 

replacement card. 

 

How/when will I be notified to come back to the 

clinic to receive my second shot? Just as you 

were notified to come in for the initial vaccina-

tion you will be notified anywhere between 21-

28 days from your last vaccination by the 

BRHWC staff to make an appointment for your 

second vaccine. If you do NOT hear from them 

after 30 days from your first vaccine, please call 

the clinic to make an appointment based upon 

current availability of vaccine supplies.  

 

What if I have the flu bug, or a recent/current 

illness or medical procedure such as surgery. 

Will I still be able to receive the vaccine? You 

will need to disclose this to the BRHWC Public 

Health official prior to agreeing to being vac-

cinated and it is strongly advisable to contact 

your primary care provider (doctor) to review 

your situation prior to getting vaccinated.  

 

How do I know if I am an essential worker un-

der the guidelines for receiving the COVID-

19 vaccination? Your immediate supervisor or 

program Director will be able to confirm if you 

are considered as a essential worker under the 

COVID-19 vaccination roll-out.  

 

Am I required to get the vaccine as a condition 

of my employment? What if I refuse? If you 

are an employee of the Bad River Tribe you will 

NOT be required to receive the vaccine. Howev-

er, this is subject to change. If you do not work 

for the Tribe but work for a different employer, 

you will need to check in with your employer on 

their policy on this.   

 

What happens if for whatever reason I do not 

get the second dose of the vaccine? While it is 

strongly advisable to receive both doses in ac-

cordance with CDC guidelines, this is subject to 

potential change as this is currently the directive 

being taken in the United Kingdom (England). 

However, the manufactures of both vaccines 

have shown in their initial studies which have 

been approved by the FDA/CDC that a second 

dose will provide over 90% efficacy to the 

chances of you NOT being infected again by the 

COVID-19 virus; therefor it is highly advisable 

for everyone who received the first dose to get 

the second dose.   

 

 

 

Q&A 

From Page 15 

Continued below, on Page 17 
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I am deathly afraid of needles. Can I get the vac-

cine via a nasal spray like I did once for the flu 

vaccination?  No, not at this point in time. There 

is no nasal administered COVID-19 vaccines; 

current application is via needle injection only, 

usually in the arm.  

 

I am a woman who is pregnant or currently 

breastfeeding; is it safe and/or advisable for 

me to receive the vaccine?  None of the COVID-

19 vaccines have been studied specifically in 

pregnant or breastfeeding individuals.  Based on 

how vaccines work, experts believe they are un-

likely to pose a specific risk for people who are 

pregnant. However, the actual risks of vaccines to 

the pregnant person and her fetus are unknown 

because these vaccines have not been studied in 

pregnant women.  

 

How does the COVID-19 vaccine work in our 

bodies to protect us from the virus? The 

COVID-19 vaccine is based on a new science 

using a modified messenger RNA (mRNA) which 

is genetic material our cells use to read proteins. 

Specifically, the vaccine contains the mRNA of 

what's known as spike protein, which is located 

on the surface of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and is 

what it uses to invade host cells. The novel coro-

navirus uses spike protein like a key to gain entry 

to our cells; once inside, the virus is free to repli-

cate, making us sick. The vaccine works by 

breaking that key. When the vaccine enters the 

body, the immune system recognizes the mRNA 

in it as foreign and begins producing antibodies 

that target the COVID-19 spike protein. Later, if 

you’re exposed to the SARS-CoV-2 virus, the 

body will already have antibodies that fight that 

spike protein on hand, and the virus won’t beo 

able to get inside your cells or infect you. 

 

Please explain the Tier 1-A, Tier 1-B system etc. 

in determining who will be receiving the 

COVID-19 vaccination. The Bad River 

BRHWC/Public Health is following the  recom-

mendations from the CDC regarding who should 

be vaccinated first. However, in recognition of 

our tribal sovereignty this process has been 

amended and approved by our Tribal Council. 

