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Early in construction, the pole building and chicken coop, left, can be seen through the High Tunnel frame. 

Building on the Tribe’s future  
Chicken coop, 

pole building, 

Tiny Homes rise  

Continued below, on Page 2 

 Three important construction 

projects, all independent of each 
other, have come together to 
enhance the quality of life on 
the Bad River Reservation. 
  Those projects: A new chicken 
coop; Tiny Homes and a pole 
building. 
   The pole barn and chicken 
coop were built as ventures of 
the Tribe’s Food Sovereignty 
Program, according to its Direc-
tor Loretta Livingston. An 
award from the First Nations 
Grants Program provided the 
funding. 

The chicken coop 
  “The Food Sovereignty Pro-
gram was awarded a $5,000 
NCAI grant to increase food 

By Richard J. Pufall 
  For The Bad River Band 



availability in the community given 
the COVID-19 Pandemic; by raising 
meat chickens and distributing har-
vested chickens to community mem-
bers,” Livingston said. “To do so, 
another chicken coop was needed, 
supplies and equipment to raise and 
harvest chickens were needed as well. 
  “The driving force behind the chick-
en coop was the opportunity presented 
through NCAI, and the idea to con-
struct another chicken coop to raise 
meat birds as well as laying hens. In 
other words, to provide another source 
of food for the community.” 
   And predators, that had invaded the 
old coop and killed chickens, created 
another reason for a new coop. Enter 
Doug Jennings, the Tribal Planner, 
who also has carpentry skills and a 
willingness to volunteer. 
  “I was making garden boxes for 
Food Sovereignty and when I was 
dropping one off I was told that some-
thing got into the chicken coop and 
killed their chickens,” Jennings said. 
“I had the same thing happen to my 
chickens a few years ago and decided 
to build a fortified coop which has 
been successful in keeping critters 
out. 
  “I mentioned this to Lorretta and I 
volunteered to help her program out 
and build a coop. Food Sovereignty 
was also looking to raise fast-growing 
chickens so a larger coop was needed. 
Building a new coop fit both needs, 
security, and space. My son (Bryton) 
and I built the coop over a few weeks 
after work. Some of the Food Sover-
eignty staff helped by creating the pen 
area and fencing. The coop was built 
to withstand winter if Food Sover-
eignty decides to keep them year-
round.” 
  Livingston said Doug and Bryton 
worked weeknights and Saturdays and 
Sundays to finish the chicken coop 
over the course of the months of Sep-
tember and October, 2020. Livingston 
said Food Sovereignty was unable to 
obtain the services of a local carpenter 
to construct the chicken coop, so the 
volunteer efforts of Doug and Bryton 
  

Building 
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The new Tribal 
chicken coop,  
built by Doug 
Jennings and 

his son, Bryton, 
is shown at 
right, in the 

early stages of 
construction. 

Below, the 
finished coop 
gets rave re-

view from its 
fine-feathered 

friends, the 
coop’s tenants.    

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy  

of The  

Food Sovereignty 

Program



ensured the success of the pro-
ject. She said the NCAI grant 
was awarded in June 2020, but 
the funds were not accessible 
until September 9, 2020. 
  The chicken coop enclosure is 
12-feet long and 8-feet wide and 
can hold up to 35 chickens. The 
coop is located on the north side 
of the Food Sovereignty build-
ing, directly behind the fenced in 
garden area and will be south of 
the compost area to be construct-
ed. The cost to build the chicken 
coop was $800. 
  At present, Livingston said, 
there are 12 laying hens, that 
were donated to the Food Sover-
eignty Program. She said the 
eggs are routinely distributed to 
the Elders through cooperation 
with the Elder/Aging Program. 
Some eggs are distributed to 
community members and sold 
for donations at the Farmers’ 
Markets. 
  The butchered chickens will go 
to “needy” families and elders in 
the community, she said. In the 
past, pork from donated pigs was 
distributed to low income hous-
ing residents and Elders. 
   Livingston said when the 
NCAI grant became available, 
Food Sovereignty had consid-
ered the idea of meat birds prior 
to this past summer. However, 
she said, meat birds required 
more room, additional labor, 
more equipment, and therefore 
additional funding. 
 The original chicken coop was 
purchased using a BIA grant that 
had leftover money from previ-
ous projects. But, she said, as it 
was a starter coop to begin rais-
ing chickens, it needed mending 
after two years, and would not 
accommodate a greater number 
of chickens or both meat and egg 
chickens in that same coop. 
  “The Food Sovereignty Pro-

