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Gray wolf off endangered list  

                          Photo by Brian Ross, Wisconsin DNR pilot and Shannon McNamara WDNR biologist 

 Gray wolves Gimiwan, (It Rains), left, breeding male of the Mashkiiziibii Pack and 
breeding female Nagweyaab (Rainbow), walk on a Bad River Reservation tributary. 

This photo was taken from a Wisconsin DNR airplane.   

Enraged Americans protest ruling that puts Ma’iingan future in question 

By Richard J. Pufall 

  For the Bad River Band 

The Ma’iingan, or gray wolf, long respected 

and revered by the Ojibwe people, and on the En-
dangered Species List for 45 years, was delisted 
by Donald J. Trump’s Administration on October 
29, five days before the Presidential election.  
  This move, of course, has drawn the interest, 
dismay, and concern of the Bad River Band in 
general and, specifically, of Abi Fergus, Wildlife 
Specialist for the Mashkiiziibii Natural Resources 
Department. The delisting turned management of 
gray wolf populations over to state and Tribal 
governments and brought 1.8 million angry com-
ments from enraged Americans. 
   “In addition to the potentially political timing of 
this delisting, the Great Lakes states are not ready 
to take on the responsibility of caring for 
Ma’iingan in the way that Bad River and other 
Great Lakes Tribes are,” Fergus said, 
“Wisconsin’s Wolf Plan is almost as old as I am. 
It hasn’t been updated since its publication in 
1999 and a two-decade lag on incorporating the 
latest science and ethical thinking is unacceptable.  
  “In my conversations with Tribal and treaty au-
thority biologists who have been caring for our 
relationship to Ma’iingan since before I was born, 
they are reflecting on the ways that the Great 
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Lakes states, in some ways, 
have not improved upon the 
tragic way delisting played out 
in the early 2010s, when tribal 
sovereignty was repeatedly 
ignored by state and federal 
governments.” 
   (To learn more context, you 
can watch Fergus’s presenta-
tion from the Great Lakes Wolf 
Symposium found on the wild-
life page: badriver-nsn.gov/
wildlife/). 
   In December of 2019, Sena-
tors Ron Johnson of Wiscon-
sin, Mike Lee and Mitt Rom-
ney from Utah, and Steve 
Daines from Montana intro-
duced legislations to remove 
the gray wolf from the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA). 
  The delisting was proposed 
by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Services so wolves 
could be managed by individu-
al states. 
   Sen. Lee 
said science 
is on the 
govern-
ment’s side. 
  “Today 
there are an 
estimated 
5,600 gray 
wolves in the 
United States 
and grey 
wolf popula-
tion contin-
ues to exceed 
the appropri-
ate manage-
ment levels,” 
Lee said. 
“The levels 
were estab-
lished by 
relevant state wildlife divisions 
and benchmarks from the Fish 
and Wildlife Service.” 
  The concern is, there are so 
many gray wolves roaming 
about that they have become a 
real threat to America’s live-

stock. And the plight of the 
American farmer was not lost 
on Fergus, who understands 
their fears. 
   “First, I just want to be clear 
that I really value the excruci-

atingly hard 
and under-
appreciated 
work that 
small farmers 
do to feed 
us,” Fergus 
said. “A pri-
mary focus of 
mine in the 
wildlife pro-
gram is work-
ing with farm-
ers that neigh-
bor the reser-
vation or the 
Ma’iingan 
Relationship 
Plan buffer 
zone. 
  “We trouble-
shoot keeping 
all sorts of 

native carnivores away from 
their livestock from the use of 
non-lethal deterrents like light 
makers and lines of fladry 
(flagging) to finding solutions 
through changing animal hus-
bandry. Attitude studies are 

available that tried exploring 
different categories like farm-
ers, deer hunters, and bear 
hunters. 
  “Generally, bear hunters are 
the most anti-wolf demograph-
ic and the ones with money in 
Washington. For the most part 
I believe that farmers don’t 
want to see their animal com-
panions die, understand that 
carnivores are part of the land-
scape, and just want to be able 
to make a living. One farmer I 
work very closely with lives by 
the understanding that a new 
individual or pack will always 
replace the empty niche that is 
made once someone choses to 
kill a native carnivore, and 
instead it is better to find ways 
to build an understanding of 
coexistence with these carni-
vores.” 
  The gray wolf population in 
the lower 48 states stands at 
approximately 6,000, but Fer-
gus says it’s not really about 
the numbers. 
  “Most of those Ma’iinganag 
(wolves) are in the arrowhead 
region of what we now call 
Minnesota,” she said. “That’s 
also where the Great Lakes 
population revived itself from, 
after a point in which 

