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2 COVID-19 cases prompt action; 4 total  

Council orders  

Tribe to shelter 

at home 

By Bay City News Service 
For the Bad River Band 
 

After reports of the first two 

positive cases of COVID-19 in 
Bad River, the Tribal Council 
has issued a shelter at home or-
der for all Tribal members who 
live on the Reservation. 
  The only activities considered 
exceptions to the order apply to 
work and other essential ser-
vices, as detailed in the order. 
(See Pages 4 & 5).  
  The order went into effect at    
8 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 10 and 
will stand until further notice. 
  “It is with profound concern for 
the health and safety or our em-
ployees, families and community 
that we find it necessary to issue 
a shelter at home order,” Tribal 
Chairman Mike Wiggins, Jr. said 
in a release on September 9. 

   The first positive case of 
COVID-19 was reported on Sep-
tember 8, involving a Tribal 
member who contracted the vi-
rus at an off-Reservation gather-
ing. The second case involves an 
individual who lives on the   
Reservation.  
  Also on September 9, Chair-
man Wiggins, on behalf of the 
Council, issued a statement giv-
ing additional definition of 
“essential services.”  
  (See Page 5). 
  “I greatly appreciate all that 
you all are doing to keep Tribal 
Operations running in place with 
as much efficiency as possible 
during these times,” Chairman 
Wiggins said. “Each day brings 
new challenges for us and we are 
all rising to that challenge.”  
  During a mass testing Saturday  
of 200 Tribal members, two 
more tested positive for a total of 
four. 

New leaders take charge to 
make BRHWC, ‘best of best’ 

Randy 
 Samuelson 

             By Richard J. Pufall 
               For the Bad River Band 

Randy Samuelson and Robert L. 

Houle have joined a winning team at 
the Bad River Health and Wellness 
Center, taking on perhaps the two most 
demanding positions: Team leaders. 
So, their jobs are not just to stay the 
course, but to lead this vital Tribal enti-
ty to greater success, despite the chal-
lenges of COVID-19. 

This sign indi-
cates where the 

Bad River Health 
and Wellness 

Center is locat-
ed, but not 

where it’s going 
under the new 

leadership of 
Randy Samuel-
son and Robert 

Houle. 



And both men welcome the 
challenge; Samuelson as the 
new Clinic Administrator 
and Houle as the new Assis-
tant Administrator. 
  Samuelson, a native of 
Decorah Iowa, comes to 
Bad River after 16 years as 
the health director for the 
Lac du Flambeau Tribe. But 
this is no lateral move for 
Samuelson. He sees it as a 
big step up. 
  “The opportunity …” said 
Samuelson, who lives in 
Phelps, Wis. “I wanted to 
be able to make a difference 
in a community … I feel 
that the support that Bad 
River is giving me, it’s a 
very good match for me, 
and me for Bad River. 
There is a tremendous po-
tential that we have in our 
community, from a health-
care standpoint. The Bad 
River Community has come 
a long way in improving its 
health care. And I see it 
continuing to be better and 
better every day.” 
  Samuelson officially 
seized this opportunity on 
July 15 when he took 
charge of the BRHWC. And 
one of his first, significant 
acts also gave him great 
satisfaction: He hired Houle 
to be his assistant. And that 
brought Houle, a Bad River 
Tribal member, back home 
again. 
  “He’s a member of the 
community,” Samuelson 
said of Houle. “He knows 
the community really well. 
“His professional back-
ground and experience … 

how he handles himself, in 
a very professional way. 
He’s just got all the right 
stuff.” 
  Samuelson got his degree 
in business administration 
from the University of Iowa 
in 1984. He reports directly 
to Mike Wiggins, Jr., Bad 
River’s Tribal Chairman 
and Executive Director. 
And Samuelson steps in 

with a clear idea of where 
the BRHWC is headed. 
  “From Tribal leadership to 
the Health and Wellness 
Advisory Committee, the 
direction that the Clinic is 
going to be going is to max-
imize the health care ser-
vices to the community in 
any way possible.” 
  Houle, as second in com-

mand, said his job puts him 
in charge of the day-to-day 
operations of the clinic. His 
role is similar to that of a 
chief operations officer, he 
said. 
  Houle began his new job 
on August 17, but he is no 
stranger to the Bad River 
Community. His roots are 
here as a member of the 
Tribe. 

