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2020: The year in pictures
It has been a year everyone wants to forget, but
few will. The coronavirus pandemic spread
illness and death to all corners of the world,
including the Bad River Reservation.
But Tribal members valiantly soldiered on — as
these photos, over 8 pages, attest — staying positive and making the best of a bad situation.

Carole Kraft, great niece
of Chief Bender.

Photos courtesy of the
Bad River Band & by The
Bay City News Service.

Chief Bender

Jennifer
Toribio-Warren
Executive Director
of the Bad River
Housing Authority.

Jingle dress dancers pray in the casino parking lot.

Merry Christmas!

At Easter, the Elderly
Center provides 101
bag lunches and baskets for those in need.
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2020: The year in pictures

Bodhi Wherley, 3, homeschool
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2020: The year in pictures

Bad River Warrior Preston Oja dances at the Health Fair.

Preston Oja

Stanton is the Tribe’s Economic Development Coordinator.

Hiedi-Beth Burns is the manager
of the Zhawenindig Program Services.
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2020: The year in pictures

Ojibwe language

Paige Wiggins
Ojibwe language

Ashley Stone, FFHV Program Manager.

Dr. Sarha Avendano
Dentist

Beth Gehred
Grant writer
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2020: The year in pictures

Lera Hephner
Ojibwe language

Stephanie Julian
Education Director

Kozee Decorah
Lost sister

Lynn Maday-Bigboy
Director of Youth Services
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2020: The year in pictures

This Tiny Home is near completion on Evergreen St.

Jack Corbine
Ojibwe language
During COVID-19 only our feathered friends
enjoyed being cooped up.
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2020: The year in pictures

Annalee Spencer, age 3.

Registered Nurse Robin Belsky, left, and Family Nurse Practitioner Jennifer Olesen, say hello before
stepping into the heated COVID-19 testing shelter at the Bad River Health and Wellness Center.
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What a Relief!

Photos courtesy of the Bad River Band

Some of the team that disbursed 1,273 COVID-19 relief checks Tuesday at the Community Center.

Tribe’s team effort tackles task of getting
out 1,273 COVID-19 relief checks
get the Covid Relief checks out today,” said Esie Leoso-Corbine, Social and Family Services Director.
ometimes it takes huge team“We disbursed 1,273 checks starting
work to get the big jobs done. The
at 8:30 a.m. (until 4 p.m.) We so
Bad River Band had just that Tues- much appreciate your help in this
day, December 22 to tackle the huge project. Happy Holidays Everyone!”
task of disbursing 1,273 COVID-19
And, said Joe Bates: “Chi Mirelief checks.
igwech to the Accounting DepartThese hard-working folks gathered ment and Social Services for workearly at the Community Center and ing the extra hours and those who
many stayed late to get the job done. helped disperse checks today! Your
“I want to send out a CHI MIhard work is appreciated! Merry
IGWECH to all staff who helped us Christmas to all! Ho, Ho, Ho!”
For The Bad River Band

S
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Sleep

Safe

Ninth of a series: Breastfeed to reduce risk of SIDS.

Carol Nickel

For
the
details!
If you would like more detailed
information on safe sleep, please
do not hesitate to reach out to
me:
Carol Nickel RN MCH
Bad River Health and Wellness
Center
715-682-7133 ext. 4354
c.nickel@badriverHWC.com
Or look for more information
in the January 6 newsletter.
Until then, “SLEEP SAFE.”

Photo courtesy of
the Safe to Sleep Campaign
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Tiny Homes Update

Stewards of All Creation
Beautiful new video of our watershed home here in Mashkiziibii. Please take a few moments to
enjoy it. Kudos to Lucy Koivisto and Aurora Conley and so many others who worked on this project. Miigwech.
Wear a mask. Wash your hands. Social distance. Be safe.
Mike Wiggins Jr.
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Chairman/Executive Director
Cell: 715-292-2930
MikeW@badriver-nsn.gov

Please click on this link to view the video
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Vaccine, hope make way here
Frontline staff
are first to be
vaccinated

