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Help is here, right at home 
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Domestic abuse and violence against 

women. Those problems have plagued the 
planet since the beginning of human inter-
action. It is prevalent all over our world, 
nation, state, and neighborhoods. But is 
this issue more common on the Bad River 
Reservation than we might think? 
   “Yes,” said Hiedi-Beth Burns, who for 
20 years has devoted her professional life 
to understanding and helping victims of 
domestic abuse. “And now with COVID 
it’s even worse, because they (victims) are 
actually – I don’t want to use this word –  
but it’s true, they are trapped in their 
homes and having that controlling partner 
makes it very difficult for them to reach 
out or even have those safety nets with 
friends who they could talk to.” 
   As manager of the Zhawenindig Program 
Services, Burns leads a dedicated staff of 

professionals who address the scourge of 
domestic abuse and violence. Members of 
that staff include: Darla O’ Claire, child 
advocate; Brigette Mayotte, Ikwewag ad-
vocate; Maggie Morrison, crime victim 
coordinator; Hope Mayotte, crime victim 
legal support advocate; and Samantha 
Hmielewski, crime victim advocate. And 

when Burns fills the vacancy of crime vic-
tim administration assistant, she will have 
a team of seven in the fight against abuse 
and domestic violence. 
   Morrison just joined the staff in August 
as crime victim coordinator. She has an 

Victims of domestic   

abuse and violence   

have friends who care 

By Richard J. Pufall 

  For the Bad River Band 
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For 20 years Hiedi-Beth Burns has devoted her professional life to understanding and help-

ing victims of domestic abuse. She is the manager of the Zhawenindig Program Services. 

Continued below, on Page 2 



associate degree in human 
services from WITC. 
  “Because of COVID it has 
been a little more difficult,” 
Morrison said. “You don’t 
get to interact as much. I 
worked for Social Services 
previously, here in Bad Riv-
er. I ran Biizindadedah, it 
was a prevention program 
that worked with youth and 
their families. So, I did that 
for a year and then I started 
in this position. It has been 
thoroughly rewarding in 
working for social services 
as a whole.” 
   “Biizindadedah,” is Ojib-
we for “listening to one an-
other,” a perfect fit for Mor-
rison’s new role. 
  Burns’ official title is man-
ager/domestic & sexual 
abuse and legal lay advocate 
for Bad River. But a better 
title, perhaps, might be, 
“person who cares deeply.” 

  And she has for more than 
20 years, after taking over 
for Shelley Beam, the first-
ever coordinator who started 
the program in 1992. In the 
beginning, Burns said, “We 
were an outreach program 
for the New Day Shelter in 
Ashland.” 
   At the root of the problem 
of domestic abuse on the 
Reservation, Burns said, are 
unreported cases.  
  “We have to remember all 
the unreported cases,” she 
said. 
  She pointed to the close 
proximity of the Michigan 
and Minnesota borders as 
cause for concern. 
  “Many of the women are 
taken from this area and 
brought to those states and 
harmed in some way and 
then brought back,” Burns 
said. “That speaks volumes. 
And again, unreported.” 
   Just why don’t victims 
report the abuse? 
   “Well, they’re threatened 
if they tell, ‘somebody, will 
come back and harm you,’ ”  

Burns said. “And they are 
shamed for what they may 
have done. And they are 
blamed by their captor, let’s 
say.  
  “They feel that they’re not 
worthy or even that anyone 
would believe them or un-
derstand. There are variables 
of why. And that’s with all 
crimes against individuals. 
They just don’t feel like any-
one will understand, listen 
and believe them.” 
   And that’s where Burns 
and her program staffers step 
in, offering understanding, 
help and hope. And, of 
course, ears to listen. Some-
times, just being there to 
listen helps victims cope. 
  “Having 20-plus years of 
experience in this line of 
work, with these individuals, 
in this community to me 
speaks volumes,” Burns 
said. “Because I’ve built that 
trust already. I’ve built that 
safety protection, and priva-
cy matters, with confidenti-
ality as key. That’s been es-
tablished.” 