   Before coming home 
again Houle was employed 
as a Director at the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Health Native 
Corporation located in Beth-
el, Alaska, 45 miles up-
stream on the Kuskokwim 
River from the Bearing Sea. 
  And prior to his work at 
YKHC Houle was the 
Housing Director for the 

Bad River Housing Author-
ity. Before his work in 
housing he worked for 
Southcentral Foundation in 
Anchorage, for several 
years, serving the Alaskan 
native and American Indian 
populations in southeast 
Alaska. He held various 
positions such as compensa-
tion manager, administrator, 
manager of Native Men’s 
Wellness Center and senior 
health care analyst; bene-
fits. 
  Houle is a 1974 graduate 
of Ashland High School. He 
attended the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior then 
transferred to Lakeland Col-
lege where he graduated 
with a bachelor of science 
degree in social psycholo-
gy and secondary education 
in 1978. 
   Besides managing the day
-to-day operations of the 
clinic, he fills in as adminis-
trator in the absence of 
Samuelson, his supervisor. 
  “I like the day-to-day chal-
lenges of running a health 
care organization, serving 
the people and their fami-
lies of the Bad River com-
munity,” Houle said. “I en-
joy working with the clinic 
staff and developing a total 
team environment which is 
focused on communication 
and collaboration.” 
  Of course, the on-going 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
made life difficult for Houle 
and Samuelson, just as it 
has for everyone else. 
  “Right now, COVID-19 is 
a huge challenge for all of 
us and for especially those 
of us who are on the front 
lines fighting this virus eve-
ry day,” Houle said. “The 

Continued below, on Page 3 
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Robert L. Houle,  a Bad River Tribal member, has come back 

home as the new Assistant Administrator of the BRHWC Clinic. 



 

What’s your story? 

If you know of a good story from the 

Bad River Community that needs to be 

told in “Drum Beats,” just send an email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call  

920-857-4673. 

rewards are self-evident; to serve the 
people and their families from a place I 
affectionately call home. Also, the re-
wards that come along with seeing the 
hard-working men and women who are 
the backbone of our clinic and to strive 
to work with them day in and day out. 
They truly are heroes who are caring 
and dedicated to their profession.” 
  Houle said the BRHWC currently em-
ploys, “between 60-70 staff.” 
  “Each and every day comes with many 
challenges; some of which are planned 
and anticipated yet others are unex-
pected and require immediate atten-
tion,” Houle said. “I do my best to be 
organized and to identify all of the tasks 
and projects that come with running a 
clinic of our size and complexity. I 
strive to provide good mentorship and 
leadership to everyone and in return I 
expect hard work and dedication from 
all.” 
  And Houle is a busy man away from 
work as well, especially since coming 
home. 
  He enjoys listening to music, with his 
favorites being classic country and 
western, classic rock, Celtic, blues, and 
Native American contemporary and 
pow-wow music. He likes to hunt and 
spend time at his cabin, clearing land, 
cutting trees for firewood, and enjoying 

nature. 
  “I am also a photographer and artist 
specializing in wood burning, carving 
(walking sticks, canes) and sketching,” 
Houle said. “I also enjoy reading/
research on science, nature, history and 
Native American subjects (history, be-
liefs, traditions, spiritualism and 