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,
click the link below

By Richard J. Pufall

Website

For the Bad River Band

H

e delivered the news in
an email, so the tone of his
voice could not be heard. But
his excitement and optimism
came across loud and clear
when Robert L. Houle announced last week that the
Bad River Health and Wellness Center had received its
first doses of the COVID-19
vaccine.
“BRHWC received our first
doses of the vaccine today,”
Houle, the Assistant Clinic
Administrator said on Tuesday, Dec. 15. “We will begin
to vaccinate our medical providers and frontline workers
today at 4 p.m. and again at 4
on Wednesday and Thursday.
We will also be doing a prayer to offer protection and gratitude to our Creator.”
Two of those tireless, frontline workers are Pam Feustel
and Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur,
Bad River’s Public Health
Nurses, who have dedicated
themselves and the BRHWC
to defeating this evil, invisible
foe that has tormented the
world for nearly all of 2020.
Some have called the swift
development and distribution
of the COVID-19 vaccine a
miracle of modern science.
But for the good folks of Bad
River the vaccine came too
late to help two of their fellow
Community members who
died of COVID-19 in early

Tracking COVID-19
As of this morning, December 23, there were 17,957,112 cases of COVID-19 in the
United States, with 317,837 deaths. The first coronavirus case in Wisconsin was
reported on February 5. There are 14 active cases of COVID-19 on The Reservation
remaining from 157 positive tests. Two community members have died. There have
been 497,380 cases of COVID-19 reported in the state and 4,879 deaths.

Numbers in our 4-county area
County

Reported cases

Deaths

Ashland

960

14

Bayfield

886

17

Iron

410

13

Douglas

2,907

16

December.
“We were both extremely
saddened by the news of the
passing of both community
members,” Feustel said. “Our
sympathy continues to be extended to the families, as loss is
never easy.”
With the news of the arrival of
the vaccine, also came the first
indication that The Reservation
and the world had taken a giant
step forward in this dangerous

battle with the coronavirus pandemic that has been lingering
for some 10 months.
But since the beginning of the
pandemic, cooperation from the
public has played a vital role in
turning back the pandemic.
You see, many have expressed
a lack of faith and belief in the
science that has delivered the
vaccine so quickly and some
are saying they will refuse to be
vaccinated.

Will the efforts to free the
world of COVID-19 be hampered by those unwilling to
take the vaccine? That doesn’t
seem to be a problem in Bad
River.
“This is somewhat difficult to
answer, we feel that once we
have all the information, and it
can be provided to the general
public regarding the vaccine,
Continued below, on Page 13

December 23, 2020

COVID-19
From Page 12
there may be less resistance (although we
really aren’t sensing much),” GerovacLavasseur said. “The COVID vaccine is
going to be just as important as the FLU
vaccine. We will certainly advocate that
individuals receive it.”
Throughout the pandemic, however, Bad
River Community members have displayed
more common sense, have generally worn
masks, washed their hands and socialdistanced in accordance with CDC and
BRHWC guidelines. And as a result, Tribal
members seem more likely to allow themselves to be vaccinated.
“With the vaccine being so new, it has
been difficult to assess if there is a lot of
resistance,” Feustel said. “Bad River is a
community that has always followed the
COVID guidelines, so it is the hope it will
be the same with the vaccine.”
After receiving doses of COVID-19 vaccine last week to vaccinate frontline works,
Gerovac-Lavasseur said, “We are uncertain
when more will arrive.”
As of this morning, there have been 157
positive tests of COVID-19 with 14 remaining active. In the last two weeks COVID-19
deaths in Ashland County increased from
10 to 14. But the largest increase in Northern Wisconsin was seen in Douglas County
where fatalities jumped from 8 to 16.
Meanwhile, positive cases of COVID-19
in Wisconsin are beginning to decline and
recoveries by those infected are on the rise.
Of all positive cases reported in Wisconsin
since the pandemic began, 497,380, 90 percent are considered recovered.
It is clearly too early to declare victory
over COVID-19, but these positive signs,
coupled with the availability of a vaccine
could herald the turning of the corner in the
winning direction.
“We are hopeful that this is a turn in the
right direction,” Feustel said. “We have to
remember to keep following the guidance
provided to us so that we can slow or even
stop the spread of the virus.”
Tribal members looking for good advice
in regard the COVID-19 vaccine can find
the best right here at home from the
BRHWC.
“As with any vaccine, we recommend
that they receive it when it does become
available,” Gerovac-Lavasseur said.
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Tribal Mission Statement:
To work toward a more progressive, financially stable government; to maintain Tribal Sovereignty; and enable members to progress individually, toward a more fulfilling life culturally, spiritually, and economically.