Ma’iinganag had been extirpat-
ed (regionally driven extinct) 
in what we now call Wisconsin 
and Michigan. 
  “I don’t appreciate the way 
the natural sciences are hung 
up on population numbers, 
because when it comes down to 
it a number doesn’t mean any-
thing. It’s how the population 
interacts with the ecosystem 
that matters, and we’re distract-
ed by counts rather than ex-
ploring how the current popu-
lations of Ma’iingan are shap-
ing their ecosystems. Maybe 
helping prevent the spread of 
CWD. Maybe helping to keep 
beavers out of certain areas. 
  “This kind of understanding 
takes time, and we haven’t had 
the time, resources, and focus 
to learn before interest groups 
with money have once again 
influenced what should be sci-
entific and ethical decision. All 
that being said, Ma’iinganag 
and humans were once the 
most widespread animals on 
the globe, and in many cases 
Ma’iingan paved the way for 
us to learn how to survive in 
new habitats and ecosystems 
we came across as we spread 
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across the globe. For me, that helps put 
into context the fact that in the lower 48 
states, Ma’iingan has only been allowed to 
occupy the northern fringes of the northern 
states, for the most part.” 
  The delisting of the gray wolf, announced 
on October 29,  outraged Americans, with 
approximately 1.8 million comments sub-
mitted by the public opposing the ruling. 
Additionally, 86 members of Congress (in 
both the House and Senate), 100 scientists, 
230 businesses and 367 veterinary profes-
sionals submitted letters opposing the wolf 
delisting plan. Even the scientific peer 
reviews commissioned by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service itself found that the agen-
cy’s proposal contained numerous errors 
and appeared to come to a predetermined 
conclusion, with inadequate scientific sup-
port. Despite this public and scientific out-
cry, the ruling removes all federal protec-
tions from gray wolves. 
  Randy Johnson, a large carnivore special-
ist for Wisconsin's Department of Natural 
Resources, told Wisconsin Public Radio 
last month that if wolf management fell 
back to the state, it would use all of the 
tools available to find a balance, “between 
a healthy and sustainable wolf population, 
but also addressing those social concerns 
and livestock concerns when and where 
needed.” 
   However, turning management of gray 
wolf populations over to state and Tribal 
governments was of least concern for Fer-
gus. 
  “This is the facet of delisting that I don’t 
have any concerns over, because the Great 
Lakes Tribes started 2020 with the Mash-
kiiziibii Ma’iingan Symposium,” Fergus 
said. “At this gathering we reflected on the 
delisting period in the early 2010s, dis-
cussed the pending or completed update of 
Tribal Ma’iingan plans, and began forming 
a network of Tribes to collaborate on car-
ing for our relationship with Ma’iingan. 
The Bad River Tribe has had a Ma’iingan 
Plan since 2013 when previous Wildlife 
Specialist Lacey Hill-Kastern originally 
published it. With the help of the commu-
nity and Lacey’s mentorship, I updated the 
plan with recent science and improved 
incorporation of Anishinaabe knowledge 
in 2019. Ma’iinganag within the Bad River 
Reservation and extending out into a six-

mile buffer zone around the reservation 
(outlined in the Mashkiiziibii Ma’iingan 
Relationship Plan) are not to be hunted.  
  “The Tribes have been doing so much 
good for Ma’iingan in preparation for this 
day, and now the situation remains that we 
are waiting on proper Tribal consultation 
from the state and federal governments and 
involvement in the update of Great Lakes 
state plans.” 
  The gray wolf population in Wisconsin 
stands at about 1,100. If that seems low, it 
shouldn’t. 
  “This is actually the highest the 
Ma’iingan population has been here post-
colonization, but there could certainly be 
more,” Fergus said. “What’s interesting is 
that a lot of biologists and others were ar-
guing the wolf population in Wisconsin 
was leveling out the past few years, but 
this year the population was significantly 
up. I love how Ma’iingan proves us wrong 
or reminds us that we don’t know every-
thing.” 
   With so many Americans outraged by 
the delisting and 1.8 million comments in 
opposition, one has to wonder how this 
“unpopular” ruling was approved. 
  “This is a political decision,” Fergus said. 
“In addition to the record number of public 
comments against delisting, all five scien-
tific reviewers of the proposal had con-
cerns about delisting wolves. Attitude 
studies are repeatedly showing that the 
public is often in favor of living with 
wolves, but there has been a history of 

bear hunting lobbies in particular throwing 
money around to get the wolf delisted and 
hunted. 
  “The federal government never even con-
sulted with the Bad River Tribe in formal 
Tribal consultation, so in many ways this 
delisting can be shown to be reckless and 
invalid. The Endangered Species List Act 
is not very strong, and interest groups, 
legislatures, and Presidential administra-
tions have historically been chipping away 
at it to weaken it. 
  “There are other paths forward though. 
Peter David talks about a Ma’iingan Pro-
tection Act, like the Golden and Bald Ea-
gle Protection Act that offers these rela-
tives protection even though they aren’t on 
the Endangered Species Act. White Earth 
elder Zhaashiigid Nooding (Bob Shimek) 
is working on a tribal endangered species 
act. I think it’s time to take new approach-
es and learn from a clear politicized back 
and forth that has put Ma’iingan on and off 
the Endangered Species List over and over 
again throughout my lifetime.” 
  The gray wolf had been protected for 45 
years, but if hunting and trapping of the 
Ma’iingan is allowed it wouldn’t take long 
before theses wolves are endangered again. 
  “Yes, we have clear examples of what 
happened in Wisconsin specifically last 
time – hunting quotas were greatly over-
shot,” Fergus said. “Reservation wolves 
were murdered. Also, delisting doesn’t 
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Gray wolves Gimiwan, left, and Nagweyaab of the Mashkiiziibii Pack, make their way along 

a Bad River Reservation tributary. There are about 1,100 gray wolves in Wisconsin.                                                                                                                  



