
 

Drum 

Beats 
Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians 

 New Employee: 
Carol Nickel 
See Page 13 

 

First county death 
sounds an alarm  

See Page 15 

Inside 

The Bad River Tribal Coun-

cil, acting proactively in the 
best interests of its residents, 
recently issued directives man-
dating the wearing of face cov-
erings, outlining its quarantine 
policy, and detailing the key 
points and amendments to its 
disorderly conduct code. 
  All of this, of course, was 
prompted by the ever-present 
threat of the COVID-19 pan-
demic which has plagued the 
world population since the be-
ginning of 2020. 
  The Tribal Council has been 
quick to act since March 17, 
when Chairman Mike Wiggins, 
Jr. and the Bad River Tribe 
declared a Public Health Emer-
gency (State of Emergency). 
  And Tribal Council actions 
and policies, along with the 
cooperation of Reservation 
residents, has paid dividends.  
Since then, as of this morning 
August 19, there still has not 

been a positive case of COVID
-19 on the Bad River Reserva-
tion. 
  Meanwhile, around the State 
of Wisconsin, there have been 
66,830 positive cases reported 
and 1,052 deaths due to 
COVID-19. And at the top of 
Wisconsin, in the four-county 
area of Ashland, Bayfield, Iron 
and Douglas there have been 
389 positive cases reported and 
three deaths. 
  On Monday, July 20, Chair-
man Mike Wiggins, Jr., repre-

senting the Tribal 
Council and the Bad River 
Health and Wellness Center, 
issued an advisory announcing 
the requirement to wear face 
coverings at all Tribal build-
ings and enterprise areas. (See 
Pages 2-4).  
  Ten days later, on July 30, 
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers 
declared a Public Health Emer-
gency and issued an order man-
dating the wearing of face cov-
erings when someone is in-
doors, except when they are in 
someone else’s home. 
  “This was an extremely 
thoughtful and medically sound 

decision,” said Tina Gerovac-
Lavasseur, Bad River Public 
Health Nurse. “I think this deci-
sion just demonstrates how Bad 
River is being proactive to en-
sure that the community is able 
to combat the virus with all 
available resources.” 
  On Monday, August 10, 
Gerovac-Lavasseur sent an ad-
visory which outlines the 

(See 
Pages 5-9)

(See Pages         
10-12). 

By Richard J. Pufall 

For the Bad River Band 

               August 19, 2020 

Mask requirement, Pages 2-4; Isolation/quarantine order, Pages 5-9; Disorderly conduct code, Pages 10-12 

    News from the Mashkiiziibii Community         

Tribe addresses masks, quarantine 
Also, amendments made in disorderly conduct code to fight COVID-19 
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Tribal face-covering requirement 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Isolation/Quarantine Order for the Bad River Community 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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(Continued from Page 8) 

        11) What symptoms have you experienced? 

 12) Did you have a COVID-19 test? If so, when? Where were you tested, what were the results? 

 13) Have you had close contact with other community members who are not in your household over 

the last 14 days prior to onset of symptoms? If so, who? 
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Disorderly Conduct Code 

(Continued on Page 11) 
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Carol Nickel probably knows 

more about children than most 
people do, and not just because 
her new title at the Bad River 
Health and Wellness Center is, 
“Maternal child health nurse/
clinic nurse.” 
  You see, Carol has 10 children 
of her own and is excited to soon 
welcome her 15th grandchild. 
  She started her new position 
with Bad River on June 16 and 
many might think that with 25 
children on her family resume, 
she needs a rest more than a job. 
  But not Carol. See loves both 
roles; at home and in the office. 
  She was born in Monroe, Mich., 
but moved to Ironwood when she 
was 12. She is a graduate of Iron-
wood Catholic High School and 
Gogebic Community College 
where she received her degree as 
a registered nurse. 
  She said the majority of her 
work experience has been in, 
“labor/delivery/postpartum/
newborn nursery.” 
  Carol has also worked as a pre-
natal class instructor, immuniza-
tion coordinator, in women’s 
health and clinic nursing. 
  She said her job duties include, 
“coordinating with expectant and 
new mothers to help provide 
available teaching and resources 
to help give support and guid-

ance.” She came to the Health 
and Wellness Center as a re-
placement for Jennifer Ludack. 
  “I enjoy meeting people in the 
community and sharing/teaching 
from experiences that might help 
someone else,” Carol said. “My 
greatest challenge is gaining the 