Tribal Council
Mike Wiggins, Jr.
Chairman

Eldred Corbine
Vice-Chairman

Jay McFee
Secretary

Etta Burns
Treasurer

Barbara L. Stone
Senior Member

Peter Powless
Senior Member

Anne Rosin
Junior Member

Address
Bad River Tribe
72682 Maple Street
Odanah, WI 54861

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders

Taking the cake,in January
January 2

January 13

January 20

Jeannie Stone
Peter Plucinski

Robert (Bobby) Kleinsteiber

Cecile McRoy

January 4

January 14

Ronald Parisien

Ellen Dashner

January 5

Thomas Newago

Michael (Woody) Denomie

Gladys Neveaux

January 15
Mary Bigboy

Lloyd Hartwell
Henry Mieloszyk

January 9

January 16

Lenore Gordon

Sharon (Babbins) Powless
Edward Bigboy

January 8

January 10
Elizabeth Nelson

January 11
Star Ames
John Lemieux

January 21
Rae Ann Maday

January 22
Milton Barbano

January 29
JoAnn Anderson

January 30
Carol Deragon
Francis Soulier

January 18
Sharon Shegonee
Charles (Charlie) Wiggins

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know).
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Let’s make a note of it, OK?
T

ey or time to help the cause.
~ Or maybe you have heard that the gray wolf has been
oday, instead of writing for you, I’m writing to you.
removed
from endangered species protection and you
Call it my Christmas Letter, if you will, but don’t expect
would
like
to enlist others to petition and come to the aid of
me to share the details of my personal life, because boring
the
Ma’iingan.
you is not my goal. And, you see, I’m not writing to give,
~ Maybe you want to organize a running or exercise group
I’m writing to take.
and
are looking for others to join you.
But this, I hope, is not as selfish as it sounds. From you, I
~
Or,
if you’re the head of one of Bad River’s many dewish to take little nuggets of information, those engaging
partments,
you might want to single out an employee for
little morsels that make up what we call, “news.”
outstanding
achievement, announce a retirement,
Since last April 1, it has been my honor and
or
a
new
hire.
privilege to edit and write, “Drum Beats,” The
~ Recognize a student who has received an acaBad River newsletter. (It would be odd if you
demic
or athletic scholarship.
didn’t know that, because, right now, you’re
~
Announce
the college graduation of a Bad
reading, “Drum Beats”). Producing the newsletRiver
Community
member.
ter is a responsibility I take seriously. So, I’m
~
Recognize
a
milestone
birthday of a Bad Rivalways trying to conjure up ways to … well, add
er
Tribal
Elder.
Or
announce
and celebrate the
more news to the newsletter. Seems like a noble,
birth
of
a
new
Tribal
member.
worthwhile plan.
~ List and recognize the members of a CommuThat’s where you come in. And by “you” I
nity
youth athletic team.
mean the members for the Bad River Communi~
Inform
the public if your department has
ty, the Tribal members, the good folks who inmade
changes
in service times or procedures.
By
Richard
J.
Pufall
habit The Reservation or live nearby.
The
possibilities
are limitless. These bits of
For
the
Bad
River
Band
Many of you, I’m guessing, are sitting on a
news — these nuggets, these morsels — will be
small goldmine of news. There are things you
merged into a regular “Drum Beats” feature
know that I would like to share with all Bad River Commutitled,
“The
Bad River Tribal Notebook.” (See Notebook
nity members. But if you keep this information to yourself,
No.
1
on
Page
16).
it’s not news. It’s a secret.
And
these
easily
digested snippets of news can sometimes
To be sure, I’m not looking for gossip. And I’m not exlead
to
bigger
projects
that might evolve into a “Drum
pecting blockbuster, Watergate-sized news. Again, I’m
Beats”
cover
story.
looking for those tasty little nuggets, morsels of news, that
But let’s not get ahead of ourselves. The focus of the atare interesting and informative.
tention
today is the “Notebook.” So, if you have a nugget
These “nuggets,” these “morsels,” usually amount to anyof
news,
you can make a note of it, by sending it to the
where from one to several paragraphs. Not enough meat
email
address
below.
there to cook up a full-length news story, but certainly
enough for a note.
Merry Christmas!
For example:
~ Maybe you have started a fundraiser to help the needy
and homeless. Tell us how interested folks can donate mon- Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov

To get “Drum

Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your
email address to 920-857-4673, or send
email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Program to increase Indian, Alaskan students
For the Bad River Band

The Bad River Tribal Notebook

The USDA 1994 Tribal Scholars
Program combines classroom study
with paid work experience that leads
to employment at USDA. Through this
program, USDA seeks to boost the
number of Native American and Alaskan students studying and graduating
in food, agriculture, natural resources,
and other related fields of study, and
help build the pipeline of future agricultural scientists and professionals.
The program also strengthens USDA
partnerships with 1994 land-grant institutions.
The program provides full tuition,
employment, employee benefits, fees,
books, and room and board each year
for up to four years to selected students pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
agriculture, food science, natural resource science, or a related academic
discipline at one of 35 federally recognized tribal colleges and universities.
The scholarship may be renewed each
year, contingent upon satisfactory academic performance and normal progress toward the bachelor's degree.

