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New book about program, details importance to those who inject drugs 

Needle Exchange is a lifesaver 

                                             Photo courtesy of the Bad River Needle Exchange 
Aurora Conley, left, and Philomena Kebec, right, coordinators of the Bad 
River Needle Exchange, visit with U.S. Representative Debra Haaland of 

New Mexico during the AIDS Watch 2019 lobbying effort.   

If you are someone who injects drugs, you probably 

feel all alone in this world. Maybe you feel ashamed, 
shunned, disrespected, less than human, a second-
class citizen with a grim future. You might feel 
friendless, that no one understands you or that no one 
cares. 
  And you would be wrong. 
  There are people who care, who understand. You 
are not alone. You have friends. 
  And those friends are the good folks of the 
Gwayakobimaadiziwin Bad River Needle Exchange. 
  Those friends have been around for about six years, 
reaching out with helping hands to reduce harm, keep 
people safe, healthy and alive, with no intention of 
pinning negative labels on anyone or passing judg-
ment. 
  “We started on this journey in 2014,” said Philo-
mena Kebec, one of the coordinators of the Needle 
Exchange. “But we had a year and half of research 
and planning that we had to engage in. And just kind 
of figuring stuff out.” 
   They have, indeed, “figured stuff out.” They have 
served more than 500 “participants,” which is the 
term for those who inject drugs and are engaged in 
the Needle Exchange. They have served participants 
all over northern Wisconsin, not just the Bad River 
Reservation. 

           By Richard J. Pufall 

            For the Bad River Band 



 

  Evidence of the growth of the 
Needle Exchange recently blos-
somed in the form of a 77-page 
book, titled, “Expanding The 
Circle of Care,” with the subtitle 
of, “A Practical Guide to Syringe 
Services for Tribal and Rural 
Communities.” 
   Kebec, along with Aurora 
Conley, Courtney Remacle, Sean 
Akerman and Ana Tochterman 
are the authors of the book. It is 
beautifully written, informative, 
rich in Tribal history and a must-
read for anyone interested in the 
well-being of their fellowman. 
  “Courtney, Aurora and I have 
been part of the project. The 
Gwayakobimaadiziwin project.” 
Kebec said. 
  She said Conley’s contributions 
to the project cannot be overstat-
ed. 
  “This program would not have 
happened without her,” Kebec 
said of Conley. “She and I are 
glued at the hip. She’s the heart 
and soul of this program.” 
  Conley recalled the early days 
of the program, saying there was 
a lack of support for what they 
were doing, and a lack of educa-
tion, for themselves, their clients 
and the community. 
   “We still have a lack of sup-
portive services in regard to 
AODA, mental health and sup-
portive services for people who 
inject drugs and we are constant-
ly learning.” Conley said. “I 
think the biggest challenge is 
watching firsthand our commu-
nity’s struggle, our families. 
These are our relatives and we 
love and care about them, at least 
we are supposed to help take 
care of each other, and it is very 
challenging, can be overwhelm-
ing and emotional.  
  “I think some of the (biggest) 
challenges are the emotional 
tolls it takes sometimes, espe-
cially when we lose someone. 
We used to think that money was 
the challenge, but we knew there 
were opportunities out there, so 
we carried on.” 

   And Kebec said the partici-
pants themselves play a huge 
part in making the program 
work. 
  “The people who participate in 
the program, they are running 
the program, too,” Kebec said. 
“This is a community organiza-
tion. It’s not like a top-down sort 
of thing. Aurora and I call our-
selves coordinators. We’re not in 
charge, necessarily, but we feel 
like we’re in a supportive role, 
because the community that we 
work with, the people who are 
using are helping each other 
every day. They make sure peo-
ple have what they need.” 

   Among the items they need are 
sterile needles, syringes, sharps 
containers, tourniquets, alcohol 
pads and, perhaps most im-
portant, naloxone. Naloxone is a 
medication designed to rapidly 
reverse opioid overdose. It is an 
opioid antagonist. That means 
that it binds to opioid receptors 
and can reverse and block the 
effects of other opioids. 
  In simple terms, it saves lives. 
  “I don’t know how many peo-
ple have been revived from over-
dose, but I know it’s probably in 
the hundreds,” Kebec said. 
“Hundreds of lives saved. I’d say 
up to a thousand people.” 

  Kebec explained the way na-
loxone works, saying people 
cannot revive themselves. She 
said the Needle Exchange has 
provided participants with nalox-
one, and they have administered 
the medication at least 1,000 
times in the last five years. Some 
people have been revived more 
than once. 
  “We distributed thousands of 
doses of naloxone in this com-
munity,” Kebec said. “We’re 
serving people in Bad River and 
in the Ashland Community. 
Most of our participants are Na-
tive American. But we serve 
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                                                                                                                      Photo illustration by Philomena Kebec  
This is the cover of the 77-page book recently written by the Gwayakobimaadiziwin Bad River Needle 

Exchange. The book will soon be circulated in the area and throughout Wisconsin. 