crafts).” 
  And he knows what he wants for the 
BRHWC. 
   Said Houle: “My personal mission 
statement is short and simple: Respect is 
earned, and attitudes are contagious; be 
a leader not a follower and strive to pro-
vide more praise when it’s deserved and 
less criticism/judging.” 
  And he and Samuelson will be leaders 
in the relentless battle against COVID-
19. 
  “COVID-19 has greatly impacted our 
day-to-day operations and will continue 
to have this impact for such a time that 
we either have a vaccine which is wide-
spread or we reach a point in time when 
‘herd immunity’ is in place to drastical-
ly slow down or stop this virus,” Houle 
said. “Until such a time it will require 
all of us to take whatever precautionary 
measures necessary to ensure the safety 
and health of all.” 
  And Samuelson, Houle and the 
BRHWC will take those measures to-
gether. 
  Said Samuelson: “My ultimate goal 
would be, in the very near future, that I 
would like to have Bad River Health 
and Wellness Center known as the 
standard of care that all other Tribes 
would want to meet. So, being the best 
of the best. In the health care realm to 
have the reputation of having the best of 
the best. … Bad River has the best of 
the best.” 
  Send email to Richard J. Pufall at  
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

BRHWC 
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  “My ultimate goal 

would be, in the very near 

future, that I would like to 

have Bad River Health 

and Wellness Center 

known as the standard of 

care that all other Tribes 

would want to meet.” 
               — Randy Samuelson 
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Bad River COVID-19 Report 

Bad River Public Health/Emergency Response Team 

9/09/20 

The Bad River Public Health/Emergency Response Team’s utmost priority 
has, and continues to be, keeping the community safe through information 
and adherence to social distancing recommendations. To ensure the most 
recent information to the community, we are providing the following COVID-
19 report.  

9/8/2020 Bad River COVID-19 Report: 

2 Positive cases identified in the Bad River Community 

Pending Tests: 0 (Rapid Tests Available) 

Isolated/Quarantined:  

2 Isolated 
9 Quarantined 

Establishments identified: These are approximate times 

Friday September 4th-- Deep Water Grille, 7:30-9:00 p.m.  
Friday September 4th—Scott N Ar’s 10:00 p.m.- 2:30 a.m. 
Saturday September 5th—Airport Inn 10:00p.m.-10:30 p.m.  
Saturday September 5th—Scott N Ar’s 10:30 p.m.- 2:30 a.m. 

If you believe that you have been in contact with someone that may have 
COVID-19, or have symptoms, please call the Bad River Health & Wellness 
Center to schedule a COVID-19 test. An appointment is needed prior to be-
ing tested. Drive ups without an appointment will not be accepted. The Bad 
River Health & Wellness Center is open Monday-Friday from 8am-4:30pm 
and can be reached at 715-682-7133. For COVID-19 related questions please 
call Public Health at 715-682-7133. 

Stay Safe & Be Well!! 
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Reminder: Bad River is under a  

“Shelter at Home” order! 

 
How do I know if I was exposed? 

 
If you think you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, follow the steps be-
low to monitor your health and to avoid spreading the disease to others. 
You generally need to be in close contact with a sick person to get infected. Close con-
tact includes: 

• Living in the same household as a sick person with COVID-19 

• Caring for a sick person with COVID-19 

• Being within 6 feet of a sick person with COVID-19 for about 15 minutes 

• Being in direct contact with secretions from a sick person with COVID-19 (e.g. be-
ing coughed on, kissing, sharing utensils, etc.) 
If you have not been in close contact with a person who you know had COVID-19, you 
are at low, but not zero risk for infection. Cases of COVID-19 do occur due to commu-
nity spread from people you may not know have COVID-19, which is why hand hy-
giene, wearing a face mask or cloth covering, and social distancing are important pre-
vention measures. 
If you have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 but not in close contact, you can 
continue to go to work or school but you should monitor your health for 14 days and, if 
you become ill, you should stay away from others and contact your health care provid-
er. 
Bad River Public Health will provide support or assistance to help meet the needs 

of individuals who are isolated or quarantined. This may include meeting basic 

needs such as medications, food, and potentially shelter.  

 

The next 2 weeks will be important to protect yourself and family. Please 

continue to follow the guidelines and “Shelter at Home” order.  