   And there’s plenty to do, 
plenty of women who are 
reaching out for help. 
  “Today is Tuesday morn-
ing, shortly after 10, and 
I’ve already helped five 
women with something, 
from Monday morning until 
now,” she said. “Five wom-
en with something.” 
  Most victims call or text 
her office, and when they 
do, Burns said a typical, 
comforting response has 
been: “I believe you. And 
I’m here to listen. If it’s just 
listening to them for the first 
time, that’s fine. And I al-
ways ask, what do you need? 
What can I help you with? 
What can we move forward 
with? I remind them to use 
their medicines and to drink 
their water and to pray. And 
to believe what they believe. 
And strongly seek healing.” 
   And, at present, it’s good 
that victims have texting and 
phones to make those im-
portant contacts, because the 
office building of the 
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Zhawenindig Program Services is located at 53703 Oak Street on the Bad River Reservation. Signage for the building will be added soon. 
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Zhawenindig Program Services is a bit 
hard to find. 
  It is located at 53703 Oak Street, but 
right now there is no identifying sign-
age or street number on the long, beige 
building with the wheelchair ramp. 
Both features are coming soon, Burns 
said. 
  “We were actually in the process of 
trying to get a sign for the building,” 
she said, laughing. “We don’t want it 
to be the community secret. We want 
people to know we are here and we’re 
providing a service. It’s that we make 
sure they are protected when they enter 
the door.” 
  For years, Hiedi-Beth Burns should 
have carried a sign as well, when it 
came to the spelling of her first name. 
That is, indeed, the correct spelling of 
“Hiedi.” When naming her, Hiedi-
Beth’s father, Robert “Toots” Tutor, 

Sr., strictly followed the oft-quoted, 
but misleading 
English guideline 
of, “i before e ex-
cept after c.” And 
he also threw in a 
hyphen. 
  How often has she 
seen her name mis-
spelled? “Always,” 
she said. 
  Hiedi-Beth and 
her husband, Wil-
liam “Bill” Burns, 
Sr., raised 10 chil-
dren, six sons and 
four daughters, so 
that big family, 
coupled with her 20 
years on the job in 
social services have 
made her an expert 
in human relations. 
  Her enthusiasm and positive attitude 
for her work are clearly evident in her 
voice and eyes. But this job, to be sure, 

has had its difficult moments. 
  “In my early years I used to be very 
frustrated because there used to be, and 
there still is, more dog shelters than 
there are shelters for victims of domes-
tic and sexual violence,” Burns said. 

“So that alone, speaks 
volumes.” 
   That, of course, has 
not been the only frus-
tration. 
  “And then accounta-
bility for offenders, it’s 
minimal,” Burns said. 
“They get misdemean-
ors for their violence 
sometimes. Over the 
last, I’d say eight years, 
with the gun violence 
that has occurred it has 
made changes, but it’s 
pretty sad that our vic-
tims have to be mur-
dered.” 
   But, through it all, 
she remembers that her 
work isn’t about her. 

  “I remind myself; this isn’t my jour-
ney, this is theirs,” Burns said. “This is 
their story. Many victims, that trust 
they need to receive to open up and tell 

their story is key. So, being fair, being 
honest, being there for them, lessens 
the frustrations. 
  “I just look at it as, ‘what if it was 
me? Who would help me?’ But, in turn 
I help them.” 
  But the rewards, too, are many and 
gratifying when Burns and her staff 
realize they have helped people. 
  “That comes when they look at you 
and say, ‘Thank you. There was no-
body else. I asked, I was so fearful, but 
you helped me,’ ” she said. “Realizing 
that these victims are now changing 
their lives and living violence-free. 
And moving on in a better way.” 
  And Hiedi-Beth has a reminder for 
all, as the last days of the month slip 
away. 
 “October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness month,” she said. “If you 
think someone is being harmed, reach 
out to them. Make sure that they’re OK 
and ask them if they want to be given 
help.” 
   Because help is here, to be sure. 
 
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at News-
Letter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 
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Maggie Morrison joined the Zhawenindig Program Services staff in August         

as the crime victim coordinator. 
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By Mary Annette Pember 
Indian Country Today 

 

Five Native women leaders from Wis-

consin, Minnesota, and Michigan met in 
September during a virtual Native Ameri-
can talking circle to discuss the Demo-
cratic presidential and vice-presidential 
candidates. 
  The public event was organized as a 
Native American talking circle, but it 
ended being what could be the first na-
tional campaign focused exclusively on 
Native women. 
  Convened by the Biden-Harris cam-
paign, the meeting highlights the im-
portance of the Native vote in the upcom-
ing presidential election on November 3. 
  And there are numbers that are signifi-
cant. In Wisconsin, more than 54,000 
people claim Native ancestry, according 
to the 2010 United States Census. Presi-
dent Donald Trump won Wisconsin by 
22,748 votes in 2016. According to the 
Washington Post, 1.5 percent of eligible 
voters in Wisconsin in 2018 were either 
Native American or Alaskan Native. 
  And that’s just a start. There are more 
Native voters than the winning percent-
age from 2016 in at least six other states: 
Arizona, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, 
Colorado, and North Carolina. 
  North Carolina was the first state voting; 
both in-person and with mail-in ballots. 
  This kind of math shows Native voters 
could determine the next president. And 
that sense was reflected in the talking 
circle. 
  Participants included Minnesota Lt. 
Gov. Peggy Flanagan, White Earth Ojib-
we; Tricia Zunker, Ho-Chunk Nation, 
associate justice of the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Supreme Court and candidate for Wis-
consin’s 7th Congressional District; 
Shannon Holsey, president of the Stock-
bridge-Munsee Community Band of Indi-
ans of Wisconsin; Shelley Buck, presi-
dent of the Prairie Island Indian Commu-
nity of Minnesota; and Whitney Gravelle, 
tribal attorney and citizen of Bay Mills 
Indian Community of Michigan. Gravelle 
is also a member of the Michigan Wom-