      Continued below, on Page 4 
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This Tiny Home on the Bad River Reservation is near completion on Evergreen Street. 
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gram, after three years, is still in 
its infancy in the sense that we 
are still on a learning curve, 
trying to determine how much 
produce can be grown in the two 
High Tunnels, the outdoor gar-
dens, the tea garden,” Livingston 
said. “The chickens were added 
as a natural progression to rais-
ing more food for the communi-
ty. Beehives were added two 
years ago. However, a bear de-
stroyed the hive earlier this 
spring. Another hive was donat-
ed, however, honey will not be 
harvested until next summer/
fall.” 
  The Bad River Housing Au-
thority donated a third High 
Tunnel to the Food Sovereignty 
Program, purchased with their 
COVID-19/CARES Act funds, 
Livingston said.  
  “The frame has been construct-
ed and will be finished in the 
spring of 2021,” she said. “More 
space to grow more food. A total 
of four community gardens will 
be constructed throughout the 
community next growing sea-
son, with two sites yet to be 
identified.” 
  It should be noted that anyone 
in the community can raise 
chickens if they have a secure 
coop. 

   Tiny Homes 
   There are two Tiny-Homes 
projects going on at the same 
time, Doug Jennings said. The 
first is five Tiny Homes being 
purchased and placed by the Bad 
River Housing Authority. 
  The second is five Tiny Homes 
being built by the Tribe and 
under the direction of Jennings. 
  Each Tiny Home is 14-feet 
wide by 23-feet long. Each 
home has a kitchen, bathroom, 
and living area. They will have 
gas-on-demand hot water, and 
electric heat/air conditioning. 
Each home has a cement foun-
dation, complete with electrical 
and plumbing. They are fully 
insulated and built with lumber 

milled locally. 
  “Richard in facilities poured 
the foundation slabs and prepped 
the sites,” Jennings said. “This 
was a huge help! We were able 
to have our Youth Build crew 
from Bad River work on these 
homes. They are led by a con-
tractor who supervises the build 
sites. The Bad River crew is 
made up of young adults who 
want to learn the trades.” 
  He said two of the homes are 
being used to house the home-
less. Both of these homes, he 
said, went to Tribal members 
who had a lease and utilities on 
their site but no home. 
  Three homes are going to be 
used as isolation sites, he said. 
  “After a period of time, or as 
the grant allows, we will turn 
these over for home ownership,” 
Jennings said. “There are nu-
merous Tribal members who 
need a house or a roof over their 
heads. We will work one at a 
time to make sure everyone’s 
needs are met 
  “The isolation homes are to 
separate families from sick or 
asymptomatic people. This helps 
prevent the spread of diseases 
and keeps all family members 
safer. It also allows someone to 
stay closer to home rather than a 
hotel somewhere.” 
  He said the two Tiny Homes 

for the homeless were funded by 
a grant through the Great Lakes 
Inter-Tribal Council and the 
Medical College of Wisconsin. 
The three isolation Tiny Homes 
are being funded through 
ICDBG-COVID grants. 
  Each Tiny Home costs $15,000 
to $20,000 to build, complete 
with sewer/water, building, 
foundation, appliances, and all 
fixtures.  
  Jennings said volunteers to 
work on the homes are being 
sought. Work includes picking 
up supplies, building, or clean-
up. 