usually happen across all of Turtle Island 
(North America), it usually happens re-
gionally. The wolves in the Rockies al-
ready receive less protections and in Idaho 
it is estimated that the government is kill-
ing up to 50 percent of the Ma’iingan pop-
ulation – 500 wolves last I saw.   
  “We know what will happen, but I am 
holding to the hope that 
we have until the au-
tumn of 2021 before a 
hunt could happen in 
Wisconsin and in that 
time I hope others will 
join me to try and make 
law, policy, and society 
better understanding 
and honoring 
Ma’iingan. I believe we 
can at least reduce the 
harm that was caused 
last time if we learn 
from the past.” 
   Fergus said some 
Tribal governments, such as White Earth 
in northwestern Minnesota, have already 
taken steps to protect the Ma’iingan. 
White Earth already has laws dedicating 
the Reservation as a sanctuary for the gray 
wolf, and other Tribes are in conversations 
about improving or adding protection 
laws. 
  She said Minnesota is setting an excellent 
example as they proactively began updat-
ing their plan before delisting and are in-
cluding Tribes, respectfully. Michigan, 
Fergus said, has reported the intention to 
update its plan, but Wisconsin has been 

silent on that matter. 
  “This is a question we should all be pres-
suring State government on, and I did get 
to participate in a good meeting with Wis-
consin Governor Tony Evers, Tribal 
Council, and the co-organizers of the 
Ma’iingan Symposium so they should 
know where Bad River stands and what 
the Tribe expects of the State,” Fergus 
said. 
   The news of the delisting of the gray 
wolf from the Endangered Species List 
came just after Ma’iingan Awareness 

Week. But there could be 
no good time for this 
announcement. 
  To the Anishinaabe peo-
ple, the Ma’iingan is not 
just an animal, a fury, 
four-legged predator that 
must hunt to survive. It is 
a sacred brother, to be 
honored and respected.  
  “I’m actually going to 
speak about one way that 
this Anishinaabe relation-
ship and understanding 
resonates with me, be-
cause I am not native and 

I am honored to answer these questions 
about Ma’iingan but I am not the right 
person to speak to this one,” Fergus said. 
“Looking at the world through the con-
cepts and stories of evolutions is fascinat-
ing to me. 
  “Earlier I mentioned how wolves helped 
humans spread across the globe by teach-
ing us how to live in new habitats – that of 
course is known in Anishinaabe teachings. 
I just read, “The First Domestication,” by 
Pierotti and Fogg and it was amazing, be-
cause it turned my Western concept of 
“domestication” on its head. 

  “Domestication isn’t about humans 
‘taming’ other animals, it’s about entering 
into a relationship that influences both 
members. The First Domestication book 
pointed out that Ma’iingan is essentially 
an evolutionary brother to all of us and 
shaped us – namely in the way we have 
learned to live communally, like a pack. 
This is also known in Anishinaabe 
knowledge.  
  “A final example of my learning from 
this book is on the arbitrary binary be-
tween a “wolf” and a “dog.” Defining a 
species is not actually clear cut and is de-
termined scientifically with a combination 
of DNA comparisons, whether individuals 
can reproduce, and ecologically if clearly 
separated species seem to exist. 
 “Anishinaabeg and other indigenous peo-
ple of Turtle Island seemed to differentiate 
dog and wolf based on whether the indi-
vidual was living with humans (dog) or 
not (wolf). My point is that even though 
bad Western science can often be used to 
try and separate us humans from our kin in 
the natural world, good science helps me 
understand and contextualize the rich his-
tory Anishinaabeg already hold with 
Ma’iingan.” 
   It should be understood that strong, legal 
actions as well as words of protest have 
been aimed at overturning the delisting of 
the gray wolf. 
   Said Fergus: “Various organizations that 
work on positive Ma’iingan education 
have been preparing for this delisting and 
a lawsuit is certainly under way.” 
 
   Addie Haughey, Legislative Director,             
of Lands, Wildlife, and Oceans 
Earthjustice & Rod Boam of the Cache Valley 
Daily.com contributed to this story. 
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  The following are statements from a coalition of organi-
zations that work toward wildlife conservation: 
 
  “This is no ‘Mission Accomplished’ moment for wolf recovery,” 
said Kristen Boyles, Earthjustice attorney. “Wolves are only 
starting to get a toehold in places like Northern California and 
the Pacific Northwest, and wolves need federal protection to 
explore habitat in the Southern Rockies and the Northeast. This 
delisting decision is what happens when bad science drives bad 
policy – and it’s illegal, so we will see them in court.” 

   “Until all wildlife voices are weighted equally and the state 
agencies inhumane and unscientific management plans are 
changed to reflect real Wisconsin values on wolf conservation 
and independent research, then the wolf hasn’t truly recov-
ered. Endangered species conservation begins and ends with 
managing and educating people. Delisting would essentially 
throw the wolf back into the hands of the very same attitudes 
and practices that caused their extinction in Wisconsin,” said 
Melissa Smith, director of Great Lakes Wildlife Alliance and 
Friends of the Wisconsin Wolf & Wildlife.  

 Continued below, on Page 5 
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  “Wolves are too imperiled and ecologically important to be 
cruelly trapped or gunned down for sport,” said Collette Adkins, 
Carnivore Conservation Director at the Center for Biological 
Diversity. “The Trump administration is catering to trophy hunt-
ers, the livestock industry and other special interests that want 
to kill wolves. We’ll do everything we can to stop it.” 
  