everybody. We serve white folks. I was 
working with some people from Park Falls 
… Bessemer. We’ve helped people in Red 
Cliff.” 
  Kebec said the Needle Exchange program 
has been, “fully funded on grants for years.” 
She stressed that no Tribal general or Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs funds are being spent 
to help non-tribal members. 
  “But we do want to help other people be-
cause we are all connected,” she said. 
   The Needle Exchange serves a large sub-
set of the Native American community: 
Native women. 
    “Our primary focus demographic are 
Native women,” Kebec said. “We serve 
more Native women than any other demo-
graphic. And providing them access to ster-
ile syringes puts them in the driver’s seat. 
So, they’re not depending on some man to 
inject them. 
  “So, they’re not depending on some man 
who might put them at risk for HIV; who 
might inject them in a way that causes an 
abscess or some kind of blood infection. So, 
this is about community empowerment and 

empowering women to be able to take con-
trol of their lives.” 
  Kebec said the Needle Exchange does not 
keep records of those who have overdosed. 
First, that would be difficult to quantify, and 
second, such information could be used 
against participants in a court of law. 
  “To overdose in Wisconsin is to commit a 
felony,” she said. “People in Wisconsin 
have been prosecuted for overdosing.” 
   Kebec, a Bad River Tribal member, grew 
up in Minneapolis and got her law degree 
from the University of Minnesota in 2008. 
In 2002, she earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from Minnesota in American Indian 
Studies. 
  The Bad River Needle Exchange is an all-
volunteer venture, which makes Kebec an 
extremely busy young woman. She has a 
full-time job as the Policy Analyst for the 
Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission. And, most important, she is raising 
her two children, Beatriz, 13 and Miles, 5. 
  If you are fluent in Ojibwe, you fully grasp 
the title of the project: The Gwayakobimaa-
diziwin Bad River Needle Exchange. But if 
not … 
  “Gwayakobimaadiziwin refers to the act of 
straightening out our lives. Healing our-
selves,” Kebec said. “And just coming to 

take care of things in a good way. We like 
this word because we feel it’s characteristic 
of how the program operates. It’s about 
being honest. And just working things out 
so that we’re living in an honest way.” 
  Kebec said the Needle Exchange always 
has had the support of the Tribal Council, 
which in its early days, included financial 
backing. But for the most part, expenses 
today are meet with grant money. Or as 
these words taken from the book’s introduc-
tion explain: 
  “In 2018 the Bad River Band of Lake Su-
perior Chippewa was awarded a two-year 
policy grant through the AIDS United Sy-
ringe Access Fund to assist in addressing 
gaps in the Tribe’s ability to care for those 
at risk of opioid overdose and exposure to 
HIV due to injection drug use. One outcome 
of this policy grant was to create a toolkit 
for tribal and rural community clinics in 
Wisconsin implementing Syringe Services 
Programs (SSPs).” 
  “We started getting grants in 2016, I think, 
and so we had some smaller operation 
grants that allowed us to get going with our 
program,” Kebec said. “The Aids United 
Grant was our first policy related grant.  
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This photo is featured in the “Origins” chapter of the book written by the Gwayakobimaadiziwin Bad River Needle Exchange. The photo, taken 

in 1889 shows the Anishinaabedog and their home in Odanah. The chapter paints a vivid historical portrait of the Bad River Ojibwe people. 
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We’ve had programmatic grants 
to help us buy supplies and help 
us with staff education and train-
ing and networking. 
 “In 2018 the grant was really 
about making some policy 
changes. … This project is really 
about putting human faces on 
the issue. Because it’s really 
easy for rural communities to 
demonize people who use drugs 
and blame them for all the prob-
lems in the world. Addiction is a 
disease of loneliness and 
shame.” 
  The actual idea or motivation 
to create the Needle Exchange, 
Kebec said, came from ques-
tions asked by an acquaintance 
who works in public health for 
the Native American Communi-
ty Clinic and lives in the Twin 
Cities. 
  “She asked me, ‘what kind of 
support is there for people who 
use drugs up there?’ ” Kebec 
said. “She asked, ‘are you seeing 
a lot of overdoses? What are you 
doing to prevent hepatitis C?’ ” 
  At that time, the answer was 
simple: Nothing. 
  But other factors and signifi-
cant events of the day played a 
role in the birth of the Needle 
Exchange, as well. 
  “In 2014 there was an HIV 
outbreak in a small, rural com-
munity in southern Indiana. It 
was terrifying.” Kebec said. “At 
least 150 people became HIV 
positive because they were in-
jecting drugs and there was no 
support for them. 
  “And we knew that was hap-
pening here. If somebody didn’t 
step up and do something, we 
could have a lot of people deal-
ing with HIV. HIV is not the end 
of the world and there are a lot 
of people who are able to man-
age HIV. But this would have 
been really complicated and 
expensive for the Tribe to deal 
with.” 
   Initially, the Needle Exchange 
was met with mixed reviews and 
sometimes harsh criticism. The 

program was seen by some as 
enabling and supporting the use 
of illegal drugs. But eventually, 
most realized the Needle Ex-
change was all about harm re-
duction and saving lives. 
  Others, like Bill Whalen, the 
former mayor of Ashland who 
later worked as the Tribal Plan-
ner, was on board with the Nee-
dle Exchange from the begin-
ning. 
  “He thought our program was 
fantastic,” Kebec recalled. “I 
think it’s less now, but certainly 
we experienced outright, vehe-
ment opposition to our program, 
especially when we first started. 

