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    News from the Mashkiiziibii Community         

Language trainees 
learn, embrace  

a proud heritage  

T 
he proud past of the Ojibwe 
language will live long and 
speak well into the future, if 

those in the present have any say in 
the matter. 
  And those with a say are the good 
folks in Bad River’s Ojibwe Lan-
guage Trainee Program. 
  Stephanie Julian, Bad River’s Edu-
cation Director, is also the director 
of the language program. She said 
the program started on Feb. 17, 
2020, to preserve and promote this 
native language, which is thousands 
of years old. 
  “I am the director of the program, 
however, there is an amazing Lan-
guage Workgroup, made up of other 
Bad River staff, who collectively 
oversees the program, including 
giving input, writing grants, organ-

Speaking of Ojibwe ... 
Reggie Cadotte:  

In Ojibwe 
 
  Boozhoo Gakina awiya! 

  Zhewaab indizhinikaaz. 
Ma’iingan indoodem.  
Odaawaazagaa’iganing in-
doonjiba. Naaniwag niniijaan-
isag.  
   Miskwaabikaang on-
jibaawag niniijaanisag.  
Ma’iinganan odoodeman gaye 
wiinawaa.  Bill miinawaa 
Jacqui Cadotte izhinikaazow-
ag ningitiziimag.  
Odaawaazaaga’iganing 
daawag.  Nindananokii omaa 
Mashkiziibing 
“Giniijaanisinaanig” gikinoo’a-
maadiiwigamigong. Ningiki-
no’amaage miinawaa ningiki-
noo’amaagoz i’iw An-
ishinaabemowin. 
  Ningii-gikinoo’amawaag 
abinoojiiyensag imaa 
Miskwaabikaang niizhwaaso-
biboonagak.  Ningii-
gikino’amawaag gakina awiya 
imaa Oshki-odenaang gikinoo-
amaadiwigamigong “Bayfield” 
izhinikaade niso-biboonagak.  
  Niminwendaan ge-
gikino’amawagwaa abinooji-
inyensag omaa Mashkiziibing 
Anishinaabemowin! 

Reggie Cadotte: In English 
 
Hello Everybody! 

  My name is Reggie Cadotte. I am wolf clan. I am from Lac 
Courte Oreilles. 
  I have five children. They are enrolled in Red Cliff. They 
are also wolf clan. Bill and Jacqui Cadotte are my parents.  
They live in Lac Courte Oreilles.  
  I am now working at the Bad River “Giniijaanisinaanig” 
Early Head Start. I am a teacher and a student of the An-
ishinaabe language.   
  I have taught children at the Red Cliff  Early Childhood 
Center for sevem years. I have taught K-12 students at the 
Bayfield School for three years. I like that I am going to 
teach the children here in Bad River the Anishinaabe lan-
guage. 

Reggie Cadotte 

and his five 

 children. 
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               Lera Hephner: In Ojibwe 
  Boozhoo nindinawemaaganidog.  
  Bangii eta go ninitaa-ojibwem. Agawaatese indizhinikaaz ojibwe-
mong. Lera Hephner indizhinikaaz zhaaganaashiimong. Migizi indoo-
dem. Opwaaganasiniing izhinikaade i’iw ishkonigan wenjibaayaan. 
Gaa-waabaabiganikaag indoonjibaa. Niniizhtana-shi-niishwaaso-
biboonagiz. Ziigwan izhinikaazo a’aw nindaanis. Beverly St John 
izhinikaazo a’aw nimaamaa. Louis Potter izhinikaazo a’aw nindedeban. 
Nindanokii Giniijaanisinaanig. 
  Apane ningii-ojibwemotaag a’aw nindedeban gii-oshki-aya’aawiyaan. 
Ningii-gikendaan ojibwemowin Waabang gikinoo'amaadiiwigamigong 
miinawaa University of Minnesota, Morris gikinoo'amaadiiwigami-
gong. Niwii-gikendaan nawaj ojibwemowin ji-gikinoo’amawagwaa 
ingiw abinoojiinyag. Niwii-ojibwemotawaag ingiw nindinawemaaga-
nag. Niwii-nitaa-ojibwem. Zanagad i’iw ojibwemowin idash niminwen-
daan! Niwii-ojibwemotawaag ingiw anishinaabeg Waamaating mi-
inawaa wiisiniiwigamigong. Niwii-wiidookawaag ingiw anishinaabeg ji
-ojibwemotaadiwag Mashkiziibiing. 
  Miigwech agindameg. 