  “The decision to remove critical protections for still-recovering 
gray wolves is dangerously short-sighted, especially in the face 
of an extinction crisis. We should be putting more effort into 
coexistence with wolves instead of stripping critical protections 
still needed for their full recovery. The science is clear that we 
need to be doing more to protect nature 
and wildlife, not less,” said Sierra Club Ex-
ecutive Director Michael Brune.   
 
  “We are disappointed in the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s final determination to 
remove federal protections for the gray 
wolf in the lower 48 states,” states Angela 
Grimes, CEO of Born Free USA. “With cur-
rent gray wolf habitats spanning states that 
are hostile toward the species, gray wolves 
still teeter on the verge of recovery. Delisting this American icon 
appeases a small percentage of the American public and will 
surely damage the viability of future populations.” 
 
  “Without the protections afforded by the Endangered Species 
Act, gray wolves would never have recovered in the places 
where they are now,” said Leda Huta, Executive Director of the 
Endangered Species Coalition. “By removing protections across 
the country, the Trump Administration is abandoning efforts to 
restore this iconic American species to millions of acres of wild 
habitat.” 
 
  “Protecting and restoring the iconic call of the wolf is our duty 
to not only the populations of wolves that continue to be perse-
cuted to this day, but to the ecosystems that depend upon 
them.  Removing protections for wolves under the Endangered 
Species Act ensures that these much-maligned creatures will 
continue to struggle for their rightful place in the natural 
world,” stated Louie Psihoyos, Founder and Executive Director 
of Oceanic Preservation Society. “As we confront the 6th Mass 
Extinction, we must work to defend every living component to 
maintain nature’s complex and delicate balance.” 
 

  “Wolves are just beginning a tentative recovery in states like 
Washington, Oregon, California, and Colorado, and the howl of 
the wolf is completely absent from their natural habitats in 
states like Nevada and Utah,” said Erik Molvar, a wildlife biolo-
gist and Executive Director of Western Watersheds Project. 
“Removing Endangered Species Act protections before wolf pop-
ulations are secure, and before their recovery is complete, is 
ecologically irresponsible.” 
 
  “By turning over gray wolf management to the states, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service is relying on local management regimes that 
often undermine gray wolf recovery efforts,” said Cathy Liss, 
president of the Animal Welfare Institute. “Many of the states’ 
wolf management plans are vague and unenforceable, lack 
sources of funding, and prioritize recreational hunting interests 
over the maintenance of viable wolf populations. Gray wolves 

are apex predators who play a vital role in 
ecosystems, contribute to a multibillion-
dollar outdoor tourism industry, and are a 
beloved symbol of our nation’s wildlands.” 
 
  “Where wolves are unprotected, they are 
mercilessly persecuted, as we’ve already had 
a glimpse of in Wyoming, Idaho, and Mon-
tana, ” said Lindsay Larris, Wildlife Program 
Director at WildEarth Guardians. “Now they 
are defenseless across their range, which is 

bad news for wolves, but good news for people who want to 
shoot and trap them. The Trump administration is once again 
destroying our shared natural resources for the interests of a 
few." 
 
  “Stripping protections for gray wolves is premature and reck-
less,” said Defenders of Wildlife President and CEO, Jamie Rap-
paport Clark. “Gray wolves occupy only a fraction of their for-
mer range and need continued federal protection to fully recov-
er. We will be taking the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to court 
to defend this iconic species.”  
  
  “If we want to save wolves, we need a national plan, if not a 
continental one,” said Environment America’s Conservation 
Program Senior Director Steve Blackledge. “Wolves need plenty 
of space to roam, and it just doesn’t make sense to create arbi-
trary boundaries for them. Do we really want to lose the hearty 
howl of the gray wolf on our watch?” 
 
  — Compiled by Addie Haughey, Legislative Director of Lands, 
Wildlife, and Oceans Earthjustice. 
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County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 429 5 

Bayfield 431 3 

Iron 274 5 

Douglas 1,097 1 

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Tracking COVID-19 
  As of this morning, November 11, there were 10,065,518  cases of COVID-19, the 

coronavirus, in the United States, with 237,259 deaths. The first coronavirus case in  

Wisconsin was reported on February 5. There are 15 active cases of COVID-19 on 

the Bad River Reservation remaining from 63 positive tests. There have been a total 

of  278,843 cases reported in the state and 2,395 deaths. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

For the dedicated profes-

sionals at the Bad River 
Health and Wellness Center, 
it didn’t matter who won elec-
tion as President of the United 
States. Their focus has been 
on science and its application 
to the good health of the Bad 
River Community. 
  “Whomever takes the role of 
President of the United States, 
it would be excellent to see 
the leader of our country col-
laborate with medical experts 
to combat the virus,” said Pam 
Feustel, Public Health Nurse 
for the BRHWC. “Seeing the 
POTUS model behaviors that 
will encourage the rest of the 
country to do the same and 
slow the spread would be a 
great start. It has to come from 
the top down.” 
   Many pundits believe that 
President Donald J. Trump’s 
failure to recognize, address 
and combat COVID-19 was 
the primary reason he lost the 
White House to President-
elect Joe Biden. 
  Biden, for his part, must 
make COVID-19 a priority, 
but needs to find a way to do 
so, while at the same time 
reviving a struggling econo-
my. Biden said he would do 
just that Saturday night during 
his acceptance speech as Pres-
ident-elect. The next day, he 
set up a Coronavirus Task 
Force. 