Stay Safe & Be Well!! 
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County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 42 1 

Bayfield 67 1 

Iron 136 1 

Douglas 334 0 

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Tracking COVID-19 

  As of this morning, September 16, there were 6,512,693 cases of COVID-19, 

the coronavirus, in the United States, with 193,904 deaths. The first corona-

virus case in Wisconsin was reported on February 5. There have been a total 

of 89,956 cases reported in the state and 1,210 deaths. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

Taking immediate and deci-

sive action after the first two 
positive cases of COVID-19 
were reported on the Bad Riv-
er Reservation, the Tribal 
Council issued a shelter-at 
home-order and the Bad River 
Health and Wellness Center 
conducted a mass testing of 
200 residents. 
  The mass testing took place 
on Saturday, Sept. 12 in the 
Health and Wellness Center 
parking lot, at which time two 
more positive cases of 
COVID-19 were detected, 
bringing the Bad River total 
to four after more than seven 
months of no positives at all. 
  The only exceptions to the 
shelter at home order, issued 
on September 9, apply to 
work and other essential ser-
vices. (See Page 4). Also, on 
September 9, the Tribal Coun-
cil, issued a statement giving 
additional definition and ex-
planation of “essential ser-
vices.” (See Page 5). The 
shelter at home order went 
into effect at 8 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Sept. 10 and will stand 
until further notice. 
  The first positive case of 
COVID-19 was reported on 
September 8, involving a 
Tribal member who contract-
ed the virus at an off-
Reservation gathering. The 
second case involves an indi-
vidual who lives on the Reser-
vation. 

  “As you are all aware, we are 
in the middle of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Pam Feustel, Bad 
River Public Health Nurse said 
in a widely-circulated email on 
September 8. “We have worked 
very hard to ensure we keep the 
community free of COVID, 
however, today we identified 
our first positive COVID-19 
case in Bad River. We wanted 
the community to be aware of 
this. Please be assured that 

public health is working on this 
matter and conducting all con-
tact tracing. We will continue 
to work for the safety of the 
community. Please keep in 
mind that the best things you 
can do to keep yourself and 
your family free of COVID are 
to: wash your hands frequently; 
wear your mask; avoid unnec-
essary travel;  practice safe 
social distancing.” 
  On September 10 Feustel re-

leased a statement reminding 
Reservation residents of the 
shelter-at-home order and de-
tailing for each member of the 
community, “How do I know if 
I was exposed?” (See Page 10). 
  Feustel’s colleague, Bad Riv-
er Public Health Nurse Tina 
Gerovac-Lavasseur, under-
scored the need to follow safety 
guidelines. 

Continued below, on Page 12 

4 cases of virus on Reservation 

Tribe takes    
swift action  

vs. COVID-19  

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/
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  “Now that we are seeing posi-
tive cases here in Bad River, 
we do want to remind the com-
munity to continue to follow 
the shelter-in-place order, wear 
a mask, social distance when it 
is necessary to go out, wash 
your hands frequently, and 
avoid any unnecessary travel,” 
Gerovac-Lavasseur said. “We 
are all in this together, and it 
will take the community to 
fight this virus among us. Stay 
safe and be well!” 
  The identities of the Tribal 
members who have contracted 
the COVID-19 virus will not 
and cannot be made public, in 
accordance with the Health 
Insurance Portability and Ac-
countability Act (HIPPA). 
  After the first report of a Trib-
al member testing positive for 
the virus, Gerovac-Lavasseur 
issued a release, further ex-
plaining the HIPPA guidelines. 
  “Public Health has been 
working with our first positive 
case on the Bad River Reserva-
tion,” Gerovac-Lavasseur said 
in an email. “There have been 
many concerns, and rightfully 
so, as this is a scary time for all 
of us. We do want to remind 
the public that NO IDENTIFY-
ING information can be given 
out as it is against the HIPAA 
Privacy Law.  We wanted to 
include some information re-
garding the HIPAA Privacy 
Rule to make the public aware 
of why limited information is 
being shared.” 
  The HIPPA Privacy Rule: A 
major goal of the Privacy Rule 
is to assure that individuals’ 
health information is properly 
protected while allowing the 
flow of health information 
needed to provide and promote 
high quality health care and to 
protect the public's health and 
wellbeing. The Rule strikes a 
balance that permits important 

uses of information, while pro-
tecting the privacy of people 
who seek care and healing. 
  What information is pro-
tected? All medical records 
and other individually identifi-
able health information used or 
disclosed by a covered entity in 
any form, whether electronical-
ly, on paper, or orally, are cov-
ered by the final rule. 
  The four positive cases of 
COVID-19 reported in Bad 
River reflected a significant 
spike in the number throughout 
the four-county area at the top 
of Wisconsin.  
  In the last two weeks 