en’s Commission. 
  Rachel Banks Kupcho, Leech Lake 
Band Ojibwe, Minnesota Native engage-
ment director, Arvina Martin, Ho-Chunk 
and Stockbridge-Munsee Community of 
Indians, Wisconsin Native Vote director, 
and Rose Dady, Michigan Coalitions di-
rector, posed questions to the leaders 
about issues important for each communi-
ty and Native Americans in general in 
relation to the election. 
  According to Zunker, respect for tribal 
sovereignty and treaty rights is an over-
arching concern for tribes. She shared an 
anecdote about visiting the Red Cliff 
Band of Chippewa Indians shortly after 
they signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the state of Wisconsin De-
partment of Public Instruction promising 
greater integration of Native language and 
culture into the state’s public school cur-
riculum. 
  Zunker said she congratulated tribal 
leaders and added, “We already have 
memorandums of understanding with 
state and federal governments; they’re 
called treaties.” 

  Zunker also emphasized the importance 
of having a Native person at the table 
during discussions among elected leaders 
when determining state and federal poli-
cies regarding education, health, social 
welfare and environmental issues. 
  She and her colleagues spoke about the 
importance of getting out the vote among 
Native people. 
  Clara Lee Pratte, Diné, national tribal 
engagement director for the Biden-Harris 
campaign, noted that up to 34 percent of 
eligible Native voters don’t vote. Pratte 
opened the meeting. 
  “That’s 2 million voices that go un-
heard,” she said. 
  Pratte and others ended the meeting with 
a call to action for Native people to regis-
ter, vote and help family and community 
members do the same. 
 
  Mary Annette Pember, citizen of the Red 
Cliff Ojibwe tribe, is national corre-
spondent for Indian Country Today. On 

Twitter: @mapember. Based in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. Pember loves film, books, and 
jingle dress dancing. 

                                                                                                 Photo courtesy of Indian Country Today 
Clara Lee Pratte, Diné, national tribal engagement director for the Biden-Harris campaign, 

said  up to 34 percent of eligible Native voters don’t vote. “That’s 2 million voices that        
go unheard,” she said. 

Native voters could pick President 

https://twitter.com/mapember?lang=en
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Election 

Vice-Chairperson 

Eldred Corbine vs. Phil Couture 

Secretary 

Ben Connors vs. Jay McFee 

Junior Council Member 

Mike Reszler vs. Annie Rosin 

Vote on November 3 
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County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 274 3 

Bayfield 225 2 

Iron 190 4 

Douglas 774 1 

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Tracking COVID-19 
  As of this morning, October 28, there were 8,633,839 cases of COVID-19, the coro-

navirus, in the United States, with 224,804 deaths. The first coronavirus case in  

Wisconsin was reported on February 5. There are six active cases of COVID-19 on 

the Bad River Reservation remaining from 45 positive tests. There have been a total 

of  206,311 cases reported in the state and 1,852 deaths. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

Since the COVID-19 

pandemic began more than 
nine months ago, the medi-
cal professionals at the 
Health and Wellness Cen-
ter have embraced the wis-
dom of science in treating 
patients and charting the 
course for the long-term 
health of the Bad River 
Community.  
  On the Reservation, poli-
tics has not entered the 
equation, but with the Pres-
idential election just six 
days away, COVID-19 
continues to be the most 
kicked around political 
football between President 
Donald J. Trump and his 
Democratic opponent, Joe 
Biden. 
  The Biden campaign has 
said many times that the 
Trump Administration has 
failed in its efforts to com-
bat COVID-19 and protect 
the American people. And 
Biden has called the Presi-
dent, “incompetent.” 
  President Trump sees it 
differently, saying his Ad-
ministration has done a 
“fantastic job” with 
COVID-19 and that the end 
of the pandemic is, “just 
around the corner.” 