  At this writing, the United 
States has recorded a whopping 
10,065,518 cases of COVID-19 
with record numbers being 
posted daily in the nation and 
the State of Wisconsin. Some 
237,259 Americans have died 
from the coronavirus, including 
2,395 in Wisconsin. Biden’s 
difficult balancing act will be 
to find a way to beat the virus 
and keep the economy running. 
   Before his election Biden 

promised he would listen to 
medical experts and use their 
expertise and the guidelines of 
science in his administration’s 
efforts to defeat the virus. And, 
he has said, he would consider 
a lockdown of non-essential 
businesses and a nation-wide 
mask mandate to control 
COVID-19. That, however, 
would likely be met with strong 
blowback from Republicans 
and others who would see these 

measures as violations of civil 
liberties. 
   For example, recently a judge 
in El Paso County, Texas, or-
dered a two-week shutdown 
of nonessential services amid 
growing hospitalizations in 
the area.  The Texas attorney 
general, however, joined sev-
eral restaurant owners in su-
ing to block the order. 

Continued below, on Page 9 

Biden takes lead on COVID-19 

With election 
over, it’s time  
for fast action 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 
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And a surge in coronavirus cases has led 
officials in Harrison County, Iowa — a 
heavily Republican county — to require 
people to wear facemasks in public. 
But Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds has 
continued to downplay efforts to contain 
the virus and has rejected mask require-
ments. Reynolds has said Iowans must 
learn to live with the virus 
  “It is difficult to determine if shutdowns are 
necessary as every city, state, and region has 
their own challenges,” said Tina Gerovac-
Lavasseur, Bad River Public Health Nurse.  
“That is something that needs to be deter-
mined on a higher level. As far as facemasks 
in public, it has been proven that facemasks 
reduce the spread of COVID, as we are look-
ing this virus square in the eye, it is im-
portant that we do all we can to protect our-
selves … facemasks are the least we can do.” 
  It has been more than nine months since the 
first positive case of COVID-19 was reported 
in Wisconsin. During the endless days of this 
pandemic the phrase, “quarantine fatigue” 
has become a part of our daily vocabulary. 
At this writing, the Bad River Community 
has endured 63 positive cases of COVID-19 
with 15 currently active. However, the health 
professionals say, “quarantine fatigue” has 
not been an issue on the Reservation. 
  “Fortunately, we are not seeing this in our 
healthcare setting,” Feustel said, “We have a 
very strong team that is dedicated to keeping 
our community safe and free from the virus. 
We have discussed caregiver fatigue, and the 
signs and symptoms to look for. We are here 
and supportive of the community and our 
employees.” 
  The BRHWC began using a new, heated 
testing shelter which was put into place on 
October 19. It replaced the old, open-air tent 
which had been used before the weather 
turned colder. 
  “The new testing shelter is an excellent tool 
for the clinic to continue testing the commu-
nity even as the weather becomes a little less 
than desirable,” Gerovac-Lavasseur said. 
“We can run two lanes through the testing 
shelter at one time, and a provider is always 
on hand to assess those who may be sympto-
matic.” 
  At one point the Bad River Clinic was test-
ing 40-50 people per day, but that number 
has tapered off. 
  “On a typical day we are testing just over 
20 people,” Feustel said. “Mondays, we test 
staff, and that number can range to be well 
over 50. So far, not counting, the mass clin-
ics, the most we have tested was 94. During 

our last mass clinic, we did test 203 individu-
als.” 
   Unscientific observation of individuals in 
and around the City of Ashland seems to 
indicate that there are many people who still 
refuse to wear masks. 
  “We have unfortunately seen the same in 
some areas of town,” Gerovac-Lavasseur 
said. “However, here in Bad River, the com-
munity members seem to be very proactive 
and willing to do their part to protect them-
selves and the community. We feel very for-
tunate that the community continues to come 
together to fight this virus.” 
  Positive cases of COVID-19 are spiking all 
over the United States, and Wisconsin has 
been particularly hard hit. 
  In Ashland County in the last two weeks, 

positive cases increased by 155 (274 to 429).  
More important, the death toll rose from 
three to five.  
   In Bayfield County, positive cases went up 
by 206 (225-431). Three people have died 
from COVID-19 in Bayfield County. 
   Douglas County, with 323 new cases, saw 
the largest increase from 774 to 1,097. And 
Iron County cases went up by 84 from 190 to 
274, with five deaths. 
  Just days before the election, Trump criti-
cized Biden for his stance on the issues. 
    “COVID, COVID, COVID!” Trump la-
mented. “That’s all that guy talks about.” 
   And, that might turn out to be a good thing. 