Pole building 
 The pole building, like many 
things, was built out of need. 
  “The Food Sovereignty Pro-
gram received a pole barn 
(approximately $26,000) and 
tractor ($27,500), purchased by 
the Bad River Tribe with federal 
CARES/COVID monies,” Liv-
ingston said. “The new tractor, 
trailer ($2,000 from a First Na-
tions Grant) and other program 
equipment required larger, out-
door storage. 
  “The pole barn idea speaks for 
itself. A previous grant submitted 
contained a line item for a pole 
barn for storage. It was not fund-
ed. If the Food Sovereignty Pro-
gram was going to expand its 
capability to provide more food 

to the community, more equip-
ment would be needed.” 
  And the shelter provided by the 
pole building is much-needed. 
   “Head Start has been bussing 
children for years,” Jennings 
said. “The buses have never had 
shelter to keep them out of the 
elements during non-use. The 
bus drivers can now enjoy pull-
ing their busses out without hav-
ing to let them warm up for a 
long time or scrapping snow and 
ice off. This was a partnership 
with Transit also as they will be 
storing a bus in the new building 
as well. 
  “As our Food Sovereignty pro-
gram grows, so do the needs of 
the program. They were fortunate 
to get a tractor this year which 
really helps production efforts. 
They identified a need to have 
storage for crops and machinery. 
A 30-foot x 36-foot pole building 
is being built to accommodate 
their needs. 
  “Facilities is an often-
overlooked asset of the Tribe. 
Taking care of all the Tribal 
properties is a monumental task 
and requires a lot of resources. A 
building is needed for storage of 
janitorial, building parts, and a 
maintenance area. We were able 
to build a 36-foot x 48-foot 
building which honestly could 
have been double this size, but 
budgets are small.” 

Buildings 

From Page 3 
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With the chicken coop at right, the High Tunnel can be seen through the nearly-completed pole building. 
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Safe  
Eighth of a series:  Babies sleep safest on their backs 

Sleep  
 

 

 

 

For  

the 

 details! 

Carol Nickel 

  If you would like more detailed 
information on safe sleep, please 
do not hesitate to reach out to 
me: 
 
Carol Nickel RN MCH 
Bad River Health and Wellness 
Center 
715-682-7133 ext. 4354 
c.nickel@badriverHWC.com 
 
   Or look for more information 
in the December 23 newsletter.  
  Until then, “SLEEP SAFE.”  

Photo courtesy of  

the Safe to Sleep Campaign 
  

mailto:c.nickel@badriverHWC.com
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Stewards of All Creation 
 

 

 

                                                    

Please click on this link to view the video 

 

Beautiful new video of our watershed home here in Mashkiziibii.  Please take a few 

moments to enjoy it.  Kudos to Lucy Koivisto and Aurora Conley and so many others 

who worked on this project.  Miigwech.  

 

Wear a mask.  Wash your hands.  Social distance.  Be safe.  

 

Mike Wiggins Jr. 

Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Chairman/Executive Director 

Cell: 715-292-2930 

MikeW@badriver-nsn.gov  

 Photo courtesy of The Mashkiiziibii Natural Resources Department  

file:///C:/Users/BRPR/Downloads/Re__Fw__Virtual_Teen_Summit.zip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJxvBRPcRtk&feature=youtu.be
mailto:MikeW@badriver-nsn.gov
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Administrative leave for employees 

with children in K-12 school system 
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County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 806 10 

Bayfield 766 16 

Iron 381 10 

Douglas 2,419 8 

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Tracking COVID-19 
  As of this morning, December 9, there were 14,882,898 cases of COVID-19 in the 

United States, with 282,362 deaths. The first coronavirus case in Wisconsin was  

reported on February 5. There are 32 active cases of COVID-19 on The Reservation 

remaining from 136 positive tests. Two community members have died. There have 

been 418,446 cases of COVID-19 reported in the state and 3,806 deaths. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