Lera Hephner:  

In English 
  Hello my relatives. 
  I know how to speak 
Ojibwe just a little bit. 
Agawaatese is who I am 
in Ojibwe. I am called 
Lera Hephner in English. 
  Eagle is who my clan is. 
Red Rock Indian Band-
Lake Helen First Nation is 
the name of the tribe I am 
from. White Earth, Minn. 
is where I am from. I am 
28 years old. My daughter 
is called Ziigwan. My 
mom is called Beverly St. John. My father, who has passed away was 
called, Loius Potter. I work for the Bad River Head Start. 
  My father always spoke Ojibwe to me when I was little. I learned the 
Ojibwe language at my high school in Waubun, Minn. and at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota-Morris. I want to learn more Ojibwe language to 
teach children.  
  I want to become proficient in speaking Ojibwe. It is hard speaking 
the Ojibwe language, but is it fun! I want to be able to speak Ojibwe 
to other people in Walmart and at a restaurant. I want to help other 
people to speak Ojibwe with each other at Bad River. 
  Thank you all for reading. 
 

                    Paige Wiggins: In Ojibwe 
  Boozhoo indinawemaaganidog! 
 Miskwaate nindanishinaabewinizhinkaaz. Paige nizhaaga-
naashiiwinikaaz. Makwa nindoodem. Mashkiziibiing nindoon-
jibaa. 
  Niminwendam bi-izhaayaan omaa. Gaawiin (mashi) nin-
dooniijaanisisiin. Niniizhtana-shi-niizho-biboonagiz. Ningii-
wii-nanda-gikendaan i’iw ojibwemowin miinawaa da-
gikinoo’amaageyaan. Ningikinoo’amaagoz  LCOOC.          
Mii’iw minik waa-ikidoyaan. 
   Miigwech. 

                  Paige Wiggins: In English 

  Hello, my relatives! 
  My name is Paige Wiggins 
and my Indian name is 
Miskwaate. I’m a part of the 
bear clan, and I’m from Bad 
River. 
  I’m happy to be here. I do not 
have any children. I am a stu-
dent, learning to be a teacher. 
I’m 22 years old.   
  I got into the language trainee 
program because it piqued my 
interest and I wanted to learn 
the language in hopes of using 
it with children.  
  I’m currently in school to get 
my associate’s degree from 
LCOOC for early childhood 
education with their certificate 
in Ojibwemowin.  
  I entered the early childhood 
field because I love working 
with children and have a strong 
belief in education. Both my 
grandmother and my mom 
work(ed) at Head Start in the past.  
  The two of them have been telling me for years to work with 
children but I was stubborn and had to decide for myself that 
early education was the right line of work for me. 
  Thank you! 

 

izing and making program decisions,” Jul-
ian said. “They have been instrumental in 
everything that happens with this program 
since Day 1. I also want to mention our 
amazing Language Instructor, Dustin Bru-
nette, from LCO, who is currently teaching 
the language to our Trainees. We wouldn’t 
have a program without him!” 

  Julian said there are currently five lan-
guage Trainees in the program. All of the 
Trainees are Bad River Tribal members. 
They range in age from 19-40. 
  “We also have three Early Head Start 
Immersion Program Teachers who have 
been attending the daily lessons,” she said.  
  Tribal members participating in the pro-
gram include Reggie Cadotte, Lera Heph-
ner, Paige Wiggins, Jack Corbine, Robin 
Powless, Martin Powless, Zoogii Giniw 
and Gloria Rodriguez. Over these pages, 
each participant has offered biographical 

information in both Ojibwe and English. 
  “The best way I can describe the lan-
guage is by saying that it is not just a lan-
guage in which words are strung together 
to make a sentence, describing an action or 
a moment,” Julian said. “The language is a 
living language. It is the act of speaking 
while doing. Speaking the language shows 
us in the words, how to live our lives in a 
good way. It tells our story, while we are 
living it.” 
  And learning this ancient language does 

Ojibwe  

From Page 1 

Continued below, on Page 3 
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    Good Sounding Sky: In Ojibwe 
      