Here are the approved Tiers:  

Tier 1A:  

Critical Healthcare Personnel and front-

line workers 

Tier 1B:  

Frontline essential workers: EMT, law 

enforcement/police officers, trans-

portation, and those jobs which have 

direct contact with the public, who 

have a higher risk of contracting the 

virus and spreading it to others  

Bad River Tribal members aged 75 years 

and older & traditional language 

speakers 

Tier 1C: 

Elders aged 55-74 years 

Individuals with chronic illnesses or 

with specific comorbid medical con-

ditions 

Other essential workers  

*Eventually the goal is to vaccinate ALL Bad River Tribal 

members who are eligible to receive the COVID-19 

vaccine and who agree to be vaccinated.  

 

 

Q&A 

From Page 16 
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                    Stewards of All Creation 
Beautiful new video of our watershed home here in Mashkiziibii.  Please take a few moments to 

enjoy it.  Kudos to Lucy Koivisto and Aurora Conley and so many others who worked on this pro-

ject.  Miigwech.  

 

Wear a mask.  Wash your hands.  Social distance.  Be safe.  

 

Mike Wiggins Jr. 

Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Chairman/ 

Executive Director 

Cell: 715-292-2930 

MikeW@badriver-nsn.gov  

Please click on this link to view the video 

mailto:MikeW@badriver-nsn.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJxvBRPcRtk&feature=youtu.be
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Administrative leave for employees 

with children in K-12 school system 
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‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

January 28 
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If you need to contact 
the school … 

   For any parent or students needing to contact the 
school regarding virtual learning, problems with 
Chromebooks or any other assistance, you can contact 
our Home School    Coordinators using the information 
below.  

  Dial direct line: 715-682-7827, then enter extension. 

  Extensions:  
  Myron Burns (LSE)- 3412    

  mburns@sdak12.net 
 
  Faye Maday (AMS)- 2012 

  dnaday@sdak12.net 
 
  Joe Corbine (AHS)- 1011 

  jcorbine@sdak12.net 
 

                     — Stephanie Julian, Education Director 

 

 

 

mailto:mburns@sdak12.net
mailto:dnaday@sdak12.net
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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19 

 within the Reservation 

  In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the 
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable.  In response 
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:   
   
  “The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gam-
ing facility and limited other activities in 
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting 
our tribal community and surrounding areas. 
 
  “Regardless of the State Supreme Court deci-
sion, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-at-
Home’ guidance with the outcome of protecting 
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of 
our public health and medical staff. 
 
  “We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to 
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and 
health of our communities.” 
 
  For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at  http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer.  Miigwech! 

 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
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LCO Ojibwe College plans full, in-person re-opening 

 



 

 

Bad River Food Shelf 
Hours 

               

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon 

Friday: 9 a.m.-noon 
 
Anyone needing Food Shelf please 
call ahead before noon, 715-682-
7127.  If there is no answer leave 
a message with a return phone 
number. 
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What’s your story? 

If you know of a good story from the 

Bad River Community that needs to be 

told in “Drum Beats,” just send an email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call  

920-857-4673. 
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2020-2021 Snowplowing Fees 
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Elderly Center 
Menu 
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Boozhoo, from the Bad River Health & Wellness AODA Program 

 I’d like to share a few helpful suggestions 
to help you through the day 

While we are back at work we are remembering to social distance, wear masks, wash hands, 
and to include our relatives/family/friends that are home and in the community. Miigwetch 

for reading and please share  
Possible things to do to while at home. Possible things to help others to prevent substance 

abuse. 
Make crafts, beadwork, knitting, art work, planting, gardening, etc. 

Meditate, make time for prayer and thought 
Listen to music, learn to play an instrument, sing, hum 

Whistle (remember to whistle while you work) 
Daily reading, read positive quotes, affirmations 

Do breathing exercising, breath in, breath out, allow your lungs to do the work 
Spend time with positive people in positive environments 

Self-prayer, self-smudging, asema offering 

Be mindful of negative words and thoughts. Don’t allow words to control or keep you feeling 
down. We have been told tomorrow or moments of the future is unknown, try and lift your 

spirit, we only have one chance for this life. Somedays we can only handle day by day, or mo-
ment to moment. Make the best of it! 