COVID-19  
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By Gene Bigboy, Jr. 
For the Bad River Band 

After reading a very coura-

geous story on another COVID
-19 victim’s ordeal it encour-
aged me to write my own in 
hopes that it will help others 
during this very scary time. 
  I am terrible with dates so 
forgive me for that. My story 
began when I noticed a very 
sudden onset of what I thought 
was a simple cold. But at the 
time I did note, “Boy that was 
fast, I was feeling fine yester-
day.” That was on a Wednes-
day. I treated myself with Ty-
lenol, Vicks, and a cold steam-
er. They helped but then I de-
veloped this nagging, dry 
cough. At the time I really did 
not think twice about it. “Oh, it 
will go away in a few days.” 
  Come Saturday, I was in town 
grocery shopping when I got a 
call reminding me of testing at 
the Bad River Clinic that day. I 
thought, “If I have time I’ll 
go.” (I had tested negative four 
times previously, so I was not 
really concerned). 
  Got back to Odanah earlier 
than expected and received 
another call from family about 
the testing so I went. The clinic 
did a great job again. Went 
right through no waiting. 
There! Done and forgot about 
it! 
  Come Monday I’m sitting at 
home and my son, Craig, rush-
es in all out of breath and excit-
ed, “I just got my results back 
and it’s positive!” I got scared! 
A minute later, while still sit-
ting there, my phone rings. 
“Eugene, you have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, you must 
go into immediate quarantine!” 
  I thought I was a “goner!” My 
world began to whirl, spin! 
Before I knew It, I had packed 

a bag and was on my way to 
isolation, quarantine at a very 
nice hotel that our Tribe had 
set up right near the lake. The 
first day is a blur, you’re 
scared, you can’t believe it, 
you’re mad, you’re getting all 
these phone calls, Oh my God, 
why me? 
  After the first day and a very 
long night, we got to talk to our 
Tribal health staff. Their infor-
mation and encouragement 
settled my son and I down tre-
mendously. This was not a 
death sentence! This was an 
illness that we caught and that 
millions of others were in the 
same boat. 
  We even talked to workers at 
the hotel who had had COVID-
19 and were right back to their 
normal selves. 
  We did rack our brains trying 

to figure out where we got 
careless and after hours and 
hours of that we both agreed it 
was futile to try to pin down 
and gave up. We had COVID-
19 and that was that! 
   I have to admit the first no-
tion is to try to hide the fact 
you have the dreaded COVID-
19 virus, but after awhile it 
dawned on me that who did I 
possibly expose to this virus? 
  Here again the health staff 
helped, assuring me that all 
possible contacts had been no-
tified and were being tested. 
We quit looking for someone 
to blame!  
  We completed our entire 
quarantine and went home. But 
home was not like anything we 
had left. COVID-19 had struck 
my family hard! My Mom, 
sister, nephew, niece, and 

grandkids were sick with it. 
After another long quarantine 
period all were cleared, but we 
were all a little “gun shy” 
about just about everything and 
everyone! 
  It’s been a month and a half 
since I have visited Mom. We 
talk on the phone, but I miss 
my visits with the family. 
  In closing, I guess what I 
want to stress to people is, 
COVID-19 is an illness. Any-
one can catch it at any time. 
The precautions work! Do not 
get careless! And get a test if 
you show any of the symp-
toms. Hiding or ignoring the 
fact can only put your family, 
friends, and co-workers at risk. 
 
   Stay strong and healthy! 

  — Gene “Squeak” Bigboy 

He tells tale of surviving COVID-19 
Tribal member Gene Bigboy hopes his story will help others cope with virus 

                                                                                                                                                      Photo by the Bay City News Service                                                                        

Gene Bigboy, along with his mother, son, sister, nephew, niece, and grandkids were all sick with the        

coronavirus, but found a way to recover from this dreaded illness. 
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Safe  
Sixth of a series:  Don’t let your baby get too hot 

Sleep  

 

 

 

 

For  

the 

 details! 

Carol Nickel 

  If you would like more detailed 
information on safe sleep, please 
do not hesitate to reach out to 
me: 
 
Carol Nickel RN MCH 
Bad River Health and Wellness 
Center 
715-682-7133 ext. 4354 
c.nickel@badriverHWC.com 
 
   Or look for more information 
in the November 25 newsletter.  
  Until then, “SLEEP SAFE.”  

Photo courtesy  

of the 

 Safe to Sleep Campaign 

 
 
 

 

mailto:c.nickel@badriverHWC.com
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Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Eldred Corbine 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara L. Stone 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 
Anne Rosin 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54861 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, financial-

ly stable government; to maintain Tribal Sov-

ereignty; and enable members to progress in-

dividually, toward a more fulfilling life cultur-

ally, spiritually, and economically. 

November 2 
Mary Jo Rose  

Darryl (Fred) Rosin 

John Wilmer  

November 3 
Michael Whitebird  
November 5 
Gloria Gilles  
Mona Pluckinski  
November 6 
Ardis (Tiny) Cloud 
Bernard Nelis  
November 9 
Mary Maday  

Kenneth Wilmer, Sr. 
November 10 
Deborah Whitebird   
Elaine Zompolas   

November 11 
William Erickson  
November 14 
Daniel Blackorbay  
November 15 
Philip Soulier  
Roseanne Deperry  
November 16 

Teryl Soulier  

November 17 

Michael Barbano  

November 18 

Joseph Szwarek     

November 20 

Lloyd Neveaux 

Rosemary Wilmer  

November 21 
Pamela Nelis 
Terrance Deloney 
November 22 

Arlene Corbine  
Bernice Wiggins 
November 24 
Kathryn (Kate) Nelis 
November 25 
Jeanette Neveaux   
November 26 