Boozhoo, 
 
 Minowewegiizhik indizhinikaaz, Ma’iingan Indoodem, Mash-
kiiziibiing indoonjibaa. Mashkiiziibiing nindaa, naawayi’ii 
Birch Hill. 
   Ninisimidana-shi-naano-biboonagiz miinawaa nisiwag ninii-
jaanisag. Mackenzie, Ma'iingan miinawaa Gianna izhini-
kaazowag. Izhinikaazo a’aw nimaamaa Esie Leoso-Corbine 
miinawaa izhinikaazo a’aw imbaabaa Eldred Corbine.  Ninan-
da-gikendaan i’iw ojibwemowin, miinawaa nimenwendam i’iw 
wiidanokiimagwaa niijanishinaabeg.  Nimbagosendam waa-
gikinoo’amawagwaa miinawaa wii-wiidokawagwaa nii-
janishinaabeg. 
  Miigwech.  
 
                

 Jack Corbine: 
          In English 
 
Hello, 
 
  My name is Good Sounding 
Sky, also known as Jack Corbine. 
I am wolf clan. I am from Bad 
River and I also live in Bad River 
on Birch Hill. 
  I am 35 years old and I have 
three kids, Mackenzie, Mai’in-
gaan and Gianna. 
  My Mom’s name is Esie Leoso-
Corbine and my Dad’s name is Eldred Corbine. 
  I seek to learn Ojibwe language and I am happy that I work 
with our people. I hope I will teach you all and help you all 
with our language. 
  Thank you.  

 

               Robin Powless: In Ojibwe 

   
Boozhoo nindawemaaganidog, 

  Ningaabii-giizhikookwe indizhinikaaz. Robin Powless indizhinikaaz 
zhaaganaashimong.  Makwa nindoodem. 
  Mashkiziibiing nindoonjibaa miinawaa Gidaakii nindaa. Ojibwe-
anishinaabekwe nindaw. Ningii-ondaadiz miinawaa ningii-
nitaawigi’igoo iwidi Minowakiing.  Mashkiziibiing ningii-biijigoz 
1979 gii-dagoshinaan. Noosiban Naawakwe-giizhik miinawaa nimaa-
maayiban Minakamigookwe gii- izhinikaazowag. Niizhowag ninii-
jaanisag.  Animikii-aanakwad miinawaa Mizhakwad izhinikaazowag 
ingiw ningozisag. Niiyowag noozhizhenyag. 
  Bangi eta go nindoojibwem. Ningikinoo’amaagoog ingiw oshki-
aya’aag i’iw Ojibwemowin. Minochigewag.  Nimiigwechiwendaan 
gakina gegoo gekinoo’amaagooyaan. Nindazhiikaan o’ow inwewin da
-ojibwemoyaan. Zanagad ojibwewisidooyaan enendamaan. 
  Apiitendaagwad o’ow Ojibwemowin. Mewinzha gii-
bashanzhe’aawag ojibwemowaad ingiw Anishinaabe abinoojiinyag. 
“Gidaa-wanendaanaawaa i’iw Ojibwemowin” gii-ikidowag. Gaawiin 
gidaa-wanenimaasiinaanig ingiw abinoojiinyag. Giniijaanisiminaanig 
nindoonji-anokii gikinoo’amawagwaa ingiw bimiwidoowaad ojib-
wemowin niigaan. 
  Niwii-gikinoo’amawaag ingiw abinoojiinyag da-ojibwemowaad. 
  Miigwech bizindawiyeg. 
 

               Robin Powless: In English 

Hello relatives, 
  My name is Ningaabiigiizhigookwe. My English name is Robin 

Powless. I am bear clan. I am from Bad River and I live on Birch Hill. 
I am an Ojibwe-Anishinaabe woman. 
  I was born and raised in Milwaukee. I moved here to Bad River in 
1979. My father is the late, Naawakwe-giizhik (Robert Powless, Sr.) 
and my mother is the late, Minakamigookwe (Genevieve Powless) is 
how they are known. I have two children. Animikii-aanakwad and 
Mizhakwad is how they are known. I have four grandchildren. 
  I only know a little Ojibwe. I am learning from those young ones to 
speak Ojibwemowin. They do good things. I am grateful for every-
thing I have learned. I am working on this language in order for me to 
speak Ojibwe. I think it is hard to put things into Ojibwe. 
  The Ojibwe language is important. Long ago Anishinaabe children 
were punished when they spoke Ojibwe. They were told, “you should 
for that Ojibwe language.” We should not forget those children. Our 
children are why I teach in order for them to carry Ojibwemowin into 
the future. 
  I will teach those children Ojibwe. 

not come easily. 
  “The Ojibwe language, is in fact, one of 
the more difficult indigenous languages to 
learn,” she said. “We do know, that bring-
ing the language to the youngest children 
and/or while they are babies, is a tremen-
dous benefit, because they can pick it up as 
quickly as they can the English language, 
to become life-long speakers.” 