With two Tribal deaths 

recently reported, emotions 
have been mixed among sad-
ness, fear and hope as the Bad 
River Band joins the rest of 
the world in battling the coro-
navirus, now in the 10th month 
of dealing with this horrible 
disease. 
  The fear, of course, comes 
from the record rising numbers 
of positive cases, hospitaliza-
tions, and deaths from COVID
-19, including the two in Bad 
River. 
  Around the world, as of this 
morning, December 9, 
1,544,531 have died from 
COVID-19. An alarming 
282,362 have died in the Unit-
ed States, including 3,806 in 
Wisconsin. 
  The Bad River Reservation 
has suffered two deaths, and 
has joined the four-county area 
of Ashland, Bayfield, Iron and 
Douglas, here at the top of 
Wisconsin, in facing a stern 
test from the virus. 
  To date, there have been 136 
positive cases of COVID-19 
reported in Bad River, with 32 
still active. Those first two 
deaths, reported on December 
1 and 7, have caused great 
sadness and concern. 
  In those four counties, posi-
tive cases have increased by 
975 and deaths have risen by 
18, from 26 to 44 in the last 
two weeks. Deaths in Bayfield 
County jumped to 16, from 9 

two weeks ago. Ten have died 
in both Ashland and Iron coun-
ties. 
  But to temper the bad news is 
that countries across the world 
are preparing to begin giving 
citizens COVID-19 vaccines. 
Those vaccines will be provided 
by such drug manufactures as 
Moderna, BioNTech-Pfizer, and 
Oxford-AstraZeneca, among 
others.  
  On Wednesday, December 2, a 

CDC panel agreed how COVID
-19 vaccines should be distrib-
uted, but it is unclear when they 
will be available in the United 
States. There are expected to be 
enough doses to immunize 20 
million people by the end of 
December, Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex Azar 
said. 
  When the vaccine news first 
broke, it sparked a wave of cele-
brations, with the stock market 

surging, top infectious disease 
expert Dr. Anthony Fauci de-
scribing the results as 
“extraordinary,” and President 
Donald J. Trump’s Administra-
tion claiming it as a victory in 
their last days in The White 
House. 
  And the reception at the Bad 
River Health and Wellness Cen-
ter was warm and welcoming, 

Continued below, on Page 9 

2 COVID-19 deaths in Bad River 

Fear, hope mix 
with vaccines  

on the way 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/
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to be sure. 
  “I think a vaccine is what we have been 
hoping for,” said Pam Feustel, Public 
Health Nurse for the BRHWC. “It has the 
potential to slow the spread of the virus 
and eventually return us to a state of nor-
malcy. The reaction is cautiously optimis-
tic. When it is here, and we are able to 
provide the community with the vaccine, 
we will also be very excited.” 
  But the vaccines, these new, powerful 
weapons against the coronavirus, still 
need the continued assistance provided by 
the CDC guidelines of wearing masks, 
social distancing and washing hands. 
  Governors across the country are practi-
cally begging residents to follow health 
safety guidelines. Many believe the pre-
sent situation would not be nearly so 
grave if these guidelines had been fol-
lowed since the first positive case of 
COVID-19 was reported in Wisconsin on 
February 5. 
  “It is unfortunate that governors and 
other officials need to beg residents to do 
the right thing and follow safety guide-
lines,” said Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur, Bad 
River Public Health Nurse. “We did ex-
pect a potential surge in numbers when 
schools returned to session, and during 
the holiday season.” 
  Positive logic would seem to indicate 
that these new vaccines, when used in 
concert with strict adherence to CDC 
guidelines, will bring these numbers 
down and eventually control/defeat 
COVID-19. 
  Feustel’s cautious response to that no-
tion probably speaks for most, when she 
said, “The answer to this is short and 
sweet: That is the hope.” 
  Since Joe Biden was declared the winner 
and is now President-elect, President 
Trump has not conceded defeat. Many 
feel that the disconnect in this transition 
will minimize our country’s efforts to 
combat COVID-19. Trump’s time has 
been spent contesting the election results 
in court and has not addressed the virus. 
Biden, so far, has made good on his 
promise to make COVID-19 his No. 1 
target of concern. 
  One wonders if this national conflict in 
the White House has any impact locally 

on the Bad River Reservation? Or is it of 
no concern and off the local radar? 
  “I wouldn’t say that it is off of our radar, 
however, our priority was, and continues 
to be, fighting the battle of COVID-19,” 
Gerovac-Lavasseur said. 
  Meanwhile, Bad River Tribal members 
must deal with the same concerns and 
stresses of mask, quarantine, and isolation 
fatigue that plagues the rest of the world. 
But morale issues seem to be a managea-
ble situation on The Reservation. 
  “Fortunately, the morale still seems to be 
very upbeat,” Feustel said of the commu-
nity. “We are all working together as a 
team, and as we see surges, we pull to-
gether even closer in difficult times.” 