But surprisingly there were a lot 
of people who were very recep-
tive to our program.” 
    Although the program is not 
about judgment or rehabilitation, 
the Needle Exchange is quick to 
refer participants who ask for 
help. 
  “All the time,” Kebec said. 
“We make referrals. And what’s 
really nice now, with the new 
MAT (medication assisted treat-
ment) program at the Tribal 
Clinic, we have a good place to 
refer people; where people are 
actually getting help. 
  “We’ve really seen a lot of 
shifts in our program in the last 

year. A lot of people who have 
been coming to us for a long 
time, we’re no longer seeing 
because they actually have got-
ten help. That’s huge. That’s 
really huge. 
  “I’ve talked to people who are 
sort of brand new to injecting 
drugs and I’ve convinced them 
it’s a bad way to go. And I’ve 
really counseled them to do 
something else. 
  “And there are other people 
who have been in the program 
for a long time and they’re inter-
ested in trying to get help, trying 
get treatment and we’ll direct 
them to that other way. But, we 
don’t judge people and we’re 
not in the business of fixing their 
problems for them or defining 
what health means to them.” 
  She said for some people, 
health means using a new sy-
ringe every time. And that’s a 
healthier option than what 
they’ve been doing before. 
  Kebec said other participants 
are cutting down on their drug 
injections and asking for fewer 
supplies. 
  “So instead of giving them a 
whole box of syringes, I’m just 
giving them a couple of bags of 
syringes. And that’s how they 
define health,” she said. 
  And others, she said, are inter-
ested in referrals to treatment 
centers and to doctors who can 
prescribe medication-assisted 
treatment. 
  But the primary target of the 
Needle Exchange remains in 
focus: Harm reduction. 
  “What harm reduction is about, 
is people who use drugs being in 
charge of their health care,” she 
said. “Just like people who have 
heart disease are in charge of 
their health care. And they have 
options. And they’re given re-
spect.” 
  Without options in regard to 
their health care, those who use 
drugs will often feel disrespect-
ed and without control, Kebec 
said. 
  “They’re going to say, ‘oh, this 
person doesn’t care about me as 
a human being,’ ” she said. 
“And so, ‘I’m on my own.’ And 

                                           Photo courtesy of the Bad River Needle Exchange 

The Bad River Needle Exchange program received a donation of 
two metal supply closets last year. The closets help keep       

supplies safe and tidy. 
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that’s how people using drugs 
have been treated. Like, ‘I’m just 
on my own, I have to figure it 
out myself.’ 
  “This program is about provid-
ing more options and more op-
portunity for people to get help, 
and really humanizing them. 
And treating them as adults who 
can make rational choices.” 
   Needle Exchange participants 
make their requests for supplies 
through anonymous calls or 
texts. The program has no opera-
tions building or space of its 
own. Needle exchanges are 
made at private residences gas 
stations, from cars, under stair-
ways, in alcoves our anywhere 
the participants can feel comfort-
able and not “outed.” Partici-
pants are expected to return used 
needles and syringes in sharps 
containers. 
  “We let them know that the 
program is anonymous and con-
fidential,” Kebec said. “This 
program has been really effec-
tive in preventing overdose 
deaths. But this is not a public 
health program. This is a com-
munity program. It’s about giv-
ing people respect. And being 
good listeners. That’s what peo-
ple need. Human beings need 
someone to listen to them.” 
  Kebec said the Needle Ex-
change has been able to award 
stipends to volunteers who put in 

extra hours, but as you might 
expect, the rewards for Kebec, 
Conley and their associates come 
from helping people and saving 
lives. 
  Conley, a Tribal member who 
has lived here most of her life, 
said one reward came when she 
started to feel trusted by the Bad 
River Community. 
  “We didn’t start this journey 
intending to do all this,” Conley 
said. “We just wanted to help; 
help get access to help, from 

some of the things we were see-
ing. It’s been rewarding being 
able to see some of our clients 
work into recovery, to transform. 
We greatly appreciate all of our 
clients in their roles as the pro-
gram has expanded. 
  “We of course would love to 
have an expansive program with 
an array of services, but we do 
our best in collaborating and 
referrals. Sometimes the smallest 
rewards are the greatest – simple 
as having Narcan (naloxone) 

available and saving someone’s 
life. We’ve seen tragedy, we’ve 
seen triumph.” 
   And together, Conley and Ke-
bec have seen a program that 
works. A program that cares. 
  “As our naloxone program had 
expanded, we’ve had a lot of 
people who have been able to 
live, when it was almost certain 
they would have died other-
wise,” Kebec said. “There has 
been many, many people in the 
community who have been re-
vived with naloxone. It’s 
changed hearts and minds.” 
   Since grant money fuels the 
engine that keeps the Needle 
Exchange running, the new 
book, “Expanding The Circle of 
Care,” should draw positive at-
tention and perhaps lead to addi-
tional revenue streams. 
  Kebec said 1,000 copies of the 
book have been printed and 
bound in soft cover. Most of the 
books will be distributed and 
circulated for free at community 
clinics in the state, in the justice 
system, to Bad River community 
members, the Tribal Council and 
elected representatives such as 
Wisconsin’s U.S. Senators Tam-
my Baldwin (D) and Ron John-
son (R). 
   “The people who use drugs are 
not bad people,” Kebec said. 
“They’re doing the best they can 
with the tools they have.” 
  And they are not alone. In the 
Bad River Needle Exchange, 
they have a friend.  
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                                                     Photo by the Bay City News Service 
Philomena Kebec, one of the coordinators of the Bad River 

Needle Exchange says, “Addiction is a disease of               
loneliness and shame.” 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at 
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

What’s your story? 