  Julian speaks Ojibwe and considers her-
self to be, “at a very basic level.” 
   “My exposure to the language has been 
very limited through my lifetime,” Julian 
said. “I am picking up a few new words 
here and there, but for the most part, my 
reward will come in seeing our children 
speaking at the Early Head Start/Head 
Start level.” 
   Like everything else in today’s world, 
the Ojibwe Language Trainee Program has 
had to find its way while coping with the 
limitations imposed by the COVID-19 

pandemic. 
   “During the COVID stay-at-home orders, 
we equipped each Trainee with a laptop, 
and they had daily Zoom meetings for up to 
four hours per day, with daily assignments 
and weekly reflections,” Julian said,      
describing part of an eight-hour workday. 
  She said the Tribe is attempting to survey 
its members to get fresh data as to how 
many speak Ojibwe with some degree of 
proficiency. 
  “We do have some old data on that, but 

Ojibwe  
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  Boozhoo waabizheshii indizhinikaaz, 
makwa indoodem. gaawiin niwii-
dibaajindizosiin onzaam gigikenimim. 
  Boozhoo my name is Martin Powless and 
I am bear clan. 
 
  Ingii-noondawaaban a’aw ni-
mishoomisiban gii- 
  I used to hear my late grandfather 
 
  ojibwemod gaa-oshki-aya’aawiyaan.  
Apane ingii- 
  speak Ojibwe when I was young. Always 
I have 
 
  misawendaan da-nanda-gikendamaan 
I’iw ojibwemowin. 
  desired to learn the Ojibwe language. 
 
  Bebangii ko ingii-gikendaan 
gidinwewininaan, mii dash 
  Little by little I came to know our lan-
guage, more 
 
  eshkam igo nawaj ninisidotaan ge-
ojibwemoyaan noongom. 
  and more I am understanding when I 
speak Ojibwe now. 
 
  Noongom idash Nindazhiikaamin ojib-
wemowin ge- 
  Now today we are working at the lan-
guage to ensure 
 
  aabajichigaadeg waasa giniigaaniimi-
naaning.  Mii dash 
  that it is used far into our future.  We are  
 
  indani-onji-ozhitaamin weweni da-
gikinoo’amaagooyeg 
  preparing ourselves to correctly teach you 
all 
 

       

gaa-inwejig ingiw gete-anishinaabeg. 
Apegish sa giga- 
  to sound like the old Anishinaabe. I very 
much so wish 
 
  nisidotaagoonaanig gidinawemaagani-
naanibaneg. 
  that our passed on relatives will under-
stand us. 
 
  Ganawendaanin gaa-miinigoowiziyang 
da-mino- 
  Let’s protect what the creator gave us to 
live  
 
  bimaadiziyang. 
  good lives.  

Ojibwe  
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Zoongii Giniw: In Ojibwe 

  Boozhoo, 

  Zoongii Giniw indizhinikaaz. Migizi indoodem. Ninisim-
idana-ashi-bezhigo-biboonigiz.  Mashkiziibiing indoonjibaa.  
Frank’s Field indaa. Aapiji go niminwendam ojibwemoyaan.  
Ninwiidanokiindimin agiw gekinoo’amaagejig niin sa gaye da
-nisidotamaang o’ow ojibwemowin.  Nindapiitendaagozimin 
ojibwemoyang onzaam nindebweyenimigoog.  Nimiigwechi-
wendam ingoji-wiidanokiindiyaang.          

Zoongii Giniw: In English 

  Hello, 

  My name is Zoongii Giniw.  I’m eagle clan. I’ve lasted 31 
winters. 
  Bad River is where I’m from. Frank’s Field is where I live. 
Really happy I am when I speak Ojibwe. We work together 
those language learners and myself so to understand Ojibwe 
language. 
   We are proud to speak Ojibwe because we believe in each 
other/ourselves. I am grateful when we can help each other. 