Cora Soulier 

Vernon Stone 

November 28 

William Gilles 
Bernard E. Stone  

 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in November 

 

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know). 
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Tribe gets threat of COVID-19 
Today, I step up on the soapbox to preach to the choir about 

the best ways to deal with the coronavirus. 
  You, the Tribal members of The Bad River Band, are the 
members of that choir, singing in one strong voice against this 
sinister, invisible foe. So, no sermon is called for and no preach-
ing need be done. You get it and have since this COVID-19 
pandemic began some nine months ago.  
  First-hand observations and feedback from the 
medical professionals at the Bad River Health and 
Wellness Center have made it clear that Tribal 
members – for the most part – are united in this 
struggle against the virus. 
  Tribal members have embraced the guidelines 
from the CDC and BRHWC and have worn masks, 
practiced social distancing, quarantined when ap-
propriate, and washed their hands millions of times. 
Perhaps no community, large or small, has done a 
better job of dealing with COVID-19 than the Bad 
River Reservation.  
  In fact, during the first seven months of the pan-
demic, Bad River had pitched a shutout against 
COVID-19, with zero positive tests. But no commu-
nity is immune forever from COVID-19. At this 
writing there have been 63 positive tests for the 
coronavirus with 15 remaining active. 
  On October 19, Bad River took another step forward to combat 
COVID-19, by replacing the testing tent behind the BRHWC 
with a new, heated shelter in front of the Clinic. 
  I spend a little time each week on the Reservation and a lot in 
Ashland, my hometown, where I returned in 2011 after four 
decades away. It’s not a competition and no one is keeping 
score. And that’s good for Ashland because Bad River is the 
runaway winner. 
   It’s more about attitude than numbers. In Ashland, I’ve seen 
too many mask-less faces and people huddling closer than six-
feet apart. And I’ve heard loud and detailed opposition to CDC 
guidelines and even denials about the existence of the corona-
virus. 

   A few weeks ago, I walked into a grocery store, wearing my 
mask and pushing my cart. About 10 feet ahead of me was a 
mask-less, older man, rushing to get his shopping done. A nice 
young woman, employed by the store, greeted the man in a 
sweet, friendly voice, “Hello sir, welcome. Excuse me, sir, but 
we do require the wearing of facemasks.” 
  The man, angry and loud, barked back: “I ain’t wearing no     
%@##*!& mask!” 
  The young woman, clearly frightened and intimidated, backed 

away. And no one else confronted the man. Under-
standable. No store employee gets combat pay. 
  No one should win an argument by screaming at the 
top of his lungs in double-negatives laced with ob-
scenities. But on this day, in this store, this guy did. 
  A couple months earlier, in that same grocery store, 
before the mask requirement, I encountered an old 
friend who said he wasn’t wearing a mask because, 
“that would be a violation of my civil liberties.” 
  I wanted to respect his feelings, but I just couldn’t. 
So I asked, “would it hurt you to wear a mask.” 
  He frowned and replied, “Yes, it would.” 
  And so ended an uncomfortable conversation. 
  I few days ago, in a local laundromat, a young mask
-less man walked in, saw people wearing masks and 
launched into a tirade. He said the coronavirus was a 

political hoax started to defeat President Donald Trump. Fur-
thermore, he shouted, “this pandemic is no worse than the flu. 
It’s a big joke.” 
  This is, indeed, a free country. Everyone is entitled to their 
opinion. But COVID-19 is not a matter of opinion. It is deadly, 
scientific fact. This virus has killed 1,263,092 around the world, 
237,259 in the United States and 2,395 in Wisconsin. That’s not 
a hoax and it’s not the flu. It is no joke. 
  It is more than a little sad that this virus is spreading faster than 
the brain power of some people who just don’t get it or refuse to 
understand. 
  Bad River Community members get it. They understand. 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-

nsn.gov 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

November 19 
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If you need to contact 
the school … 

   For any parent or students needing to contact the 
school regarding virtual learning, problems with 
Chromebooks or any other assistance, you can contact 
our Home School    Coordinators using the information 
below.  

  Dial direct line: 715-682-7827, then enter extension. 

  Extensions:  
  Myron Burns (LSE)- 3412    

  mburns@sdak12.net 
 
  Faye Maday (AMS)- 2012 

  dnaday@sdak12.net 
 
  Joe Corbin (AHS)- 1011 

  jcorbine@sdak12.net 
 

                     — Stephanie Julian, Education Director 

 

 

mailto:mburns@sdak12.net
mailto:dnaday@sdak12.net
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Beware of fake $50 bills 
Please be on the lookout for FAKE $50 dollar bills being circulated in the Bad River Community.  Four 
fake $50 dollar bills have made their way to our Accounting Department.  If anyone comes across any of 
these please DO NOT ACCEPT as valid currency! 

            Below are steps to spot a counterfeit $50: 

 

  

and the security strip will appear. It should be located in exactly the 
location shown above, right. To the right of President Grant and cross-
ing underneath the left leg of the "U" in United. 
  If the security strip is not visible when held in front of a light or is visi-
ble without the light, it's fake.  

 2 

Next, while holding it up to the light, a hologram image of Grant will 
appear on the front/right side of the bill. (Shown at left). This image is 
not visible without the light source behind it. If you don't see this fea-
ture, it’s counterfeit. 

The $50 dollar bill is 
designed with two 
main features to look 
for in avoiding coun-
terfeit bills.  