trust of the community as a 
whole and learning about which 
services and resources are open 
to the clients.” 
  She said her average day, is 
working in the clinic setting, 
“trying to reach out to communi-
ty members to offer my ser-

vices.” 
   Public Health Nurse Pam Feus-
tel is Carol’s supervisor for ma-
ternal child health, with regis-
tered nurse Robin Belsky “on the 
clinic side.” Overall, she reports 
to Randy Samuelson. 
  And not surprisingly, her family 
provides her No. 1 leisure-time 
activity. 
  “I love spending all free time 
with my children and grandchil-
dren,” Carol said. “I have a farm 
in Saxon and enjoy raising ani-
mals and relaxing in the country. 
Hunting, fishing boating, leisure-
ly.” 
  But as busy as she is, she wants 
to immerse herself in her new 
environment, as well. 
  “I am looking forward to be-
coming part of the Bad River 
community and would like to 
learn about the teachings and 
traditions,” Carol said. 
  Newborns, of course, are of 
special interest to her. And she 
plans to offer “Safe Sleep” infor-
mation to Bad River residents. 
  “I think we would all agree that 
we want all babies to sleep safe,” 
Carol said. “That is why I’m 
looking forward to sharing some 
important information about 
‘Safe Sleep.’ Look for us at the 
Health Fair on August 26 and 
please continue to watch for 
more information and tips in 
upcoming issues of this newslet-
ter.” 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at 
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

NEW EMPLOYEE: WELCOME, CAROL NICKEL 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

                                                             Photo by the Bay City News Service 

Carol Nickel is the new Maternal child health nurse/clinic nurse 

at the Bad River Health and Wellness Center. 

Her life is filled with children at home & work 

 For the Bad River Band 
 
 We want all babies to sleep safely. 
  Each year, more than 3,500 U.S. infants 
die suddenly and unexpectedly. Many of 
these deaths occur in an unsafe sleep envi-
ronment. 
  The Bad River “Sleep Baby Safe” pro-

gram is actively working to develop tools 
to enhance local efforts to promote a con-
sistent and clear safe sleep message and 
other resources for professionals working 
with families and our community mem-
bers. 
  The goal of this initiative is to teach all 
families to follow the ABC’s of infant safe 

sleep: alone, on their back, in a crib or 
Pack ’n Play, and in a smoke-free environ-
ment.  
  We look forward to sharing information 
bimonthly with all community members 
on our “Sleep Baby Safe” program 
through this and future publications. 
                                           — Carol Nickel 

‘Sleep Baby Safe,’ will be a regular feature for you 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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First county death sends a message 
 As of this writing there have been nearly 800,000 deaths relat-

ed to COVID-19, the coronavirus, around the world. Of those, 
more than 170,000 have died in the United States and 1,000-plus 

in Wisconsin. 
  We have been watching, counting, and fearing those numbers 
since this nightmare began in late January. Our daily lives are 

filled with news of sickness and death. 
  But until recently, death was a statistic for those poor souls liv-

ing somewhere else, in COVID-19 hotbeds like Flori-
da, California and Texas. Yes, we took notice in 

April when Bayfield and Iron counties each suffered 
one death. 
  But that wasn’t Ashland County. 

  Then on Tuesday, Aug. 4, suddenly it was, with the 
first reported COVID-19 death in the county. 

  Out of respect for the individual and the families 
involved, the Ashland County Health and Human 

Services Department did not release the name or 
town of residence for the deceased. But it was one of 
us and we have suffered the loss of a neighbor. And 

this COVID-19 victim was, to someone, a beloved 
family member and friend and not a statistic. 

  “It is with great sadness that we announce that one 
of Ashland County’s community members has passed 

away from complications associated with COVID-19. We extend 
our deepest sympathies to the family, friends, and community,” 

said Elizabeth Szot, Health Officer. “We continue to face extraor-
dinary circumstances and continue to urge everyone that this vi-
rus is real, it is deadly, and we must continue to follow safer 

practices including the use of face coverings and social distanc-
ing. We are in this together, and together we will overcome these 

challenges.” 
  Those are words dripping with wisdom and life-saving, good 

advice. But they are becoming old and well-worn, too. We have 
heard them over and over again since this invisible monster in-

vaded our lives. And we have heard them so much that we just 
might be tired of listening. That would be a fatal mistake. We 

must continue to listen, to continue to inject those words into our 
daily, routine actions. 