If you know of a good story from the 

Bad River Community that needs to be 

told in “Drum Beats,” just send an email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call  

920-857-4673. 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov


By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 
 

April Stone is passionate 

about the voting rights of Wis-
consin’s Native Americans. Her 
resolve resonates in her voice 
and leaps from her eyes. 
  And it’s not just because she 
works as a Regional Tribal Or-
ganizer for Wisconsin Conser-
vation Voices, with a mission to 
get out the vote for the Novem-
ber 3 election on The Bad River 
and Red Cliff Reservations. It’s 
much more than that, you see. 
   She is well aware of the Unit-
ed States government’s shame-
ful history when it comes to 
citizenship and the right to vote 
for Indigenous Americans. And 
she is well aware of the long 
struggle to secure those rights 
from an oppressive and racist 
government. 
  “We had to fight for this right, 
forever,” Stone said. “In 1868 
the 14th Amendment was passed 
and that guaranteed citizenship, 
but it did not guarantee citizen-
ship for Native Americans in the 
United States.” 
   Indeed, the government spe-
cifically interpreted the law so it 
applied to black Americans – 
recently freed slaves – and not 
Native people.  
  “Then in 1924 they passed the 
Indian Citizenship Act which 
made us citizens, but it did not 
include the right to vote,” said 
Stone, a life-long member of the 
Bad River Tribe who lives on 
the Reservation. 
  “We didn’t have that right until 
1962. Utah was the last state to 
allow Native Americans the 
right to vote. But there were 
barriers. There were polling 
taxes, there was literacy tasked 
voter fraud. 
  “So, finally in 1965 the Voting 

Rights Act was passed. And it’s 
kind of ended the racial discrim-
ination and worked to prevent 
those barriers for Native Ameri-
cans to vote. So, that wasn’t that 
long ago.” 
  Stone’s work is non-partisan 
and non-profit. Sure, she knows 
for whom she will vote, but her 
ballot is secret, as it should be, 
especially with the U.S. Presi-
dency among the offices hang-
ing in the balance. She just 
wants to do what she can to 
make sure this precious Native 
vote is not wasted. 
  “I want to put myself out there 
for people,” Stone said. 
 To encourage Tribal members 
to vote she will help people to 

register on-line or to request 
absentee ballots. Originally, her 
plan was to spend time on both 
reservations in a 10 x 10 pop-up 
tent, making daily contacts with 
people and encouraging them to 
register and vote. But COVID-
19 scuttled her plans, just as it 
has for many others. 
  There were 54,526 Indigenous 
Americans living in the State of 
Wisconsin, according to the 
most recent figures obtained in 
2010. 
  “There’s a high population of 
Native Americans in Wisconsin 
and if they did register and 
show up at the polls to vote they 
would have a great impact,” 
Stone said. 

  The Wisconsin Native Vote is 
also promoting the 2020 elec-
tion as a vote for the future of 
our children, the future of our 
planet, and the future of the 7th 
Generation. 
   In fact, in her work Stone has 
been handing out COVID-19 
masks that read, “I vote for the 
7th gen.” That would mean the 
November 3 vote would have 
lasting significance for about 
140 years, or until the year 
2160. 
  “It’s hard for me to pass them 
out, because we’re in a pandem-
ic,” Stone said of the masks. 

Continued below, on Page 7 
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Good election advice: Vote! 
Stone urges Bad River, Red Cliff Tribes to exercise a hard-fought right 

                                                                                                                                Photo by The Bay City News Service 
April Stone, with majestic Chequamegon Bay looming in the background, delivers an           

important message to Native American voters as Election Day approaches on November 3. 

Request a Bad River Tribal absentee ballot: See Page 31   



“And technically, I’m not sup-
posed to go door-to-door.” 
  But Stone was very clear about 
the goals of the Wisconsin   
Native Vote. 
  “It’s to provide voter education 
to people,” Stone said. “It’s to 
remind them that our people 
have not always had the right to 
vote. And we had to fight hard 
for this. 
  “You’re going to the polls to 
make the decision right now, in 
2020, but it’s going to affect 
seven generations down the 
road. It’s important to not just 
think of yourself in the here and 
now. That’s important, but 
when you cast your vote it’s 
going to affect generations, and 
generations and generations 
from now. 
  “We always have to keep in 
mind our children and our chil-
dren’s children. And to get In-
digenous people to the polls.” 
   And to help get voters to the 
polls, Stone is working to en-
sure that the transit operations 
on both reservations are opera-
tional on Election Day. 
  But, of course, since the begin-
ning of democracy, there have 
been those who contend, “my 
vote doesn’t matter.” Stone dis-
agrees. 
  “You have a vote, you have a 
say,” she said. “And if you’re 
not going to use it, somebody 
else will gladly use it for you. 
Everybody who doesn’t vote; 
and that adds up to lots and lots 
and lots of people … Just think 
of the impact they would have if 
they actually cast their vote. If 
you want to complain about 
something you don’t have a 
right to do that if you’re not 
voting.” 
  Stone is the mother of four 
grown children and also runs a 
basket-making business. She 
has been serving Wisconsin 
Conservation Voices since the 
end of July and her work will 
end on November 3, Election 
Day. But … 

  “It just doesn’t end there for 
me,” she said. “I’m trying to 
think about how to continue this 
work year-round because I think 
this is really important work. I’d 
like to see closer to 100 percent 
turnout on all the reservations 
in Wisconsin.” 
  