If I can help or find someone, you’re comfortable with please call 
Penny Charette: Cultural Liaison/AODA Support Staff @ 715-682-7133 ext. 4353 

If your struggling with alcohol/substance abuse, the Bad River AODA Program is offering a 
virtual       on-line meeting, and social distancing office visits 

We can help you find a sponsor if your struggling 

 If you would like to talk or meet with an AODA Counselor, or Peer Specialist, please call the Bad 
River AODA Program @ 715-682-7863 to set up an appointment 

We are in this together 
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Reminder: Bad River is under a  

“Shelter at Home” order! 

 
How do I know if I was exposed? 

 
If you think you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, follow the steps be-
low to monitor your health and to avoid spreading the disease to others. 
You generally need to be in close contact with a sick person to get infected. Close con-
tact includes: 

• Living in the same household as a sick person with COVID-19 

• Caring for a sick person with COVID-19 

• Being within 6 feet of a sick person with COVID-19 for about 15 minutes 

• Being in direct contact with secretions from a sick person with COVID-19 (e.g. be-
ing coughed on, kissing, sharing utensils, etc.) 
If you have not been in close contact with a person who you know had COVID-19, you 
are at low, but not zero risk for infection. Cases of COVID-19 do occur due to commu-
nity spread from people you may not know have COVID-19, which is why hand hy-
giene, wearing a face mask or cloth covering, and social distancing are important pre-
vention measures. 
If you have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 but not in close contact, you can 
continue to go to work or school but you should monitor your health for 14 days and, if 
you become ill, you should stay away from others and contact your health care provid-
er. 
Bad River Public Health will provide support or assistance to help meet the needs 

of individuals who are isolated or quarantined. This may include meeting basic 

needs such as medications, food, and potentially shelter.  

 

The next 2 weeks will be important to protect yourself and family. Please 

continue to follow the guidelines and “Shelter at Home” order.  

Stay Safe & Be Well!! 
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Tribal face-covering requirement 

(Continued on Page 46) 
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(Continued from Page 45) 

(Continued on Page 47) 
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(Continued from Page 46) 
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Isolation/Quarantine Order for the Bad River Community 

(Continued on Page 49) 

Note: The quarantine ordinance puts into place the legal enforcement mechanism if a Tribal member who 
tests positive for COVID-19 refuses to quarantine for the safety of the Bad River Community.  
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(Continued from Page 48) 

(Continued on Page 50) 
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(Continued from Page 49) 

(Continued on Page 51) 
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(Continued from Page 50) 

(Continued on Page 52) 
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(Continued from Page 51) 

        11) What symptoms have you experienced? 

 12) Did you have a COVID-19 test? If so, when? Where were you tested, what were the results? 

 13) Have you had close contact with other community members who are not in your household over 

the last 14 days prior to onset of symptoms? If so, who? 
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Disorderly Conduct Code 

(Continued on Page 54) 
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(Continued from Page 53) 

(Continued on Page 55) 
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(Continued from Page 54) 
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Continue on Page 58  

Apply by CLICKING HERE 

https://spiritaligned.org/the-fellowship-circle-three/
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Continue from Page 57 
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‘End’ Quote 
  The Zhawenindig Program Services shares this weekly statement. These statements address various 
issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and consider why it was written. 
 

Watch for the next statement in the February 3 newsletter.  If you have a statement you would like to 

share, feel free to:  Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal lay Advocate, Bad River Zhawenin-
dig Program Services 
 

 

“Drum Beats,”  
is the newsletter for the Bad 

River Band of Lake Superior 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

  Drum Beats is circulated   

every other Wednesday 

throughout the year and is 

produced by The Bay City 

News Service of Ashland, Wis. 

Send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 or call 920-857-4673. 

Jan. 28 is the deadline to submit news items for Feb. 3 newsletter 

For the foreseeable future, all meetings are held virtually at 6 p.m.  

 

“When pain knocks on the door – wise ones breathe deep 
and say “Come in. Sit down with me and don’t leave until 

you’ve taught me what I need to know.” ~ Momastery 