   And it would be a mistake to look upon this “first” Ashland 
County COVID-19 death as “just” one or “only” one. Sure, this 

was inevitable. If you’ve been paying attention for the last six-
plus months, this death was no surprise. But if it didn’t hit you 

hard, it should have. 
  So, we must honor the memory of this person by redoubling our 
efforts and resolve to follow those “safer practices.” We cannot 

become cavalier about doing the right thing.  
  Of course, COVID-19 isn’t the only area where 

some of us gamble with our health and walk on the 
fringes of the wild side. Some of us drink too much. 

Some of us smoke. Some of us eat too much. Some 
do hard drugs. 

  Doing harm to ourselves is one thing but harming 
others by failing to follow CDC guidelines is selfish 
and inexcusable. COVID-19, clearly, is Public Enemy 

No. 1, but also high on the list are ignorance, selfish-
ness and impatience with this crippling change to our 

lifestyles. 
  You see, as our health professionals have told us so 

often, COVID-19 is in our area and is likely to be 
spread by individuals who do not even know they are 
ill. So, it is critical that all Ashland County residents 

take social distancing seriously and follow Emergency Order No. 
1 requiring the use of face coverings.  

  Right now, we don’t have the magic bullet of a vaccine to throt-
tle this virus. And when/if we get such a vaccine, it could be a 

long time down this rocky road. So, face coverings, social dis-
tancing, and staying home are some of the only tools we have to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19 in our county. 
  If you are among those who believe that following these guide-
lines is a violation of your personal liberties as an American, 

please understand this: 
  Not everything is about you.   

 
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 30 1 

Bayfield 39 1 

Iron 90 1 

Douglas 230 0 

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Tracking COVID-19 

  As of this morning, August 19, there were 5,410,174 cases of COVID-19, the 

coronavirus, in the United States, with 170,146 deaths. The first coronavirus 

case in Wisconsin was reported on February 5. There have been a total of 

66,830 cases reported in the state and 1,052 deaths. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

As of this morning, August 

19, COVID-19 has claimed the 
lives of 774,032 people around 
the world. Of those deaths, 
170,146 have been in the Unit-
ed States. And 1,052 have died 
in Wisconsin. 
   So, one more death should 
not have come as a surprise. It 
should not have been a shock. 
   But it was. You see, this 
death came in Ashland Coun-
ty. 
   On Tuesday, Aug. 4, the 
county reported its first death 
from complications of the 
coronavirus. 
  Pam Feustel and Tina 
Gerovac-Lavasseur, have dealt 
with sickness and death in 
their careers as public health 
nurses for the Bad River 
Health and Wellness Center, 
but the first COVID-19 death 
in Ashland County was re-
ceived with great concern and 
sadness. It could never be, just 
business as usual. 
  “First and foremost we want 
to extend our deepest sympa-
thies to the family of the de-
ceased,” Feustel said. “This is 
never easy news to receive, 
and when it comes to the 
COVID pandemic that is the 
last thing we want to see is a 
death or the death number to 
increase. 
  “This has not really changed 
how we do our work here at 
Bad River. We continue to be 

vigilant and educate the com-
munity. We want to do our best 
to be sure that everyone re-
mains COVID free.” 
   And to date, that vigilance 
has paid dividends. After near-
ly seven months since the first 
positive case of COVID-19 
was reported in Wisconsin on 
February 5, there has still not 
been a positive case on the Bad 
River Reservation. But that 

first death in Ashland County 
did have a profound impact on 
the Tribe. 
  “I believe it has people wor-
ried,” Gerovac-Lavasseur, said 

of that first death. “This is very 
close to home and it’s hard not 
to think about. What we can do 
is remind everyone to continue 
to follow the guidelines.” 
  Meanwhile, also close to 
home, on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 

the Red Cliff Community 
Health Center reported its 
fourth positive case of COVID-
19. The new Red Cliff patient 
boosted Bayfield County’s total 
of positive cases to 39, an in-
crease of 18 since August 5. 
  The Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services on Saturday, 
Aug. 8 reported 1,165 new cas-