CARES Act Financial Assistance
at Social & Family Services

Bad River Social & Family Services received limited funding from the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) through the CARES
Act to assist families that have been impacted by COVID-19, according to Esie
Leoso-Corbine, Social & Family Service
Director.
These special funds provide burial assistance, Foster Care Assistance, and General
Assistance. Each one of these areas have
specific requirements. First, anyone applying for any area is required to fill out
an Application for Financial Assistance.
Burial Assistance – Those individuals
whose death was caused by the COVID19 virus will be eligible for up to $1,650.
A designated family member will apply
Craig Anderson
for the funds and if eligible a check will be
made out to the funeral home for expens‘ Warrior’ for Native-owned es.
Foster Care Assistance – Foster care
businesses dies at 60
funds may be utilized for the temporary
respite care of children when a Tribal
We are saddened by the loss of our friend member cannot care for their child/
and colleague, Craig Anderson, who
children due to COVID-19 virus. It was
passed away on Friday, December 4th.
designed to help those families that went
Tribal Historic Preservation
Craig, 60, was the long-time President of beyond the 14 days and are hospitalized it
the American Indian Chamber of Comwill provide assistance up to 3 months. A
Action Plan seeks help
merce of Wisconsin (AICCW) and the
temporary caregiver can qualify for funds
Executive Director of the First American however a background check must be
The Tribal History Preservation Of- Capital Corp (FACC). Craig was the
completed.
fice is working to move forward the
“face” of the Indian Chamber of ComGeneral Assistance – Will provide fiTribal Historic Preservation Action
merce for many years. But better said, he nancial assistance to those tribal members
Plan. Your thoughts about one aspect was a “Warrior” for Native-owned busiwho reside on the Reservation and lost
of the plan, the creation of a searcha- nesses in Wisconsin.
their employment and/or employment benble on-line database of historical docu- Craig was the co-founder of FACC, efits due to COVID-19. This is a monthly
which became Wisconsin’s first loan benefit in the amount of $333 for head of
ments pertaining to our Nation and
household or $ 246 for non-head of houseTribal people, are being sought now as fund to support Native-owned busihold.
nesses
in
Wisconsin.
FACC
has
bepart of a grant opportunity.
If you have questions or need an applicacome
a
nation-wide
model
for
how
to
Please take a few moments to voice
tion,
contact Esie Leoso-Corbine at 715your opinion about the importance of support minority owned businesses
682-7127
ext 1411.
and economic development.

this work in our brief survey. Comments you make may be used in this or
future grant applications. If you would
like attribution, please sign your name.
Otherwise, the survey is anonymous.
To participate, click HERE:

So many of us can trace our success and
achievements back to his work and dedication to empowering his community. He
was a true leader, friend, champion and
warrior, and he will be greatly missed.

Send to Notebook:
Do you have a brief news item for the Bad
River Tribal Notebook? If so, send it to Notebook at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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If you need to contact
the school …
For any parent or students needing to contact the
school regarding virtual learning, problems with
Chromebooks or any other assistance, you can contact
our Home School Coordinators using the information
below.
Dial direct line: 715-682-7827, then enter extension.
Extensions:
Myron Burns (LSE)- 3412
mburns@sdak12.net
Faye Maday (AMS)- 2012
dnaday@sdak12.net
Joe Corbin (AHS)- 1011
jcorbine@sdak12.net
— Stephanie Julian, Education Director

‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline!
To get your news item in the next
edition of “Drum Beats,” send email
to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or
call 920-857-4673 by noon on:

December 31
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MEDIA STATEMENT

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19
within the Reservation
In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable. In response
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:
“The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gaming facility and limited other activities in
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting
our tribal community and surrounding areas.
“Regardless of the State Supreme Court decision, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-atHome’ guidance with the outcome of protecting
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of
our public health and medical staff.

“We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and
health of our communities.”
For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer. Miigwech!

December 23, 2020
Administrative leave for employees
with children in K-12 school system
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Bad River Transit
*Notice*

December 23, 2020

Bad River Food Shelf
Hours
Monday: 9 a.m.-noon
Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon
Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon
Friday: 9 a.m.-noon
Anyone needing Food Shelf please
call ahead before noon, 715-6827127. If there is no answer leave
a message with a return phone
number.