Ashland County’s number in-
creased from 36 to 42. Bayfield 
(46 to 67), Iron (123 to 136) 
and Douglas (257 to 334) also 
saw significant increases. 
   For more than seven months 
The Bad River Reservation 
appeared to be an island of 
good health in an ocean (or at 
least a lake) of COVID-19. 
  “As you are aware, this unfor-
tunately changed this week,” 
Gerovac-Lavasseur said. “We 
did identify our first positives. 
However, the community real-
ly deserves the credit here. 
They are willing and continue 
to follow all of the guidance to 
protect themselves, their fami-
ly, and the community.” 
   Recently, the BRHWC set up 
a respiratory tent behind the 
clinic, adding another layer of 
defense against COVID-19. 
   “With the increase in cases in 
surrounding areas, we were 

noticing an increase in test re-
quests here at the clinic,” Feus-
tel said. “We put up the respir-
atory tent so that patients who 
needed tests and were having 
symptoms could be seen in the 
tent. We continue to have a tent 
in the back for COVID testing. 
Patients do need an appoint-
ment, but this way they are 
seen, and the building can re-
main free of COVID-19.” 
  The BRHWC had great suc-
cess recently with its Health 
Fair on August 26, drawing a 
Drive-Thru crowd of 501. Dur-
ing COVID-19 a crowd that 
large would be cause for con-

cern, yet health precautions 
were observed and the Tribe 
came away unscathed. 
  “We spent a lot of time trying 
to find an event for the com-
munity that would be safe, but 
still provide the information 
that our normal annual Health 
Fair does,” Feustel said.  
“While this was a much small-
er scale, we were able to pro-
vide information safely while 
social distancing and avoiding 
large social crowds. Everyone 
had to stay in their vehicle and 
were provided with infor-
mation in individually 
wrapped bags. We were over-
whelmed at the success of the 
event and were happy we were 
able to provide the community 
with a safe event during this 
time.” 
  Recently, Bayfield County 
was not so fortunate. The Bay-
field County Health Depart-

ment, and the Red Cliff Tribe 
actively investigated an out-
break of COVID-19 following 
a large gathering. 
  A recent wedding at the Har-
bor View Event Center led to a 
number of positive COVID-19 
cases, according to the Red 
Cliff Health Center. Four peo-
ple who attended the event 
have tested positive. 
  Bayfield County Health De-
partment is asking anyone who 
attended the wedding to get 
tested and quarantine until their 
results come back. 
  A Public Health Order was 
put in place on Friday, Sept. 4 
for Bayfield County due to the 
recent COVID-19 outbreaks. 
The order states that violation 
of or failure to comply with 
the order is punishable by fine 
per Bayfield County Ordi-
nance 2020-07, of not less 
than $200 and not more than 
$500 for each violation. 
  Additionally, gatherings of 
more than 100 people are 
banned, such as meetings, con-
certs, and sporting events with 
exceptions of hospitals, hotels, 
schools and polling places. 
  The order runs through De-
cember 4. 
  Because of the spread, the 
Red Cliff Band of Lake Supe-
rior Chippewa issued a Stay-at 
-Home order for people living 
on the reservation. 
  The Bayfield County wed-
ding sent a clear message to 
health professionals and all 
other residents of northern 
Wisconsin. 
  “At this time, it is not ad-
vised to have any large gather-
ings,” Gerovac-Lavasseur 
said. “I believe Bayfield 
County has an order in effect 
to limit events to under 100 
individuals. We all need to do 
our part to stop the spread, and 
avoiding large gatherings is 
one way we can do that.” 