  But with 224,804 COVID-
19 deaths in the United 
States and hundreds more 
dying each day, that 
“corner” seems to be a long 
way down the road. 
   The President himself re-
cently recovered from the 
coronavirus and upon leav-
ing the hospital he told the 
American people, in a tele-
vised address, “You should-

n’t be afraid of COVID-19.” 
  Perhaps the President saw 
the need to be optimistic and 
present a positive attitude 
during this frightening time 
in world and U.S. history. 
  “We don’t want people to 
live in fear, but we do want 
people to be aware of the 
severity of the COVID-19 
virus,” said Pam Feustel, 
Bad River Public Health 

Nurse. “It is important not to 
make light of it, and to con-
tinue to follow the guide-
lines set forth by the CDC. 
While some who have the 
virus may only have mild 
symptoms, some can end up 
very ill. It is important that 
we continue to remain vigi-
lant.” 
  President Trump had 

Continued below, on Page 9 

COVID-19 tops election issues 

Tribe, nurses 
keep the focus 
on good health  

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/
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downplayed the wearing of 
masks and once promised a 
coronavirus vaccine would 
be available by Election Day, 
November 3. 
  On “60 Minutes,” televised 
on Sunday, October 11, 
broadcaster Scott Pelley said 
he spoke with several doctors 
and medical experts, asking 
them all the same question: 
“Would you rather have a 
mask or a vaccine? Without, 
hesitation, Pelley said, all 
responded, “A mask.” 
  With a smile, Tina Gerovac
-Lavasseur, Bad River Public 
Health Nurse, offered a more 
all-encompassing answer. 
  “I would disagree and say 
both,” Gerovac-Lavasseur 
said. “All kidding aside, I 
would want both tools in my 
COVID-19 toolbelt. While a 
vaccine can be very helpful 
in keeping the virus at bay, 
all of these months without 
one, we have been utilizing 
masks to ensure our safety 
and slow the spread of the 
disease.” 
  The mask issue, to be sure, 
has been part of the political 
controversy surrounding 
COVID-19. The nation has 
been slow to completely ac-
cept the wearing of masks. 
  “You can see how different 
areas embrace the wearing of 
masks or not,” Feustel said. 
“We can only speak to our 
community, and the Bad Riv-
er Community has embraced 
wearing masks for the pro-
tection of ourselves and oth-
ers.” 

   Also, on “60 Minutes,” 
one of the medical experts 
interviewed said we as a na-
tion are smarter about the 

coronavirus than we were 
seven or eight months ago. 
  “I believe this statement is 
correct,” Feustel said. “We 
are learning about this virus 
daily, and we have gained so 
much knowledge over the 
past seven-eight months. The 
way the general public bene-
fits from this information is 
by providing them with in-

formation to protect them-
selves, their families, and 
their communities from the 
virus.” 
   Positive tests for COVID-
19 continue to rise in the 
United States, particularly in 
Wisconsin, but nationally the 
percentage of deaths due to 
pneumonia, the flu, or 
COVID-19 have continued to 

decline since early Septem-
ber. 
  Since October 14, positive 
tests for COVID-19 in Wis-
consin jumped by 50,840 
from 155,471 to 206,311 and 
deaths rose by 344, from 
1,508 to 1,852. 
  In Ashland County, positive 
tests for COVID-19 jumped 
by 70, from 204 to 274 in the 
last two weeks. 
  Bayfield County also saw 
an increase of 69 positive 
tests (156-225) and reported 
its second death. Douglas 
County, with 774 positive 
cases, recently reported its 
first coronavirus death. 
  On the Bad River Reserva-
tion, there have been 45 posi-
tive tests, with six still active. 
  On Monday, the Chief 
Blackbird Center closed ear-
ly for fogging and cleaning 
due to a positive test for 
COVID-19, according to an 
email from Mike Wiggins, 
Jr., Tribal Chairman. Chair-
man Wiggins said appropri-
ate staff members would be 
scheduled for testing as con-
tact tracing gets under way. 
The Blackbird Center reo-
pened on Tuesday. 
  “It is important to remain 
vigilant in the fight against 
the virus,” Gerovac-
Lavasseur said. “While other 
diseases may be down, we 
are seeing a rise of COVID-
19 here in Wisconsin. With 
that being said, it is im-
portant we continue to follow 
guidelines put forth by the 
CDC to ensure we slow the 
spread of COVID-19. It is 
also extremely important to 
get your FLU shot as well as 
the pneumonia vaccine if you 
are eligible to do so” 

COVID-19  

From Page 8 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at 
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 

“We can only speak to our commu-
nity, and the Bad River Community 
has embraced wearing masks for 
the protection of ourselves and 
others.” 
         — Pam Feustel, Public Health Nurse 
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By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 
 

The anticipated, annual blast of cold, 

snowy, weather had posed a huge 
question for the Bad River Health and 
Wellness Center in regard to COVID-
19 testing. But the staff of health pro-
fessionals found an answer to take the 
chill off the question. 
   As of 1 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 19, the 
testing tent behind the BRHWC was 
replaced by a new, heated shelter in 
front of the Clinic. 
   The 10-foot, by 16-foot testing shel-
ter was purchased at a cost of $6,200 
from the Gogebic Ontonagon Interme-

diate School District, according to 
Robert L. Houle, assistant clinic ad-
ministrator of the BRHWC. It was 
built as a high school project in concert 
with Gogebic Community College, 
Houle said. 
  The shelter also has a 6x10 porch 
built on a pressure treated 4x4 frame 
and floor system. The interior is fin-
ished with 5/8 radiata pine. The exteri-
or has vinyl siding with an aluminum 
roof. 
  Houle said the shelter is being tempo-
rarily heated by a portable propane 
tank until the building is hooked up 
with electricity. 
   Until October 19, the BRHWC had 
conducted more than 1,800 COVID-19 

tests in the tent, which was donated by 
Houle for the Clinic’s use. Houle said, 
“depending on available/dedicated 
clinical staff,” the new shelter could 
possibly test more than one patient at 
time. 