 For more voter information, con-
tact April Stone by phone at (715) 
292-2760 or by email at 
April@ConservationVoices.org 
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County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 122 2 

Bayfield 113 1 

Iron 143 1 

Douglas 493 0 

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Tracking COVID-19 
  As of this morning, September 30, there were 7,096,949 cases of COVID-19, the 

coronavirus, in the United States, with 204,363 deaths. The first coronavirus case in 

Wisconsin was reported on February 5. There are 7 active cases of COVID-19 on the 

Bad River Reservation remaining from 15 positive tests. There have been a total of 

119,955 cases reported in the state and 1,300 deaths. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

 A large spike in positive 

cases of COVID-19 in Ash-
land County, reported on Sep-
tember 23, prompted the Ash-
land School District to close 
its classrooms for a least two 
weeks. 
  Additionally, all taverns in 
and around Ashland were 
ordered closed, set to begin at 
one minute after midnight on 
September 25 and lasting until 
one minute before midnight 
on October 11. 
  However, the order to close 
the bars was quickly rescind-
ed after the Tavern League of 
Wisconsin stepped in and 
pointed out that proper notice 
to the public was not given 
before county officials issued 
the edict. 
  But the bottom line reflected 
the sharp increase in positive 
cases of the virus. Two weeks 
ago, Ashland County was 
sitting at 43 COVID-19 cases. 
But since September 16, that 
number has nearly tripled, 
jumping to 122, with two  
deaths. 
  Meanwhile, the health news 
on the Bad River Reservation 
was a bit more encouraging, 
with eight new cases of the 
virus reported, bringing the 
total to 15. However, eight 
have recovered, leaving seven 
active cases, according to the 
Health and Wellness Center. 
  The identities of the Tribal 
members who have contracted 

the COVID-19 virus cannot be 
made public, in accordance 
with the Health Insurance Port-
ability and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA). 
   “We cannot give any health 
status updates without the con-
sent of patients, as that is pro-
tected under HIPAA, even 
without giving names,” said 
Pam Feustel, Public Health 
Nurse. “Our apologies.” 
  According to Public Health 

Nurse Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur, 
the BRHWC has recorded ap-
proximately 1,436 negative 
tests of COVID-19, as of  
Tuesday, Sept. 29. 
  “We continue to test between 
30-50 individuals a day,” 
Gerovac-Lavasseur said. 
   On Saturday, Sept. 12, a mass 
testing took place in the Health 
and Wellness Center parking 
lot, at which time two more 
positive cases of COVID-19 

were detected. On Friday, Sept. 
18, there was a mass testing, 
assisted by the Wisconsin Na-
tional Guard in the Bayfield 
County Garage in Washburn. 
   And the National Guard as-
sisted the Tribe in another test-
ing, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 26 in the Bad 
River Casino parking lot. 
  “We do not have the results 
from the Wisconsin National 

Continued below, on Page 9 
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Seven cases  
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Guard testing in Bayfield at 
this time,” Feustel said. “We 
are evaluating our COVID-
19 situation here in Bad Riv-
er continually throughout the 
day and will be looking at 
the potential of mass testings 
based on need in the com-
munity.” 
  At present, the BRHWC 
conducts its mass testings 
outside in an open-sided res-
piratory tent behind the 
Wellness Center. And that 
will present a problem when 
the weather turns cold and 
blustery. But the BRHWC is 
prepared. 
  “We do continue to utilize 
our respiratory tent outside 
behind the clinic,” Gerovac-
Lavasseur said. “The tent is 
able to be closed in with 
sides, and we can add heat 
when necessary when the 
weather changes. At this 
time, that is our plan. If we 
can contain the area in 
which potential cases would 
be tested, this does lessen 
the risk for others.” 
  And even under perfect 
weather conditions, mass 
testings such as the one on 
September 12, present a 
physical challenge. 
  “We had approximately 20 
staff involved in the event,” 
Feustel recalled. “It was 
physically demanding; how-
ever, all the staff were vol-
unteers. It was a great day of 
teamwork and serving the 
community. The experience 
overall was an extremely 
rewarding one.”  

 

 

COVID-19  

From Page 11 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at 
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Safe  
Third of a series: Spread the word! 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                   

Photo courtesy 

 of the  

Safe to Sleep Campaign  

Carol Nickel 

Sleep  
For the  

details! 

  If you would like more detailed 
information on safe sleep, please 
do not hesitate to reach out to 
me: 
 
Carol Nickel RN MCH 
Bad River Health and Wellness 
Center 
715-682-7133 ext. 4354 
c.nickel@badriverHWC.com 
  
  Or look for more information in 
the October 14 newsletter.  
  Until then, “SLEEP SAFE.”  

mailto:c.nickel@badriverHWC.com
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Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Mike Berlin 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara Smart 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 

Dylan Jennings 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54806 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, financial-

ly stable government; to maintain Tribal Sov-

ereignty; and enable members to progess indi-

vidually, toward a more fulfilling life culturally, 

spiritually, and economically. 

October 1 
Mark Bender 
Debra Heggie 

October 2 
Joseph D. Rose 

October 4 
Joseph L. Corbine 
Yvonne Soulier 

October 5 
Samuel D. Livingston 

October 8 
KC Goss 
Francis Leoso 
Edward  Neveaux 
  

October 10  

Delphine Hurd 
Walter Soulier 

October 11 
Rose Bender 
 

October 13 
Michael Rufus 
 

October 16 
Debra Conley 
Karla Baker 
Donald Neveaux 
 

October 19 
Scott Maday 
 

October 24 
Guy Arbuckle 
 

October 26 
Patti Bigboy 

October 28 
David Moore 
Denise Neveaux 
 

October 29 
Sandra Corbine 
 

October 30 
Paul Kraft 
 

October 31 
Jeffrey Neveaux 
Ervin Soulier 

 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in October 

 