Martin Powless: Ojibwe to English 

after looking at it last week, we have 
decided to conduct some new surveys to 
retrieve some new current and accurate 
data. I will be working with Edith Leo-
so in the THPO Office to conduct these 
surveys,” Julian said.  
  Since this program is relatively new, 
Julian said it is still finding its legs on 
how it will be presented to and funded 
for those interested in learning Ojibwe. 
  “Myself, along with the amazing Lan-
guage Workgroup, are still looking at 
the long-term structure of the language 
program,” she said. “We are continually 
looking for funding sources in terms of 
grants or other programs to help with 
the financials.”  
  A successful program will produce 
more people who can teach the Ojibwe 
language to a larger audience. 
  “The long-term goal for the program is 
to produce licensed teachers who can 
speak the language at an advanced lev-
el,” Julian said. “One of our key part-
ners in this program is the School Dis-
trict of Ashland. We are looking long-
term to have an operational Charter 
Immersion School available to Bad Riv-
er students.”  
  The future of the language is in the 
hands of the young, who Julian said are 
enthusiastic about learning Ojibwe. 
  “Our youth are very interested in ob-
taining more language skills,” she said. 
“They love to learn new words. We are 
currently utilizing the Language Train-
ees in our WI DNR/Dept. of Education 
Summer Youth Program. The youth 
will be learning a new phrase each day 
and a lesson that goes along with that 
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Boozhoo Anishinaabedog, 

  Gloria Rodriguez indizhnikaaz zhaaganaashiimong. Waabigwan 
nindigoo Ojibwemong. 
Makwa nindoodem. An-
ishinaabekwe nindaw. 
Minowakiing ingii-
ondaadiz gaye ingii-
nitaawigi’igoo. Mash-
kiziibiing indoojibaa 
gaye nindaa noongom. 
  Niizhowag niniijaanisag 
miinawaa bezhigo noozis. 
Jessenia izhinikaazo a’aw 
nindaanis. Jason izhini-
kaazo a’aw ningozis. 
Manuel izhinikaazo a’aw 
noozis. Dan Wiggins 
izhinikaazo a’aw niwi-
idigemaagan. Ningod-
waachiwan oniijaanisen-
san a’aw niwiidigemaa-
gan. Nisiwan ogozisan 
miinawaa nisiwan 
odaanisan. 
  Niminwendam 
jiibaakweyaan, gashkig-
waasoyaan, niimiyaan, 
makizinikeyaan gaye. 
  Nimiigwechiwendam 
gikinoo’amaagooyaan da-
nitaa-ojiwemoyaan. Ape-
gish weweni gikendamaan ojibwemowin. Nimbagosenimaag 
ingiw nindinawemaaganag ingoding da-ojibwemotaadiwaad. 
Niwii-wiidookawaag nenda-gikendamowaad i’iw ojibwemowin. 
Gibimiwidoomin i’iw gidinwewininaan imaa niigaan omaa Mash-
kiziibiing.  Wiidookodaadidaa dazhiikamang Ojibwemowin. 
  Mii o’ow minik waa-ozhibii’amaan noongom. Miigwech o’ow 
agindimeg. 
 

               Gloria Rodriguez: In English 
 
  Hello all my Anishinaabe peeps. 
  Gloria Rodriquez is my English name. The spirits know me as 
Waabigwan (Flower). I am Bear Clan. I am an Anishinaabe 
Woman. I was born and raised in Milwaukee. I am from Mash-
kiiziibii and I live there today. 
  I have two children and one grandson. Jessenia is my daughter’s 
name. Jason aka JJ is my son’s name. Manuel is my grandson’s 
name. My partner’s name is Dan Wiggins. My partner has six 
children. He has three sons and three daughters. 
  I like to cook, sew, dance and make moccasins. 
  I am thankful/grateful for learning how to speak the Ojibwe 
language fluently. I hope to learn the language well and in a good 
way. 
  My wish is for all my relatives to speak Ojibwemowin together. 
I will help them seek to learn the Ojibwe language. We are bring-
ing back the way of speaking our language here in Bad River. 
Let’s all help and work together with Ojibwe language. 
 That’s all I will write for now. 