Continued below, on Page 16 

COVID-19 hits close to home 

First death   
in county 

sounds alarm 
By Richard J. Pufall 

For the Bad River Band 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/
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es of COVID-19, the most 
in a single day. That broke 
the previous record of 1,117 
positive cases that was re-
ported on Tuesday, July 21. 
  “It is difficult to say what 
may have caused the spike,” 
Feustel said. “The mask 
mandate was not in place 
yet, and there were/are still 
individuals traveling. While 
this may be part of the issue, 
it is difficult to pinpoint ex-
actly what it could have 
been.” 
  Despite the fact that posi-
tive cases and deaths are on 
the rise in Wisconsin, the 
picture is not completely 
bleak. 
  “There have been several 

counties around us that are 
now reporting a downward 
trajectory.” Gerovac-
Lavasseur said. “We are 
hopeful this will continue to 
be the pattern.” 
  However, as this pandemic 
nears seven months, with no 
end in sight, it would not be 
surprising to see some peo-
ple become discouraged and 
depressed. The Health and 
Wellness Center has been 
mindful of this situation. 
  “We have tried to be very 
proactive in regard to this 

issue,” Feustel said. “We 
have provided community 
fliers with different options 
for people who may be feel-
ing down and or discour-
aged. With the change in the 
way we operate from day to 
day, it is very normal to be 
experiencing these types of 
feelings.” 
   Since August 5, positive 
cases of COVID-19 have 
increased from 20 to 30 in 
Ashland County; 21 to 39 in 
Bayfield; 72 to 90 in Iron 
and 139 to 230 in Douglas. 

   Through it all, Tribal 
members have been as pa-
tient as anyone could expect 
but, of course, they have had 
questions for their health 
professionals as COVID-19 
lingers and remains ever-
present. 
  “I think the question that is 
often asked is, ‘When will 
we be able to go back to 
normal,’ ”  Gerovac-
Lavasseur said. “As of right 
now, there is unfortunately 
no answer to that question. 
What we can do is be patient 
and follow the recommend-
ed guidelines to slow the 
spread of the virus. Hopeful-
ly, in time, we will be able 
to find a sense of what our 
‘new normal’ will be.” 

 
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at 
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

COVID-19  

From Page 8 

  “I think the question that is often 

asked is, ‘When will we be able to go 

back to normal.’ ” 
— Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur, Public Health Nurse 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Mike Berlin 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara Smart 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 

Dylan Jennings 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54806 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, financial-

ly stable government; to maintain Tribal Sov-

ereignty; and enable members to progess indi-

vidually, toward a more fulfilling life culturally, 

spiritually, and economically. 

September 1 

Gordon (Beaver) Miller 

September 2 

Theresa Hagstrom 

Dana Jackson  

September 4 

Lios (Maggie) Kolodziejski  

September 8 

Flavia Neveaux 

September 9 

Lynn Chingo 

September 10 

Carol (Sue) Butler 

Theresa Couture 

 

 

September 14 

Kenneth (Baser) Couture  

Evelyn Stone  

September 15 

Sandra (Cookie) Livingston 

Lawrence (Butch) Stone 

Frances (Fran) Wylie 

September 16 

Devonna DeVoy 

September 17 

Richard Wilmer   

September 18 

Mary Lou Salawater 

September 19 

Richard Wolfe 

September 21 

Bernard Lemieux  

Carol Wilmer  

September 23 

Donald (Doc)  Blanchard  

September 26 

Patricia (Chat) Blanchard  

September 27 

Linda Salas   09-27 

 

 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in September 

 

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know). 
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Return to school information 
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First COVID-19 death reported in Ashland County 
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(Continued on Page 21) 

Face covering advisory 
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        IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Sign Up For Memership Committee 

We have one (1) seat available, for a two (2) year term. If you are interested in serving on the 

Membership Committee board, please contact Theresa Couture at 715-682-7111 ext:1525 

Please leave the following information on my voice mail or you can email me at: Enroll-

ment@badriver-nsn.gov Before August 21st , 2020 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

According to Chapter 601 Membership; Sec 602.01 Qualifications for Membership Committee 

Members; Committee members shall meet the following qualifications: 

Member of the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians; 

At least 21 years of age; 

Resident of the Bad River Reservation for at least one year prior to Committee membership 

and knowledge of the history of the Bad River Band; 

Committee members shall not be Tribal Council members, Bad River Tribal Court judges, 

employees of the Enrollment Office, Legal Department or Tribal Court. 