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know). 
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COVID-19 is no match for Tribe 
Some would say it was inevitable. Some would say it was only 

a matter time. Some would say that all communities, large and 
small, would one day be touched by the icy hand of the COVID-
19 virus. 
  But on September 8, when the first positive case of COVID-19 
was reported on the Bad River Reservation, no Tribal member 
was ready to welcome this invisible, sinister visitor to their 
homeland. 
  And, quite frankly, the news came as a shock. After 
all, Bad River had eluded COVID-19 for more than 
seven months since the first reported positive case in 
Wisconsin on February 5. 
  But since September 8, the number of positive cases 
in Bad River has risen to 15, with 8 recovered. That 
first case involved a Tribal member who contracted 
COVID-19 while attending an off-Reservation gath-
ering. 
  But what is most important has been the community 
response to his dangerous intrusion. 
  The Bad River Tribal Council acted first and swiftly 
on September 9, issuing a shelter at home order for 
all Tribal members who live on the Reservation. That 
meant only work and other essential services would 
be allowed on Tribal property. 
  Then, on Saturday, Sept. 12, The Bad River Health 
and Wellness Center conducted a mass testing of 200 residents, 
which revealed two more COVID-19 positives. It was a demand-
ing day for the Health and Wellness staff, conducting tests from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. But it was worth it to discover two more neigh-
bors in need of medical attention. 
  To be sure, positive tests in Bad River, or any Reservation in the 
United States are noteworthy. Native Americans, you see, seem 
to be at greater risk. 
   The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) re-
leased a study in August that examined how COVID-19 is im-
pacting American Indians and Alaska Natives – one of the racial 
and ethnic minority groups at highest risk from the virus. The 
CDC discovered that in 23 states selected for the study, the cu-
mulative incidence of laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases 
among American Indians and Alaska Natives was 3.5 times 
greater than non-Hispanic whites. 

  Also, these data revealed that American Indians and Alaska 
Natives (AI/AN) who tested positive for SARS-COV-2 tended to 
be younger than white non-Hispanic individuals with COVID-19 
infection. Compared with whites, a higher percentage of cases 
among AI/AN were in people under 18 years of age (12.9 percent 
AI/AN; 4.3 percent white), and a smaller percentage of cases 
were among AI/AN 65 years or older (12.6 percent AI/AN; 28.6 
percent white). Not much data were available to quantify the dis-
parity in COVID-19 incidence, COVID-19 disease severity, and 

outcomes among AI/AN persons compared with those 
among other racial/ethnic groups. This reinforced the 
need to prioritize improved data collection as a key 
approach to improve health outcomes. 
  Furthermore, recent CDC studies have shown that 
AI/AN are among the racial and ethnic minority 
groups at higher risk for severe COVID-19 outcomes. 
According to the study, persisting racial inequity and 
historical trauma have contributed to disparities in 
health and socioeconomic factors between AI/AN and 
white populations that have adversely affected tribal 
communities. The elevated incidence among this 
group might also reflect differences in reliance on 
shared transportation, household size, limited access 
to running water, and other factors that might facili-
tate community transmission. 
  But on the Bad River Reservation, away from these 

scientific studies, there has been empirical evidence of a commu-
nity of family and friends who care for each other and have 
joined together to defeat COVID-19. 
  Bad River Public Health Nurse Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur spoke 
for everyone when she said, “There have been many concerns, 
and rightfully so, as this is a scary time for all of us.” 
  But COVID-19 is no match for the Tribe! 
  Out of these scary times comes strength and a resolve to meet 
this challenge head-on and stay the course to good health. 
  “We did identify our first positives,” Gerovac-Lavasseur said. 
“However, the community really deserves the credit here. They 
are willing and continue to follow all of the guidance to protect 
themselves, their family, and the community.” 
   And that will not change. 
 
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Reminder: Bad River is under a  

“Shelter at Home” order! 

 
How do I know if I was exposed? 

 
If you think you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, follow the steps be-
low to monitor your health and to avoid spreading the disease to others. 
You generally need to be in close contact with a sick person to get infected. Close con-
tact includes: 

• Living in the same household as a sick person with COVID-19 

• Caring for a sick person with COVID-19 

• Being within 6 feet of a sick person with COVID-19 for about 15 minutes 

• Being in direct contact with secretions from a sick person with COVID-19 (e.g. be-
ing coughed on, kissing, sharing utensils, etc.) 
If you have not been in close contact with a person who you know had COVID-19, you 
are at low, but not zero risk for infection. Cases of COVID-19 do occur due to commu-
nity spread from people you may not know have COVID-19, which is why hand hy-
giene, wearing a face mask or cloth covering, and social distancing are important pre-
vention measures. 
If you have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 but not in close contact, you can 
continue to go to work or school but you should monitor your health for 14 days and, if 
you become ill, you should stay away from others and contact your health care provid-
er. 
Bad River Public Health will provide support or assistance to help meet the needs 

of individuals who are isolated or quarantined. This may include meeting basic 

needs such as medications, food, and potentially shelter.  

 

The next 2 weeks will be important to protect yourself and family. Please 

continue to follow the guidelines and “Shelter at Home” order.  

Stay Safe & Be Well!! 
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Tribal face-covering requirement 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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(Continued from Page 20) 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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(Continued from Page 21) 
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Isolation/Quarantine Order for the Bad River Community 

(Continued on Page 24) 

Note: The quarantine ordinance puts into place the legal enforcement mechanism if a Tribal member who 
tests positive for COVID-19 refuses to quarantine for the safety of the Bad River Community.  
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(Continued from Page 23) 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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(Continued from Page 24) 

(Continued on Page 26) 
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(Continued from Page 25) 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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(Continued from Page 26) 

        11) What symptoms have you experienced? 