   “Basically, this is a huge upgrade for 
COVID-19 testing because it will al-
low our clinical staff to test for 
COVID-19 in any/all sort of inclement 
weather,” Houle said. “This process 
provides a higher element of safety 
and comfort for both our staff and 
those being tested.” 
   
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at     
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 
 

Coming in 

out of  

the cold 

At right, Registered Nurse Robin Belsky, left, 

and Family Nurse Practitioner Jennifer 

Olesen, say hello before stepping out of the 

cold and into the new, heated COVID-19 

testing shelter at the BRHWC. 

New COVID-19 testing    

shelter adds safety,  

comfort at BRHWC 

Photos courtesy of the BRHWC 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Safe  
Fifth of a series:  Making the right choices 

Sleep  

 

 

 

 

For  

the 

 details! 

Carol Nickel 

  If you would like more detailed 
information on safe sleep, please 
do not hesitate to reach out to 
me: 
 
Carol Nickel RN MCH 
Bad River Health and Wellness 
Center 
715-682-7133 ext. 4354 
c.nickel@badriverHWC.com 
 
   Or look for more information 
in the November 11 newsletter.  
  Until then, “SLEEP SAFE.”  

Photo courtesy  

of the 

 Safe to Sleep Campaign 

 
 
 

mailto:c.nickel@badriverHWC.com
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Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Mike Berlin 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara L. Stone 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 

Dylan Jennings 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54806 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, financial-

ly stable government; to maintain Tribal Sov-

ereignty; and enable members to progess indi-

vidually, toward a more fulfilling life culturally, 

spiritually, and economically. 

November 2 
Mary Jo Rose  

Darryl (Fred) Rosin 

John Wilmer  

November 3 
Michael Whitebird  
November 5 
Gloria Gilles  
Mona Pluckinski  
November 6 
Ardis (Tiny) Cloud 
Bernard Nelis  
November 9 
Mary Maday  

Kenneth Wilmer, Sr. 
November 10 
Deborah Whitebird   
Elaine Zompolas   

November 11 
William Erickson  
November 14 
Daniel Blackorbay  
November 15 
Philip Soulier  
Roseanne Deperry  
November 16 

Teryl Soulier  

November 17 

Michael Barbano  

November 18 

Joseph Szwarek     

November 20 

Lloyd Neveaux 

Rosemary Wilmer  

November 21 
Pamela Nelis 
Terrance Deloney 
November 22 

Arlene Corbine  
Bernice Wiggins 
November 24 
Kathryn (Kate) Nelis 
November 25 
Jeanette Neveaux   
November 26 

Cora Soulier 

Vernon Stone 

November 28 

William Gilles 
Bernard E. Stone  

 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in November 

 

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know). 
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Your vote carries power 
The election is just six days away. The big-ticket item at the 

top of the ballot, of course, is the Presidency of the United States. 
  But for Indigenous Americans this election has never been, “by 
the people, for the people.” At least not the people with Native 
blood. There has never been an Indigenous American who was 
elected or served as U.S. President. 
  That seems more than a little odd and a lot unfair when one re-
members that for hundreds of years this great land of 
“ours” was the private property of Native Ameri-
cans. 
  The highest office held in the U.S. Federal Govern-
ment by a person with Native ancestry was the vice-
presidency. That was Charles Curtis, an American 
attorney and Republican politician from Kansas who 
served as the 31st vice-president from 1929 to 1933 
with President Herbert Hoover. 
  Curtis was born a member of the Kaw Nation in the 
Kansas Territory. He was the first person with signif-

icant Native American ancestry 
and the first person with 
acknowledged non-European 
ancestry to reach   either of the 
highest offices in the federal 
executive branch. Curtis is the 
highest-ranking enrolled Native American 
ever to serve in the federal government. He is 
the only executive branch officer to have 
been born in a territory rather than a state. 
His mother was Native American of mixed 
Kaw, Osage, and French ancestry. His fa-
ther’s ancestors were British. 