Thank You, 

Theresa Couture – Bad River Enrollment  

Posted: 08-10-2020 
Deadline: 08-21-2020 
 

mailto:Enrollment@badriver-nsn.gov
mailto:Enrollment@badriver-nsn.gov
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Tribal policy means daily  

screening for all employees 
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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19 

 within the Reservation 

  In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the 
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable.  In response 
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:   
   
  “The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gam-
ing facility and limited other activities in 
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting 
our tribal community and surrounding areas. 
 
  “Regardless of the State Supreme Court deci-
sion, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-at-
Home’ guidance with the outcome of protecting 
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of 
our public health and medical staff. 
 
  “We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to 
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and 
health of our communities.” 
 
  For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at  http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer.  Miigwech! 

 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
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COVID-19 tests a must before returning to work 
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Food Sovereignty Program seeks volunteers 
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‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

August 27 

August 19, 2020                                                                          Page 39 

 

 

The Bad River Clinic Pharmacy 
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Bad River Food Shelf Hours 
               

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon 

Friday: 9 a.m.-noon 
 
Anyone needing Food Shelf please call 
ahead before noon, 715-682-7127.  If 
there is no answer leave a message 
with a return phone number. 

 

To: Everyone  

From: Linton Rembert 

Date: 7/31/20 

RE: Restaurant Hours                                                          

                                                                                            

As of August 1, 2020, Manomin Res-
taurant will be closed on Saturdays 
and Sundays, and open 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
weekdays. We will be open until 2 
p.m. and will not be closing early. We 
are still doing to-go orders only. 
Please call your order in ahead and 
practice social distancing. Thank you 
for your time and attention.  

Manomin Restaurant hours 
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Care for your mental health, too! 
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Boozhoo, from the Bad River Health & Wellness AODA Program 

 I’d like to share a few helpful suggestions 
to help you through the day 

While we are back at work we are remembering to social distance, wear masks, wash hands, 
and to include our relatives/family/friends that are home and in the community. Miigwetch 

for reading and please share  
Possible things to do to while at home. Possible things to help others to prevent substance 

abuse. 
Make crafts, beadwork, knitting, art work, planting, gardening, etc. 

Meditate, make time for prayer and thought 
Listen to music, learn to play an instrument, sing, hum 

Whistle (remember to whistle while you work) 
Daily reading, read positive quotes, affirmations 

Do breathing exercising, breath in, breath out, allow your lungs to do the work 
Spend time with positive people in positive environments 

Self-prayer, self-smudging, asema offering 

Be mindful of negative words and thoughts. Don’t allow words to control or keep you feeling 
down. We have been told tomorrow or moments of the future is unknown, try and lift your 

spirit, we only have one chance for this life. Somedays we can only handle day by day, or mo-
ment to moment. Make the best of it! 

If I can help or find someone, you’re comfortable with please call 
Penny Charette: Cultural Liaison/AODA Support Staff @ 715-682-7133 ext. 4353 

If your struggling with alcohol/substance abuse, the Bad River AODA Program is offering a 
virtual       on-line meeting, and social distancing office visits 

We can help you find a sponsor if your struggling 

 If you would like to talk or meet with an AODA Counselor, or Peer Specialist, please call the Bad 
River AODA Program @ 715-682-7863 to set up an appointment 

We are in this together 

Some tips to help you through the day 
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Education Department remains open to offer help during COVID-19 

 The Bad River Education Department remains open 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  The department can be contacted at the information 
listed here for all of your higher education needs.  
  If you are a current student who will be continuing 
college in the Fall, please send email  for a scholarship 
application and any questions you might have. 
  We are here to help! 
 

Education Dept. 

Bad River Tribe 

P.O. Box 39 

72682 Maple St. 

Odanah, WI 54861 

Phone: (715) 682-7111 ext. 1533 



Page 56                                                                          August 19, 2020         

 



August 19, 2020                                                                          Page 57                             

 



Page 58                                                                          August 19, 2020        

 



August 19, 2020                                                                          Page 59     

 



Page 60                                                            August 19, 2020        

 

 

‘End’ Quote 
The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These week-
ly statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and con-
sider why it was written: 
 
 

“A smile is contagious; be a carrier!”  
                                                 ~ Author Unknown 
 

Watch for the next statement in the September 2 newsletter.  If you have a statement you 

would like to share, feel free to send it to Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Le-
gal Lay Advocate, Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov 
Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal lay Advocate 
Bad River Domestic Abuse Program  
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