  And after nearly a year of darkness, the 
bright light of a better, tomorrow might 
be on the horizon. 
  “The Bad River Community has always 
been committed to fighting this virus, and 
it continues with that commitment,” 
Gerovac-Lavasseur said. “People contin-
ue to follow guidelines and shelter in 
place to slow the spread. As far as Wis-
consin, and the Nation itself, I think the 
fact that we are seeing new medication 
regimes as well as a potential vaccine 
release date, as two very positive tools in 
the fight against COVID.” 

COVID-19  

From Page 8 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLet-
ter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Eldred Corbine 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara L. Stone 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 
Anne Rosin 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54861 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, financial-

ly stable government; to maintain Tribal Sov-

ereignty; and enable members to progress in-

dividually, toward a more fulfilling life cultur-

ally, spiritually, and economically. 

December 2 
Gregory Dashner  
LuVerne Plucinski  
Daniel Powless  
 

December 3 
Arthur Dashner  
 

December 4 
Michael R Wiggins  
 

December 5 
Kenneth Houle  
Inard Whitebird  
 

December 6 
Marjorie Arbuckle  
Barbara Stone  

 

December 8 
Nicholas Nye  
 

December 12 
Mitchell Crowe  
 

December 13 
Elmer Maday  
Bruce Tutor 
 

December 15 
Karen Corbine  
 

December 16 
Sharon Nelis  

David Malouf  

 
 

December 21 
Carol Livingston  
Sandra Deragon  
 

December 26 
William Malouf  
 

December 28 
Joseph Delgado  
 

December 30 
Barbara Santana  

 

 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in December 

 

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know). 
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There’s no one like Will Rogers 
Some 85 years after his death, the name of Will Rogers is back 

in the news. 
  You see, the Cherokee Nation has agreed to purchase Will Rog-
ers’ historic home and family ranch in northeastern Oklahoma, 
intending to make restoration and repairs to the birthplace of the 
revered and much-loved actor and political humorist. 
  A signing ceremony documenting the purchase from the Okla-
homa Historical Society was held on Nov. 4, the 141st anniver-
sary of Rogers’ birth. 
  “Will Rogers’ humor and his unique ability to make 
complicated political and economic issues easy to 
understand made him a powerful social critic and 
commentator,” said Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin 
Jr., in a written statement released by the Tribe. “He 
captivated audiences around the nation because his 
humor never insulted or belittled anyone – he was 

simply telling the truth about 
people in positions of power. 
  “He was called, ‘The Chero-
kee Kid,’ in his early enter-
tainment career and always 
embraced his culture and his 
Tribe. No matter how popular 
he was, Will Rogers was al-
ways a Cherokee, and he 
talked about it. He reminded 
people every day that there are Native peo-
ple of this land still alive and who remain 
a vibrant part of America’s tapestry. It is 
quite fitting that the Cherokee Nation will 

now have an opportunity to continue telling this story from such 
a unique perspective.” 
  Dr. Bob Blackburn, the executive director of the Oklahoma His-
torical Society, a state agency that owns the Will Rogers Memo-
rial Museum in nearby Claremore, said the investment by the 
Cherokee nation will help secure the legacy of the Rogers family 
ranch. 
   He was born William Penn Adair Rogers on Nov. 4, 1879, on 
the family ranch in Oologah, Okla., northeast of Tulsa, the 
youngest of eight children of Clement Vann Rogers and Mary 
America Schrimsher. 
   In the early 1920s, Rogers ventured into the entertainment in-
dustry, where his talents with a rope and horse drew attention.   