  Curtis served as a U.S. representative and was elected three 
times as U.S. Senator from Kansas. He was chosen as Senate 
Majority Leader by his Republican colleagues. 
  He ran for vice-president with Hoover as President in 1928 and 
they enjoyed a landslide victory. They ran together again in 1932, 
but the Great Depression killed their political careers. A Depres-
sion-weary public elected Democrats Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
John Nance Garner in another landslide. 
  Curtis was born on January 25, 1860 in Topeka, Kansas Territo-
ry, before it became a state in January 1861. He was approxi-

mately 3/8 Native American ancestry and 5/8 European Ameri-
can. He was 76 when he died in Washington, D.C. on Feb. 8, 
1936. 
   No, Indigenous Americans today do not have a Charles Curtis 
on the ballot on November 3, but they do have the power to de-
cide the winner between Donald J. Trump and Joe Biden. 
 The Native American electorate could end up being pivotal in 
seven major swing states: Wisconsin, Arizona, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Nevada, North Carolina and Colorado, according to data 

from Four Directions, Inc., a Native-led group advanc-
ing equality at the ballot box across Indian Country. 
   Wisconsin has more than 54,000 people who claim 
Native ancestry, according to the 2010 United States 
Census. President Trump won Wisconsin by 22,748 
votes in 2016. According to the Washington Post, 1.5 
percent of eligible voters in Wisconsin in 2018 were 
either Native American or Alaskan Native. 
   Also, there are more Native voters than the winning 
percentage from 2016 in at least six other states: Ari-
zona, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, Colorado, and 
North Carolina. 
   Bottom line, if you are Native American, your vote 
matters. It carries clout. 
   But the problem with politics and elections is num-
bers. If you are outnumbered, you lose. Certainly, 
since the founding of this country there have been 

Indigenous Americans who were qualified to be President of the 
United States. But they haven’t had the “numbers” to get on the 
ballot. 
   And it is unlikely those numbers will ever change enough to 
make a difference and put a Native American in the White 
House.  
  So, the best we can hope for is a change of attitude. We need an 
open-minded, intelligent, progressive, and fair electorate that will 
pick a President based on the candidate’s ability, the content of 
their heart, and not the Native color of their skin. 
  This might not happen in our lifetimes. But it’s comforting to 
believe that in time, it will happen. For now, however, there is 
something you can do: Vote! 
  
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-
nsn.gov 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

Charles Curtis 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

November 5 
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If you need to contact 
the school … 

   For any parent or students needing to contact the 
school regarding virtual learning, problems with 
Chromebooks or any other assistance, you can contact 
our Home School    Coordinators using the information 
below.  

  Dial direct line: 715-682-7827, then enter extension. 

  Extensions:  
  Myron Burns (LSE)- 3412    

  mburns@sdak12.net 
 
  Faye Maday (AMS)- 2012 

  dnaday@sdak12.net 
 
  Joe Corbin (AHS)- 1011 

  jcorbine@sdak12.net 
 

                     — Stephanie Julian, Education Director 

 

mailto:mburns@sdak12.net
mailto:dnaday@sdak12.net
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For the Bad River Band 

Ada Deer has spent her 

life advocating for Amer-
ican Indians across the 
United States. 
 Born in 1935, she was 
the first Native American 
woman from Wisconsin 
to run for Congress, and 
the first American Indian 
to graduate with a mas-
ter’s degree in social 
work from Columbia 
University. 
  A member of the Me-
nominee Tribe, she was 
pivotal in the passage of 
the Menominee Restora-
tion Act of 1972 which 
restored the tribe to fed-
erally recognized status.  
  In 1993, she was ap-
pointed the first woman 
Assistant Secretary, Indi-
an Affairs, of the Depart-
ment of Interior. 
  Today, Deer continues 
to be a tireless advocate 
and activist for human 
rights. 
  We were honored to 
have Ada Deer as one of 
our PastForward 
2019 keynote speakers at  
the TrustLive on Cele-
brating Women's History, 
which took place at the 
magnificent Red Rocks 
Amphitheater near Morri-

son, Colo., 10 miles west of 
Denver. 
  Head to Preservation 
Leadership Forum to read 
an excerpt from her forth-
coming autobiography 
(out October 2019 from 

the University of Oklaho-
ma Press), Making a  
Difference: My Fight for 
Native Rights and Social 
Justice. 

Tireless advocate for Native rights 

https://savingplaces.org/conference
https://savingplaces.org/conference
https://forum.savingplaces.org/blogs/forum-online/2019/08/07/trustlive-celebrating-womens-history-ada-deer
https://forum.savingplaces.org/blogs/forum-online/2019/08/07/trustlive-celebrating-womens-history-ada-deer
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Reminder: Bad River is under a  

“Shelter at Home” order! 

 
How do I know if I was exposed? 