What’s your story?
If you know of a good story from the
Bad River Community that needs to be
told in “Drum Beats,” just send an email
to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call
920-857-4673.
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Take survey to help improve
Tribe’s broadband services
Superior Connections and The Bad River Planning and
Informational Technology Departments are chasing an
exciting grant opportunity that, if successful, will allow us
to improve our broadband services to the communities of
Birch Hill, Aspen Acres, Franks Field, Diaperville, Old
Odanah, and Bayfront.
We need to hear from people living in or near these communities to determine your level of satisfaction with your
current services and what your wishes are for improvements.
The survey takes about 2 minutes to complete. Fill it in
now!
The more input we receive the better! If you’d prefer to
send an email or leave a phone message about your experience with internet services on the reservation, these are
accepted at b.gehred@badriver-nsn.gov or 715-682-7111
X1534.

Click this link to take survey
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2020-2021 Snowplowing Fees
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Continued on Page 32
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Elderly Center
Menu
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Education Department remains open to offer help during COVID-19
The Bad River Education Department remains open
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The department can be contacted at the information
listed here for all of your higher education needs.
If you are a current student who will be continuing
college in the Fall, please send email for a scholarship
application and any questions you might have.
We are here to help!

Education Dept.
Bad River Tribe
P.O. Box 39
72682 Maple St.
Odanah, WI 54861
Phone: (715) 682-7111 ext. 1533
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Reminder: Bad River is under a
“Shelter at Home” order!

How do I know if I was exposed?
If you think you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, follow the steps below to monitor your health and to avoid spreading the disease to others.
You generally need to be in close contact with a sick person to get infected. Close contact includes:
• Living in the same household as a sick person with COVID-19
• Caring for a sick person with COVID-19
• Being within 6 feet of a sick person with COVID-19 for about 15 minutes
• Being in direct contact with secretions from a sick person with COVID-19 (e.g. being coughed on, kissing, sharing utensils, etc.)
If you have not been in close contact with a person who you know had COVID-19, you
are at low, but not zero risk for infection. Cases of COVID-19 do occur due to community spread from people you may not know have COVID-19, which is why hand hygiene, wearing a face mask or cloth covering, and social distancing are important prevention measures.
If you have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 but not in close contact, you can
continue to go to work or school but you should monitor your health for 14 days and, if
you become ill, you should stay away from others and contact your health care provider.
Bad River Public Health will provide support or assistance to help meet the needs
of individuals who are isolated or quarantined. This may include meeting basic
needs such as medications, food, and potentially shelter.

The next 2 weeks will be important to protect yourself and family. Please
continue to follow the guidelines and “Shelter at Home” order.
Stay Safe & Be Well!!
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Tribal face-covering requirement

(Continued on Page 40)
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(Continued from Page 39)

(Continued on Page 41)
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Isolation/Quarantine Order for the Bad River Community
Note: The quarantine ordinance puts into place the legal enforcement mechanism if a Tribal member who
tests positive for COVID-19 refuses to quarantine for the safety of the Bad River Community.

(Continued on Page 43)
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(Continued from Page 42)

(Continued on Page 44)
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(Continued from Page 43)

(Continued on Page 45)
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(Continued on Page 46)
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(Continued from Page 45)

11) What symptoms have you experienced?
12) Did you have a COVID-19 test? If so, when? Where were you tested, what were the results?
13) Have you had close contact with other community members who are not in your household over
the last 14 days prior to onset of symptoms? If so, who?
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Disorderly Conduct Code

(Continued on Page 48)
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(Continued from Page 47)

(Continued on Page 49)
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown
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‘End’ Quote
The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These weekly
statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and consider
why it was written:

“I had to forgive a person who wasn’t even
sorry… that’s strength..” ~ Author Unknown
Watch for the next statement in the January 6 newsletter. If you have a statement you would like
to share, feel free to send it to Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal Lay Advocate,
Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov
Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal lay Advocate Bad River Domestic Abuse Program.

“Drum Beats,”

For the foreseeable future, all meetings are held virtually at 6 p.m.

is the newsletter for the Bad
River Band of Lake Superior
Tribe of Chippewa Indians.
Drum Beats is circulated
every other Wednesday
throughout the year and is
produced by The Bay City
News Service of Ashland, Wis.
Send email to
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
or call 920-857-4673.

Dec. 31 is the deadline to submit news items for Jan. 6 newsletter