 12) Did you have a COVID-19 test? If so, when? Where were you tested, what were the results? 

 13) Have you had close contact with other community members who are not in your household over 

the last 14 days prior to onset of symptoms? If so, who? 
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Disorderly Conduct Code 

(Continued on Page 29) 
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(Continued from Page 28) 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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(Continued from Page 29) 
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 NOTICE:  

        BAD RIVER TRIBAL ABSENTEE BALLOT 

       REQUEST FOR THE NOVEMBER 3, 2020  

    ELECTION FOR: 

  VICE-CHAIRPERSON, SECRETARY AND (1) JUNIOR COUNCIL MEMBER  

  Absentee Ballot Rules:  

  As of September 17, 2020 Each qualified eligible voter shall request his/her own absentee ballot 
and include the following information:  

  1. DATE OF REQUEST  

  2. PRINTED COMPLETE NAME (including maiden name and any aliases, if applicable 

  3. CURRENT ADDRESS  

  4. TELEPHONE NUMBER (if applicable) 

  5. LEGIBLE SIGNATURE  

  6. EACH REQUEST MUST ALSO INCLUDE A COPY OF A BAD RIVER TRIBAL MEMBERSHIP IDENTIFICA-
TION CARD (showing both front and back of the card) OR CERTIFICATION LETTER (A valid form of 
picture identification must accompany the aforementioned letter), ISSUED BY THE TRIBE AND 
SIGNED BY THE APPROPRIATE ENROLLMENT OFFICIAL 

   7. BALLOTS CAN ONLY BE REQUESTED AFTER THE PUBLIC NOTIFICATION AND DURING THE SPECI-
FIED TIME FRAME ANY REQUEST RECEIVED AFTER OCTOBER 4, 2020 OR SENT TO ANY OTHER AD-
DRESS OR EMAIL LISTED BELOW WILL BE VOIDED AND COUNTED AS SUCH. 

  BAD RIVER ELECTION COMMITTEE 
P.O. BOX 657 ASHLAND, WI 54806 

 EMAIL: ABSballotrequest@BadRiver.Com   
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Boozhoo, from the Bad River Health & Wellness AODA Program 

 I’d like to share a few helpful suggestions 
to help you through the day 

While we are back at work we are remembering to social distance, wear masks, wash hands, 
and to include our relatives/family/friends that are home and in the community. Miigwetch 

for reading and please share  
Possible things to do to while at home. Possible things to help others to prevent substance 

abuse. 
Make crafts, beadwork, knitting, art work, planting, gardening, etc. 

Meditate, make time for prayer and thought 
Listen to music, learn to play an instrument, sing, hum 

Whistle (remember to whistle while you work) 
Daily reading, read positive quotes, affirmations 

Do breathing exercising, breath in, breath out, allow your lungs to do the work 
Spend time with positive people in positive environments 

Self-prayer, self-smudging, asema offering 

Be mindful of negative words and thoughts. Don’t allow words to control or keep you feeling 
down. We have been told tomorrow or moments of the future is unknown, try and lift your 

spirit, we only have one chance for this life. Somedays we can only handle day by day, or mo-
ment to moment. Make the best of it! 

If I can help or find someone, you’re comfortable with please call 
Penny Charette: Cultural Liaison/AODA Support Staff @ 715-682-7133 ext. 4353 

If your struggling with alcohol/substance abuse, the Bad River AODA Program is offering a 
virtual       on-line meeting, and social distancing office visits 

We can help you find a sponsor if your struggling 

 If you would like to talk or meet with an AODA Counselor, or Peer Specialist, please call the Bad 
River AODA Program @ 715-682-7863 to set up an appointment 

We are in this together 

Some tips to help you through the day 
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Planning for Traditional Harvesting? 
As we are all well aware, the need to keep ourselves safe and prevent the spread of 

Covid-19, our much-loved traditions need to adapt accordingly. This is a year to take 

what you know of Harvesting/Hunting activities in your own way, perhaps with those 

closest to you. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and in an effort to keep Bad River as safe as possi-

ble, we have implemented harvesting guidelines for this year. We respectfully ask 

that all Bad River Harvesters/Hunters respect and comply with this guidance.  

 

We are asking if you are traveling to Bad River from another location that you receive 

a rapid COVID-19 test. This can be done by calling the Bad River Health & Wellness 

Center (715-682-7133) before your travel, to schedule an appointment for a rapid 

COVID-19 test. You may be required to fill out some paperwork prior to your test. If 

you have questions about the test, please contact Bad River Public Health 715-682-

7133 or 715-292-7368. 

 

Please take extra precautions during this time 

Avoid crowded areas   Maintain social distancing (6 feet) 

 Keep proper hygiene   Limit group gatherings 

Stay home if you are sick   Wear a mask 

STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY! 
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Tribal policy means daily  

screening for all employees 
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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19 

 within the Reservation 

  In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the 
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable.  In response 
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:   
   
  “The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gam-
ing facility and limited other activities in 
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting 
our tribal community and surrounding areas. 
 
  “Regardless of the State Supreme Court deci-
sion, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-at-
Home’ guidance with the outcome of protecting 
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of 
our public health and medical staff. 
 
  “We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to 
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and 
health of our communities.” 
 
  For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at  http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer.  Miigwech! 