 
If you think you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, follow the steps be-
low to monitor your health and to avoid spreading the disease to others. 
You generally need to be in close contact with a sick person to get infected. Close con-
tact includes: 

• Living in the same household as a sick person with COVID-19 

• Caring for a sick person with COVID-19 

• Being within 6 feet of a sick person with COVID-19 for about 15 minutes 

• Being in direct contact with secretions from a sick person with COVID-19 (e.g. be-
ing coughed on, kissing, sharing utensils, etc.) 
If you have not been in close contact with a person who you know had COVID-19, you 
are at low, but not zero risk for infection. Cases of COVID-19 do occur due to commu-
nity spread from people you may not know have COVID-19, which is why hand hy-
giene, wearing a face mask or cloth covering, and social distancing are important pre-
vention measures. 
If you have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 but not in close contact, you can 
continue to go to work or school but you should monitor your health for 14 days and, if 
you become ill, you should stay away from others and contact your health care provid-
er. 
Bad River Public Health will provide support or assistance to help meet the needs 

of individuals who are isolated or quarantined. This may include meeting basic 

needs such as medications, food, and potentially shelter.  

 

The next 2 weeks will be important to protect yourself and family. Please 

continue to follow the guidelines and “Shelter at Home” order.  

Stay Safe & Be Well!! 
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Tribal face-covering requirement 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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(Continued from Page 20) 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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(Continued from Page 21) 
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Isolation/Quarantine Order for the Bad River Community 

(Continued on Page 24) 

Note: The quarantine ordinance puts into place the legal enforcement mechanism if a Tribal member who 
tests positive for COVID-19 refuses to quarantine for the safety of the Bad River Community.  
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(Continued from Page 23) 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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(Continued from Page 24) 

(Continued on Page 26) 
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(Continued from Page 25) 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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(Continued from Page 26) 

        11) What symptoms have you experienced? 

 12) Did you have a COVID-19 test? If so, when? Where were you tested, what were the results? 

 13) Have you had close contact with other community members who are not in your household over 

the last 14 days prior to onset of symptoms? If so, who? 
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Disorderly Conduct Code 

(Continued on Page 29) 
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(Continued from Page 28) 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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(Continued from Page 29) 
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Teen Scavenger Hunt Awareness Challenge 
Begins: October 9, 2020 at 8 a.m. 

  Ends: October 30, 2020 at 12 p.m. 

RULES: 
 You CANNOT use a photo or download a picture of the listed items! ONLY youth ages 13-19 

can enter.  
You must submit by email a picture which includes YOURSELF and only 25 of the ITEMS laid 

out on a table.  
   A list of each item in the picture must be submitted with your entry. 

 Each item will have a point value. 
Email the picture of yourself with the items and the item list to:  

childadvocate@badriver-nsn.gov 
 

 List of Scavenger Hunt Items:  
 

                                 Pizza Cutter                            Matching pair of hat and gloves 
                                 Deep Red                                Leaf Road Map  
                                 Phonebook                             Pumpkin  
                                 Something Beaded                Cutting Board 
                                 Rake                                         Bag of Kettle Chips 
                                 Dice                                          Hand Sanitizer 
                                 Face Mask with design         Nail Clippers  
                                 Birthday Card                         Belt  
                                 VHS Tape Disney Movie       Hot Wheels Car 
                                 Bobby pin                                Bubbles 
                                 Eye Glass Case                        Sidewalk Chalk 
                                 Hanging Ghost                        Pow wow CD  
                                 Sage & Sweetgrass                Abalone Shell  
                                 Newspaper                              Pinecone  
                                 Sunglasses                               Flip Phone 

  
The top six entries with the most points will each win a prize. All winners will be notified by 
the close of business October 30, 2020. If you have any questions, please send an email to 

the address provided. Good Luck!  
. 

If you have any questions, please send an email to the address provided. Good Luck! 
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Beware of fake $50 bills 
Please be on the lookout for FAKE $50 dollar bills being circulated in the Bad River Community.  Four 
fake $50 dollar bills have made their way to our Accounting Department.  If anyone comes across any of 
these please DO NOT ACCEPT as valid currency! 

            Below are steps to spot a counterfeit $50: 

 

  

and the security strip will appear. It should be located in exactly the 
location shown above, right. To the right of President Grant and cross-
ing underneath the left leg of the "U" in United. 
  If the security strip is not visible when held in front of a light or is visi-
ble without the light, it's fake.  

 2 

Next, while holding it up to the light, a hologram image of Grant will 
appear on the front/right side of the bill. (Shown at left). This image is 
not visible without the light source behind it. If you don't see this fea-
ture, it’s counterfeit. 

The $50 dollar bill is 
designed with two 
main features to look 
for in avoiding coun-
terfeit bills.  