At first, he worked in vaudeville then joined the Ziegfeld Follies, 
which led to movie contracts. He starred in 71 movies, (50 silent 
films and 21 “talkies”). He wrote seven books and more than 
4,000 nationally syndicated newspaper columns. 
   By the mid-1930s, Rogers was hugely popular in the United 
States and perhaps the most recognizable figure in the nation for 
his folksy, political wit. He was the highest paid of Hollywood’s 
film stars. 
  He became known throughout Hollywood and the film industry 
as, “Oklahoma’s Favorite Son.” 

  His most famous and best-remembered line was, “I 
never met a man I didn’t like.” He also poked fun at 
politicians on both sides for the aisle, saying, “I am 
not a member of any organized political party. I am a 
Democrat.” 
   Other quips by Rogers survive to this day, such as: 
 ~ “Never let yesterday use up too much of today.” 
 ~ “Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run 
over if you just sit there.” 
 ~ “I don't make jokes. I just watch the government 
and report the facts.” 
 ~ “All I know is just what I read in the papers, and 
that's an alibi for my ignorance.” 
 ~ “Everybody is ignorant, only on different subjects.” 
 ~ “Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed 
to sell your parrot to the town gossip.” 
 ~ “There are three kinds of men. The one that learns 

by reading. The few who learn by observation. The rest of them 
have to pee on the electric fence for themselves.” 
 “Never miss a good chance to shut up.” 
 Rogers died at age 55 on Aug. 15, 1935, in Point Barrow, Alaska 
in a plane crash with close friend and well-known aviation pio-
neer Wiley Post, who piloted the plane. 
  Rogers traveled around the world three times, crusaded for avia-
tion expansion, and provided Americans with first-hand accounts 
of his adventures. His earthy comments and folksy style allowed 
him to poke fun at prohibition, gangsters, politicians, govern-
ment, and other controversial topics in a way that captured gen-
eral acclaim from a national audience. And yet, he offended no 
one. 
   Who today is like Will Rogers? Sadly, no one. 
 
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-
nsn.gov 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

Will Rogers 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Beware of fake $50 bills 
Please be on the lookout for FAKE $50 dollar bills being circulated in the Bad River Community.  Four 
fake $50 dollar bills have made their way to our Accounting Department.  If anyone comes across any of 
these please DO NOT ACCEPT as valid currency! 

            Below are steps to spot a counterfeit $50: 

 

  

and the security strip will appear. It should be located in exactly the 
location shown above, right. To the right of President Grant and cross-
ing underneath the left leg of the "U" in United. 
  If the security strip is not visible when held in front of a light or is visi-
ble without the light, it's fake.  

 2 

Next, while holding it up to the light, a hologram image of Grant will 
appear on the front/right side of the bill. (Shown at left). This image is 
not visible without the light source behind it. If you don't see this fea-
ture, it’s counterfeit. 

The $50 dollar bill is 
designed with two 
main features to look 
for in avoiding coun-
terfeit bills.  

1 
The first thing to look 
for is the security strip, 
at right. You can only 
see it when a light 
source is behind the 
bill. To view this, hold 
your bill up to a light  

3 

Next, check the "50" on the bottom-right cor-
ner. It is made with color-shifting ink, so if you 
tilt the bill in different directions, the color will 
change. 



‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

December 17 
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If you need to contact 
the school … 

   For any parent or students needing to contact the 
school regarding virtual learning, problems with 
Chromebooks or any other assistance, you can contact 
our Home School    Coordinators using the information 
below.  

  Dial direct line: 715-682-7827, then enter extension. 

  Extensions:  
  Myron Burns (LSE)- 3412    

  mburns@sdak12.net 
 
  Faye Maday (AMS)- 2012 

  dnaday@sdak12.net 
 
  Joe Corbin (AHS)- 1011 

  jcorbine@sdak12.net 
 

                     — Stephanie Julian, Education Director 

 

  

mailto:mburns@sdak12.net
mailto:dnaday@sdak12.net
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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19 

 within the Reservation 

  In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the 
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable.  In response 
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:   
   
  “The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gam-
ing facility and limited other activities in 
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting 
our tribal community and surrounding areas. 
 