1 
The first thing to look 
for is the security strip, 
at right. You can only 
see it when a light 
source is behind the 
bill. To view this, hold 
your bill up to a light  

3 

Next, check the "50" on the bottom-right cor-
ner. It is made with color-shifting ink, so if you 
tilt the bill in different directions, the color will 
change. 
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Tribal policy means daily  

screening for all employees 
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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19 

 within the Reservation 

  In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the 
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable.  In response 
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:   
   
  “The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gam-
ing facility and limited other activities in 
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting 
our tribal community and surrounding areas. 
 
  “Regardless of the State Supreme Court deci-
sion, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-at-
Home’ guidance with the outcome of protecting 
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of 
our public health and medical staff. 
 
  “We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to 
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and 
health of our communities.” 
 
  For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at  http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer.  Miigwech! 

 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
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Bad River Food Shelf 
Hours 

               

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon 

Friday: 9 a.m.-noon 
 
Anyone needing Food Shelf please 
call ahead before noon, 715-682-
7127.  If there is no answer leave 
a message with a return phone 
number. 
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What’s your story? 

If you know of a good story from the 

Bad River Community that needs to be 

told in “Drum Beats,” just send an email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call  

920-857-4673. 
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(See form to fill out, next page) 
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See permission slip below, Page 30 



Page 30                                                                November 11, 2020                                             

 

 

Smiles on Wheels permission slip 
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Snowplowing available for private drives 
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Bad River Elderly Special Annual/Election 
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Elderly Center 
Menu 
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Education Department remains open to offer help during COVID-19 

 The Bad River Education Department remains open 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  The department can be contacted at the information 
listed here for all of your higher education needs.  
  If you are a current student who will be continuing 
college in the Fall, please send email  for a scholarship 
application and any questions you might have. 
  We are here to help! 
 

Education Dept. 

Bad River Tribe 

P.O. Box 39 

72682 Maple St. 

Odanah, WI 54861 

Phone: (715) 682-7111 ext. 1533 
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Reminder: Bad River is under a  

“Shelter at Home” order! 

 
How do I know if I was exposed? 

 
If you think you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, follow the steps be-
low to monitor your health and to avoid spreading the disease to others. 
You generally need to be in close contact with a sick person to get infected. Close con-
tact includes: 

• Living in the same household as a sick person with COVID-19 

• Caring for a sick person with COVID-19 

• Being within 6 feet of a sick person with COVID-19 for about 15 minutes 

• Being in direct contact with secretions from a sick person with COVID-19 (e.g. be-
ing coughed on, kissing, sharing utensils, etc.) 
If you have not been in close contact with a person who you know had COVID-19, you 
are at low, but not zero risk for infection. Cases of COVID-19 do occur due to commu-
nity spread from people you may not know have COVID-19, which is why hand hy-
giene, wearing a face mask or cloth covering, and social distancing are important pre-
vention measures. 
If you have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 but not in close contact, you can 
continue to go to work or school but you should monitor your health for 14 days and, if 
you become ill, you should stay away from others and contact your health care provid-
er. 
Bad River Public Health will provide support or assistance to help meet the needs 

of individuals who are isolated or quarantined. This may include meeting basic 

needs such as medications, food, and potentially shelter.  

 

The next 2 weeks will be important to protect yourself and family. Please 

continue to follow the guidelines and “Shelter at Home” order.  

Stay Safe & Be Well!! 
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Tribal face-covering requirement 

(Continued on Page 40) 
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(Continued from Page 39) 

(Continued on Page 41) 
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(Continued from Page 40) 
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Isolation/Quarantine Order for the Bad River Community 

(Continued on Page 43) 

Note: The quarantine ordinance puts into place the legal enforcement mechanism if a Tribal member who 
tests positive for COVID-19 refuses to quarantine for the safety of the Bad River Community.  
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(Continued from Page 42) 

(Continued on Page 44) 
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(Continued from Page 43) 

(Continued on Page 45) 
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(Continued from Page 44) 

(Continued on Page 46) 
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(Continued from Page 45) 

        11) What symptoms have you experienced? 

 12) Did you have a COVID-19 test? If so, when? Where were you tested, what were the results? 

 13) Have you had close contact with other community members who are not in your household over 

the last 14 days prior to onset of symptoms? If so, who? 
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Disorderly Conduct Code 

(Continued on Page 48) 
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(Continued from Page 47) 

(Continued on Page 49) 
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(Continued from Page 48) 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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Bad River landowners who are whereabouts unknown 
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‘End’ Quote 
  The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These weekly 
statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and consider 
why it was written: 

   “Do the right thing, even when no one is 
 looking. It’s called integrity!” 
                                         ~ frequentlyinterrupted.com 
  Watch for the next statement in the November 25 newsletter.  If you have a statement you 
would like to share, feel free to send it to Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Le-
gal Lay Advocate, Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov 
Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal lay Advocate 
Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. 

 

“Drum Beats,”  
is the newsletter for the Bad 

River Band of Lake Superior 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

  Drum Beats is circulated   

every other Wednesday 

throughout the year and is 

produced by The Bay City 

News Service of Ashland, Wis. 

Send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 or call 920-857-4673. 
Electronic Conferencing 

Nov. 19 is the deadline to submit news items for Nov. 25 newsletter 