COVID-19  

From Page 11 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at 
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 
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Safe  
Second of a series: Room sharing, Part 2 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                   

Photo courtesy 

 of the  

Safe to Sleep Campaign  

Carol Nickel 

Sleep  

For the  

details! 

  If you would like more detailed 
information on safe sleep, please 
do not hesitate to reach out to 
me: 
 
Carol Nickel RN MCH 
Bad River Health and Wellness 
Center 
715-682-7133 ext. 4354 
c.nickel@badriverHWC.com 
  
  Or look for more information in 
the next newsletter. Until then, 
"SLEEP SAFE"  

mailto:c.nickel@badriverHWC.com
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Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Mike Berlin 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara Smart 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 

Dylan Jennings 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54806 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, financial-

ly stable government; to maintain Tribal Sov-

ereignty; and enable members to progess indi-

vidually, toward a more fulfilling life culturally, 

spiritually, and economically. 

September 1 

Gordon (Beaver) Miller 

September 2 

Theresa Hagstrom 

Dana Jackson  

September 4 

Lios (Maggie) Kolodziejski  

September 8 

Flavia Neveaux 

September 9 

Lynn Chingo 

September 10 

Carol (Sue) Butler 

Theresa Couture 

 

 

September 14 

Kenneth (Baser) Couture  

Evelyn Stone  

September 15 

Sandra (Cookie) Livingston 

Lawrence (Butch) Stone 

Frances (Fran) Wylie 

September 16 

Devonna DeVoy 

September 17 

Richard Wilmer   

September 18 

Mary Lou Salawater 

September 19 

Richard Wolfe 

September 21 

Bernard Lemieux  

Carol Wilmer  

September 23 

Donald (Doc)  Blanchard  

September 26 

Patricia (Chat) Blanchard  

September 27 

Linda Salas    

 

 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in September 

 

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know). 
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Politics infects our good health 
Our good health should not be a political football, tossed 

around by those looking for a new residence in the White House 
or by those seeking a second-term lease. 
  But sadly, that is just what our health has become. In fact, 
health just might be the biggest political issue to come along in 
almost 80 years, since the United States entered World War II.  
  Of course, at center stage of this issue is COVID-19, the sinis-
ter and silent killer that – at this writing – has claimed 927,247 
lives around the world and 193,904 in the United 
States, the most of any nation. 
  The good ladies at the Bad River Health and Well-
ness Center – public health nurses Pam Feustel and 
Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur – will tell you that, in a 
perfect world, our approach to COVID-19 should be 
based on science, not politics. 
  They are right, of course, but our world has never 
been perfect. 
  And so, the heavyweights in this political fight – 
President Donald J. Trump and Democratic chal-
lenger Joe Biden – will continue to pepper each oth-
er with punches designed to convince the voting 
public that they are best suited to defeat COVID-19. 
  And now, not surprisingly, we are told that there 
just might be a magic bullet in this fight. A vaccine! 
And it could be ready to reach those in need by November 1; 
two days before the presidential election. 
  Yes, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is 
telling state health officials to be ready to distribute a corona-
virus vaccine to health-care workers and other high-priority 
groups as soon as November 1. This, of course, fuels fears that 
the CDC is under pressure to approve a vaccine before Election 
Day. Some scientists, and health professionals warn that grant-
ing emergency authorization to a vaccine before clinical trials 
are complete could pose safety dangers and inflame anti-
vaccination sentiment. Others say that doing so could save thou-
sands of lives. 
  The merit of this vaccine will not be known before the elec-
tion, but its mere existence might be enough for President 
Trump to claim a personal victory, thus convincing undecided 

voters on the fence to fall into his camp. 
  And with the nation suffering from about eight months of 
quarantine and facemask fatigue, Biden cannot afford to rain on 
the parade many have been waiting for all year. 
  Or can he? Biden was quick to remind all that President Trump 
downplayed the virus early this year as fake news, designed by 
his political enemies to make his administration look bad. 
  Biden said Trump’s repeated misstatements and dismissal of 
the coronavirus have eroded American confidence in govern-