  “Regardless of the State Supreme Court deci-
sion, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-at-
Home’ guidance with the outcome of protecting 
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of 
our public health and medical staff. 
 
  “We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to 
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and 
health of our communities.” 
 
  For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at  http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer.  Miigwech! 

 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
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Tribal policy means daily  

screening for all employees 
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BAD RIVER TRIBAL COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING RESCHEDULED TO  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020  
4:30 P.M. 

VIA REMOTE CALL 
 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
ROLL CALL 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
MONTHLY REPORTS 
MINUTES 
 
5 Minute Session: 
 
REGULAR SESSION: 
 

Judgement Fund Committee – JFC Members 
Request for additional position in Pharmacy – Randy Samuelson 
IHBG Competitive Grant – Jennifer Warren 
DCF Community Innovation Grants Resolution – Luanne Wiggins 
Carissa DePerry Lease Resolution – Naomi Tillison 
Set price on Youth Build House – Doug Jennings 
CWA 401 Certifications Army Corps’ Nationwide Permits – Melis Arik and Lorrie Salawater 
Antidegradation Demonstration for the Fire Hall Rebuild Project – Lorrie Salawater 
Antidegradation Demonstration for Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters for the Wake House Project 

– Lorrie Salawater 
Clean Water Act Section 401 Certification for the Northern Natural Gas Geotechnical Boring Project – Lorrie 

Salawater 
Off Reservation Conservation Code Amendments – Erick Arnold 
Amendment No. 1 to 2018 Lake Superior Fishing – Erick Arnold 
BIA Vehicle Purchase – Sam Livingston 
Approval of Upgrade to Casino Surveillance System – Willie Lucas, Mitch Corbine and Walter Gurske  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

New Hires – Ashley Stone 
Litigation Report – Erick Arnold 

 

POSTED: December 4, 2020 

(Removed one agenda item)  



 

 

Bad River Food Shelf 
Hours 

               

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon 

Friday: 9 a.m.-noon 
 
Anyone needing Food Shelf please 
call ahead before noon, 715-682-
7127.  If there is no answer leave 
a message with a return phone 
number. 
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What’s your story? 

If you know of a good story from the 

Bad River Community that needs to be 

told in “Drum Beats,” just send an email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call  

920-857-4673. 
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(Continued on Page 25) 
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(Continued from Page 24) 
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 Take survey to help improve 

Tribe’s broadband services  

  Superior Connections and The Bad River Planning and 
Informational Technology Departments are chasing an 
exciting grant opportunity that, if successful, will allow us 
to improve our broadband services to the communities of 
Birch Hill, Aspen Acres, Franks Field, Diaperville, Old 
Odanah, and Bayfront.  
  We need to hear from people living in or near these com-
munities to determine your level of satisfaction with your 
current services and what your wishes are for improve-
ments. 
  The survey takes about 2 minutes to complete. Fill it in 
now! 
  The more input we receive the better! If you’d prefer to 
send an email or leave a phone message about your expe-
rience with internet services on the reservation, these are 
accepted at b.gehred@badriver-nsn.gov or 715-682-7111 
X1534.  
 

           Click this link to take survey

mailto:b.gehred@badriver-nsn.gov
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6051883/Broadband-Survey
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Snowplowing available for private drives 
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Continued on Page 32 
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From on Page 31 
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Elderly Center 
Menu 
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Education Department remains open to offer help during COVID-19 

 The Bad River Education Department remains open 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  The department can be contacted at the information 
listed here for all of your higher education needs.  
  If you are a current student who will be continuing 
college in the Fall, please send email  for a scholarship 
application and any questions you might have. 
  We are here to help! 
 

Education Dept. 

Bad River Tribe 

P.O. Box 39 

72682 Maple St. 

Odanah, WI 54861 

Phone: (715) 682-7111 ext. 1533 
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Reminder: Bad River is under a  

“Shelter at Home” order! 