1 
The first thing to look 
for is the security strip, 
at right. You can only 
see it when a light 
source is behind the 
bill. To view this, hold 
your bill up to a light  

3 

Next, check the "50" on the bottom-right cor-
ner. It is made with color-shifting ink, so if you 
tilt the bill in different directions, the color will 
change. 
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Tribal policy means daily  

screening for all employees 
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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19 

 within the Reservation 

  In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the 
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable.  In response 
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:   
   
  “The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gam-
ing facility and limited other activities in 
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting 
our tribal community and surrounding areas. 
 
  “Regardless of the State Supreme Court deci-
sion, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-at-
Home’ guidance with the outcome of protecting 
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of 
our public health and medical staff. 
 
  “We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to 
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and 
health of our communities.” 
 
  For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at  http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer.  Miigwech! 

 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
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***COMMUNITY NOTICE***  

Vehicle Registration and Titling 
  Vehicle Registration and Titling Location and Times Due to COVID-19 

Pandemic. 

  Administrative staff will be available to assist community members with 

vehicle titling and registration as follows:  

  By Appointment ONLY (Tuesday and Thursday afternoons) 1 p.m. to 2:30 

p.m. 

  Please call and schedule a time (715-682-7111).  

  At Chief Blackbird Center Odanah, Wis. 

  Please bring exact change and see the following staff:  

Lee Crowe, Administrative Receptionist ext. 1500 

 Amy Gonzalez, Tribal Operations Assistant ext. 1505 or Denise Gilles, 

Benefits Specialist ext. 1242 

~Miigwech 
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Bad River Food Shelf 
Hours 

               

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon 

Friday: 9 a.m.-noon 
 
Anyone needing Food Shelf please 
call ahead before noon, 715-682-
7127.  If there is no answer leave 
a message with a return phone 
number. 
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What’s your story? 

If you know of a good story from the 

Bad River Community that needs to be 

told in “Drum Beats,” just send an email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call  

920-857-4673. 
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The Bad River Zhawenindig Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program 
Services is requesting everyone to wear Purple on Thursdays 
throughout October 2020. The designated days to wear Purple in 
support of ending domestic and family violence include: 

  
Thursday, October 8; 

Thursday, October 15; 
Thursday, October 22 & 

Thursday, October 29 
  

For everyone who wears Purple on each specific Thursday we 
ask that you email your picture and contact information 
to brdap@badriver-nsn.gov to be entered into the drawing that 
week. 

The winner will be notified by email and asked to pick up their 
“prize.” If you have any questions feel free to send a email or 

call 715-682-7151. 
  

Watch for additional Domestic Abuse & Programmatic Aware-
ness Activities throughout October 2020. 

                  Violence is NOT an Anishinabe Tradition 

 

mailto:brdap@badriver-nsn.gov
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  Please be advised that starting on 
Thursday Sept. 17, 2020 Potato Riv-
er Road will be temporarily closed 
due to road construction.  Construc-
tion will be replacing a failing culvert 
near the North Vaughn Creek 

Bridge.  Road will be completely im-
passable at that location.  The rest 
of the road will remain open, both 
from the Elm Hoist side and Hwy. 
169.  Road will be closed for approx-
imately 2 weeks.  We apologize for 

any inconvenience this may cause. 
 Thanks and have a great day. 
      
Ben Connors Sr. 
Bad River Roads Dept. Manager 

Potato River Road will be temporarily closed, beginning Sept. 17 
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 BAD RIVER BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR 

TRIBE OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS 

Traditional Halloween Cancelled   
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Snowplowing available for private drives 



 

Page 52                                                                        October 28, 2020                            

Bad River Elderly Special Annual/Election 
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Elderly Center 
Menu 
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Education Department remains open to offer help during COVID-19 

 The Bad River Education Department remains open 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  The department can be contacted at the information 
listed here for all of your higher education needs.  
  If you are a current student who will be continuing 
college in the Fall, please send email  for a scholarship 
application and any questions you might have. 
  We are here to help! 
 

Education Dept. 

Bad River Tribe 

P.O. Box 39 

72682 Maple St. 

Odanah, WI 54861 

Phone: (715) 682-7111 ext. 1533 
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‘End’ Quote 
  The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These 
weekly statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and 
consider why it was written: 

   “To achieve your wildest dreams you have to 
              walk through your greatest fears.”  
                                                                                       ~ Soaring Hearts 
  Watch for the next statement in the November 11 newsletter.  If you have a statement you 

would like to share, feel free to send it to Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Le-
gal Lay Advocate, Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov 
Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal lay Advocate 
Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. 

 

“Drum Beats,”  
is the newsletter for the Bad 

River Band of Lake Superior 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

  Drum Beats is circulated   

every other Wednesday 

throughout the year and is 

produced by The Bay City 

News Service of Ashland, Wis. 

Send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 or call 920-857-4673. 
Electronic Conferencing 

Nov. 5 is the deadline to submit news items for Nov. 11 newsletter 