ment, which could spell trouble for a vaccine rollout. 
  “Why do we think, God willing, when we get a 
vaccine — that is good, works — why do we think 
the public is gonna line up to be willing to take the 
injection?” Biden asked. “We’ve lost so much confi-
dence, the American people, in what’s said (by the 
Trump administration). 
  “This president has said so many things that are 
untrue, that are just wrong.” 
  Many vaccines around the world are in stage three 
trials. That means those vaccines can be given to 
thousands of people to test for any potentially harm-
ful side effects before being widely distributed. 
  However, recent polls indicate that not even 50 
percent of Americans would get a COVID-19 vac-
cine if it were to become immediately available. 
  Yes, COVID-19 tops the list of election-year issues, 

but violence and racism are not far behind. The killings of Bre-
onna Taylor and George Floyd by police, the shooting of Jacob 
Blake in Kenosha, and the rioting that has followed, are high on 
the list. 
  Trump washes his hands here and points a finger, saying this 
violence is happening in cities controlled by Democrats. 
  Biden says Trump’s divisive presidency and harsh rhetoric 
have fueled the flames of violence. 
  Surprise! They don’t agree. They blame each other. 
  A decision, of sorts, will be made at the polls on November 3.  
We have suffered much and lost a lot over this strange, frighten-
ing year. But we still live in a democracy. 
 
  Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Tribal face-covering requirement 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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(Continued from Page 16) 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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(Continued from Page 17) 
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Isolation/Quarantine Order for the Bad River Community 

(Continued on Page 20) 

Note: The quarantine ordinance puts into place the legal enforcement mechanism if a Tribal member who 
tests positive for COVID-19 refuses to quarantine for the safety of the Bad River Community.  
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(Continued from Page 19) 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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(Continued from Page 20) 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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(Continued from Page 21) 

(Continued on Page 23) 
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(Continued from Page 22) 

        11) What symptoms have you experienced? 

 12) Did you have a COVID-19 test? If so, when? Where were you tested, what were the results? 

 13) Have you had close contact with other community members who are not in your household over 

the last 14 days prior to onset of symptoms? If so, who? 
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Disorderly Conduct Code 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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(Continued from Page 24) 

(Continued on Page 26) 
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Return to school information 
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Planning for Traditional Harvesting? 
As we are all well aware, the need to keep ourselves safe and prevent the spread of 

Covid-19, our much-loved traditions need to adapt accordingly. This is a year to take 

what you know of Harvesting/Hunting activities in your own way, perhaps with those 

closest to you. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and in an effort to keep Bad River as safe as possi-

ble, we have implemented harvesting guidelines for this year. We respectfully ask 

that all Bad River Harvesters/Hunters respect and comply with this guidance.  

 

We are asking if you are traveling to Bad River from another location that you receive 

a rapid COVID-19 test. This can be done by calling the Bad River Health & Wellness 

Center (715-682-7133) before your travel, to schedule an appointment for a rapid 

COVID-19 test. You may be required to fill out some paperwork prior to your test. If 

you have questions about the test, please contact Bad River Public Health 715-682-

7133 or 715-292-7368. 

 

Please take extra precautions during this time 

Avoid crowded areas   Maintain social distancing (6 feet) 

 Keep proper hygiene   Limit group gatherings 

Stay home if you are sick   Wear a mask 

STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY! 



Page 30                                                                   September 16, 2020                                 

 

(Continued on Page 31) 

Face covering advisory 
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Request for proposals: Head Start/Early Head Start Pavilion 
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Tribal policy means daily  

screening for all employees 
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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19 

 within the Reservation 

  In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the 
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable.  In response 
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:   
   
  “The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gam-
ing facility and limited other activities in 
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting 
our tribal community and surrounding areas. 
 
  “Regardless of the State Supreme Court deci-
sion, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-at-
Home’ guidance with the outcome of protecting 
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of 
our public health and medical staff. 
 