 
How do I know if I was exposed? 

 
If you think you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, follow the steps be-
low to monitor your health and to avoid spreading the disease to others. 
You generally need to be in close contact with a sick person to get infected. Close con-
tact includes: 

• Living in the same household as a sick person with COVID-19 

• Caring for a sick person with COVID-19 

• Being within 6 feet of a sick person with COVID-19 for about 15 minutes 

• Being in direct contact with secretions from a sick person with COVID-19 (e.g. be-
ing coughed on, kissing, sharing utensils, etc.) 
If you have not been in close contact with a person who you know had COVID-19, you 
are at low, but not zero risk for infection. Cases of COVID-19 do occur due to commu-
nity spread from people you may not know have COVID-19, which is why hand hy-
giene, wearing a face mask or cloth covering, and social distancing are important pre-
vention measures. 
If you have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 but not in close contact, you can 
continue to go to work or school but you should monitor your health for 14 days and, if 
you become ill, you should stay away from others and contact your health care provid-
er. 
Bad River Public Health will provide support or assistance to help meet the needs 

of individuals who are isolated or quarantined. This may include meeting basic 

needs such as medications, food, and potentially shelter.  

 

The next 2 weeks will be important to protect yourself and family. Please 

continue to follow the guidelines and “Shelter at Home” order.  

Stay Safe & Be Well!! 
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Tribal face-covering requirement 

(Continued on Page 40) 
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(Continued from Page 39) 

(Continued on Page 41) 
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(Continued from Page 40) 
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Isolation/Quarantine Order for the Bad River Community 

(Continued on Page 43) 

Note: The quarantine ordinance puts into place the legal enforcement mechanism if a Tribal member who 
tests positive for COVID-19 refuses to quarantine for the safety of the Bad River Community.  
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(Continued from Page 42) 

(Continued on Page 44) 
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(Continued from Page 43) 

(Continued on Page 45) 
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(Continued from Page 44) 

(Continued on Page 46) 
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(Continued from Page 45) 

        11) What symptoms have you experienced? 

 12) Did you have a COVID-19 test? If so, when? Where were you tested, what were the results? 

 13) Have you had close contact with other community members who are not in your household over 

the last 14 days prior to onset of symptoms? If so, who? 
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Disorderly Conduct Code 

(Continued on Page 48) 
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(Continued from Page 47) 

(Continued on Page 49) 
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(Continued from Page 48) 
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***COMMUNITY NOTICE***  

Vehicle Registration and Titling 
  Vehicle Registration and Titling Location and Times Due to COVID-19 

Pandemic. 

  Administrative staff will be available to assist community members with 

vehicle titling and registration as follows:  

  By Appointment ONLY (Tuesday and Thursday afternoons) 1 p.m. to 2:30 

p.m. 

  Please call and schedule a time (715-682-7111).  

  At Chief Blackbird Center Odanah, Wis. 

  Please bring exact change and see the following staff:  

Lee Crowe, Administrative Receptionist ext. 1500 

 Amy Gonzalez, Tribal Operations Assistant ext. 1505 or Denise Gilles, 

Benefits Specialist ext. 1242 

~Miigwech 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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‘End’ Quote 
  The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These 
weekly statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and 
consider why it was written: 

 “When the wrong people leave your life, the                                                     
right things start to happen.”  
                                                            ~ be.positive.enjoy.life 
  

Watch for the next statement in the December 23 newsletter.  If you have a statement you would 

like to share, feel free to send it to Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal Lay Advo-
cate, Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov 
Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal lay Advocate Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. 

 

“Drum Beats,”  
is the newsletter for the Bad 

River Band of Lake Superior 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

  Drum Beats is circulated   

every other Wednesday 

throughout the year and is 

produced by The Bay City 

News Service of Ashland, Wis. 

Send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 or call 920-857-4673. 
Electronic Conferencing 

Dec. 17 is the deadline to submit news items for Dec. 23 newsletter 