 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
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COVID-19 tests a must before returning to work 
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***COMMUNITY NOTICE***  

Vehicle Registration and Titling 
  Vehicle Registration and Titling Location and Times Due to COVID-19 

Pandemic. 

  Administrative staff will be available to assist community members with 

vehicle titling and registration as follows:  

  By Appointment ONLY (Tuesday and Thursday afternoons) 1 p.m. to 2:30 

p.m. 

  Please call and schedule a time (715-682-7111).  

  At Chief Blackbird Center Odanah, Wis. 

  Please bring exact change and see the following staff:  

Lee Crowe, Administrative Receptionist ext. 1500 

 Amy Gonzalez, Tribal Operations Assistant ext. 1505 or Denise Gilles, 

Benefits Specialist ext. 1242 

~Miigwech 
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Bad River Food Shelf Hours 
               

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon 

Friday: 9 a.m.-noon 
 
Anyone needing Food Shelf please call 
ahead before noon, 715-682-7127.  If 
there is no answer leave a message 
with a return phone number. 

 

To: Everyone  

From: Linton Rembert 

Date: 7/31/20 

RE: Restaurant Hours                                                          

                                                                                            

As of August 1, 2020, Manomin Res-
taurant will be closed on Saturdays 
and Sundays, and open 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
weekdays. We will be open until 2 
p.m. and will not be closing early. We 
are still doing to-go orders only. 
Please call your order in ahead and 
practice social distancing. Thank you 
for your time and attention.  

Manomin Restaurant hours 

  Please be advised that starting on 
Thursday Sept. 17, 2020 Potato Riv-
er Road will be temporarily closed 
due to road construction.  Construc-
tion will be replacing a failing culvert 
near the North Vaughn Creek 

Bridge.  Road will be completely im-
passable at that location.  The rest 
of the road will remain open, both 
from the Elm Hoist side and Hwy. 
169.  Road will be closed for approx-
imately 2 weeks.  We apologize for 

any inconvenience this may cause. 
 Thanks and have a great day. 
      
Ben Connors Sr. 
Bad River Roads Dept. Manager 

Potato River Road will be temporarily closed, beginning Sept. 17 

 

 

 

If you need to contact 
the school … 

   For any parent or students needing to contact the school 
regarding virtual learning, problems with Chromebooks or 
any other assistance, you can contact our Home School    
Coordinators using the information below.  

  Dial direct line: 715-682-7827, then enter extension. 

  Extensions:  
  Myron Burns (LSE)- 3412    

  mburns@sdak12.net 
 
  Faye Maday (AMS)- 2012 

  dnaday@sdak12.net 
 
  Joe Corbin (AHS)- 1011 

  jcorbine@sdak12.net 
 

                               — Stephanie Julian, Education Director 

mailto:mburns@sdak12.net
mailto:dnaday@sdak12.net


‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

October 8 
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               ATTENTION!! 

THE BAD RIVER UTILITY DEPARTMENT WILL BE 

FLUSHING ALL FIRE HYDRANTS IN THE 3      

COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEMS; 

(NEW ODANAH & 

 DIAPERVILLE,  

FRANKS FIELD, BIRCH HILL) 

BEGINNING SEPT. 21, 2020 AND ENDING        

OCT. 23, 2020 

WEATHER PERMITTING 

YOU MAY EXPERIENCE A SLIGHT DIP IN WATER PRESSURE DURING THIS TIME AND TEM-

PORARY DISCOLORATION OF WATER MAY OCCUR IN SOME AREAS. IF DISCOLORATION 

OCCURES, RUN WATER FOR TEN MINIUTES OR UNTIL CLEAR BEFORE USE. AND PLEASE 

CHECK FOR DISCOLORATION BEFORE WASHING CLOTHES. 

THE BAD RIVER WWTP WILL TRY TO KEEP ANY INCONVENIENCE TO A MINIMUM, AND 

APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION OF OUR CUSTOMERS ON THIS MATTER.  ANY QUES-

TIONS, PLEASE CONTACT PHILIP LIVINGSTON @715-685-7878 or 715-292-5339. 
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Care for your mental health, too! 
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Bad River Transit rolls again! 
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Education Department remains open to offer help during COVID-19 

 The Bad River Education Department remains open 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  The department can be contacted at the information 
listed here for all of your higher education needs.  
  If you are a current student who will be continuing 
college in the Fall, please send email  for a scholarship 
application and any questions you might have. 
  We are here to help! 
 

Education Dept. 

Bad River Tribe 

P.O. Box 39 

72682 Maple St. 

Odanah, WI 54861 

Phone: (715) 682-7111 ext. 1533 



Page 58                                                                   September 30, 2020                

 



September 30, 2020                                                                   Page 59                                

 



Page 60                                                                   September 30, 2020         

 

 

‘End’ Quote 
  The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These 
weekly statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and 
consider why it was written: 
 

“It’s not what happens to you that determines how far you will go 
in life; it is how you handle what happens to you.” 

                                                                    ~ Quotes nThoughts.org 
 

  Watch for the next statement in the October 14 newsletter.  If you have a statement you 
would like to share, feel free to send it to Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Le-
gal Lay Advocate, Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov 
Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal lay Advocate 
Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. 

 

“Drum Beats,”  
is the newsletter for the Bad 

River Band of Lake Superior 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

  Drum Beats is circulated   

every other Wednesday 

throughout the year and is 

produced by The Bay City 

News Service of Ashland, Wis. 

Send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 or call 920-857-4673. 
Electronic Conferencing 

Oct. 8 is the deadline to submit news items for Oct. 14 newsletter 