  “We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to 
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and 
health of our communities.” 
 
  For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at  http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer.  Miigwech! 

 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
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COVID-19 tests a must before returning to work 
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Bad River Food Shelf Hours 
               

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon 

Friday: 9 a.m.-noon 
 
Anyone needing Food Shelf please call 
ahead before noon, 715-682-7127.  If 
there is no answer leave a message 
with a return phone number. 

 

To: Everyone  

From: Linton Rembert 

Date: 7/31/20 

RE: Restaurant Hours                                                          

                                                                                            

As of August 1, 2020, Manomin Res-
taurant will be closed on Saturdays 
and Sundays, and open 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
weekdays. We will be open until 2 
p.m. and will not be closing early. We 
are still doing to-go orders only. 
Please call your order in ahead and 
practice social distancing. Thank you 
for your time and attention.  

Manomin Restaurant hours 



‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

September 24 
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Care for your mental health, too! 
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file:///C:/Users/BRPR/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CO4FDWUP/Bad%20River%20WAU%20ad%2020200704.pdf
file:///C:/Users/BRPR/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CO4FDWUP/Bad%20River%20WAU%20ad%2020200704.pdf
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Boozhoo, from the Bad River Health & Wellness AODA Program 

 I’d like to share a few helpful suggestions 
to help you through the day 

While we are back at work we are remembering to social distance, wear masks, wash hands, 
and to include our relatives/family/friends that are home and in the community. Miigwetch 

for reading and please share  
Possible things to do to while at home. Possible things to help others to prevent substance 

abuse. 
Make crafts, beadwork, knitting, art work, planting, gardening, etc. 

Meditate, make time for prayer and thought 
Listen to music, learn to play an instrument, sing, hum 

Whistle (remember to whistle while you work) 
Daily reading, read positive quotes, affirmations 

Do breathing exercising, breath in, breath out, allow your lungs to do the work 
Spend time with positive people in positive environments 

Self-prayer, self-smudging, asema offering 

Be mindful of negative words and thoughts. Don’t allow words to control or keep you feeling 
down. We have been told tomorrow or moments of the future is unknown, try and lift your 

spirit, we only have one chance for this life. Somedays we can only handle day by day, or mo-
ment to moment. Make the best of it! 

If I can help or find someone, you’re comfortable with please call 
Penny Charette: Cultural Liaison/AODA Support Staff @ 715-682-7133 ext. 4353 

If your struggling with alcohol/substance abuse, the Bad River AODA Program is offering a 
virtual       on-line meeting, and social distancing office visits 

We can help you find a sponsor if your struggling 

 If you would like to talk or meet with an AODA Counselor, or Peer Specialist, please call the Bad 
River AODA Program @ 715-682-7863 to set up an appointment 

We are in this together 

Some tips to help you through the day 
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Education Department remains open to offer help during COVID-19 

 The Bad River Education Department remains open 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  The department can be contacted at the information 
listed here for all of your higher education needs.  
  If you are a current student who will be continuing 
college in the Fall, please send email  for a scholarship 
application and any questions you might have. 
  We are here to help! 
 

Education Dept. 

Bad River Tribe 

P.O. Box 39 

72682 Maple St. 

Odanah, WI 54861 

Phone: (715) 682-7111 ext. 1533 
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‘End’ Quote 
  The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These 
weekly statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and 
consider why it was written: 
 

“Don’t tell people your plans. Show them         
your results.” ~ Author Unknown 

 
 

  Watch for the next statement in the September 30 newsletter.  If you have a statement you 
would like to share, feel free to send it to Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Le-
gal Lay Advocate, Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov 
Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal lay Advocate 
Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. 

 

“Drum Beats,”  
is the newsletter for the Bad 

River Band of Lake Superior 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

  Drum Beats is circulated   

every other Wednesday 

throughout the year and is 

produced by The Bay City 

News Service of Ashland, Wis. 

Send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 or call 920-857-4673. 
Electronic Conferencing 