   Gloria Rodriguez: In Ojibwe 

phrase.” 
  The Ojibwe language has 
been anglicized as Chippe-
wa, Ojibwa or Ojibway. The 
language is known to those 
who speak it as Anishinaabe, 
Anishinaabemowin or Ojib-
wemowin. Ojibwe is an Al-
gonquian language spoken 
by 50,000 people in the 
northern United States and 
southern Canada.  
  Ojibwe is among the health-
iest of North American lan-
guages, with many children 
being raised to speak it as a 
native language. The Ojibwe 
language is still widely spo-
ken, although the number of 
fluent speakers has declined. 
  Today, most of the lan-
guage’s fluent speakers are 
Elders. However, Since the 
early 21st century, there is a 
growing movement to revi-
talize the language and re-
store its strength as a central 
part of Ojibwe culture. El-
ders on the Bad River Reser-

vation who speak very little 
Ojibwe seem to be interested 
in learning more, Julian said. 
  “We have seen some inter-
est expressed by Elders,” she 
said. “We will be conducting 
a survey with our Elders to 
see how the Language Train-
ee program could best serve 
their needs.” 
  Those who complete the 
Ojibwe language program 
are encouraged to reach out 
and introduce the language to 
others, Julian said. 
  The Ojibwe language has 
been around for centuries, 
but it is much too young to 
die. How old is it? 
  “I can only say thousands of 
years, since before the migra-
tion to our current home,” 
Julian said.  
    She said the Ojibwe Lan-
guage Trainee Program is 
also hosting an online Lan-
guage Table every Wednes-
day night. 
      (See flyer below 
          on Page 6). 

 

Send email to Richard J. Pufall at 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

Ojibwe 
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“… my reward 

will come in 

seeing our chil-

dren speaking 

at the Early 

Head Start/

Head Start    

level.” 

                                                             

~ Stephanie Julian  

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Mike Berlin 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara Smart 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 

Dylan Jennings 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54806 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, financial-

ly stable government; to maintain Tribal Sov-

ereignty; and enable members to progess indi-

vidually, toward a more fulfilling life culturally, 

spiritually, and economically. 

July 1 

Rita Cadotte  

July 2 

Mitchell Soulier  

July 5 

Myron (Tonto) 

   Burns, Jr. 

Michael Houle 

Dennis Soulier  

July 8 

Susan Houle  

Darlene Kupcso 

July 9 

Beatrice Moore Reas 

July 10 

Ann (Ethel) Plucinski 

July 11 

Michael Plucinski  

July 14 

Ricky Lucero  

July 15 

William (Bill) Roundwind 

Debra Tutor  

July 16 

Donna Salwater  

July 18 

Melanie York 

July 19 

Siaki Leoso  

Ruby Santana  

Catherine (Angel)  

   Berogan  

July 22 

Bernard A. Stone 

July 23 

Frank Connors  

Donna Lynk 

July 26 

Myron (Burnsie) 

   Burns, Sr. 

Catherine Jackson  

July 28 

Shelley Ford  

July 30 

Alan Pero, Sr. 

Dale Stone 

 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in July 

 

(Our apologies if we’ve missed someone. Please let us know). 
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County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 3 0 

Bayfield 4 1 

Iron 8 1 

Douglas 46 0 

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Tracking COVID-19 

  As of this morning, July 8, there were 2,927,048 cases of COVID-19, the 

coronavirus, in the United States, with 130,117 deaths. The first coronavirus 

case in Wisconsin was reported on February 5. There have been a total of  

35,494 cases reported in the state and 805 deaths. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

P 
am Feustel and Tina 
Gerovac-Lavasseur, the 
public health nurses at 

the Bad River Health and Well-
ness Center, are well aware of 
the spikes in positive tests for 
COVID-19 in states such as 
Florida, Texas, Arizona, and 
California. But the focus for 
these health professionals con-
tinues to be the Reservation. 
  And that continues to be the 
prudent, effective approach, 
because there has still not been 
a positive test for COVID-19 
here since the first was reported 
in Wisconsin on February 5. 
  The medical staff and the good 
people of the Reservation have 
stayed the course in the best 
interest of the Bad River com-
munity. 
  “With the resurgence seen in 
some states, we here at Bad 
River continue to ask our com-
munity to follow the guidelines 
set forth by the CDC (social 
distancing, masking, symptom 
monitoring, and handwashing to 
name a few),” Feustel said. 
“The spikes have not changed 
how we conduct business in 
Public Health because we have 
been and continue to be vigilant 
about keeping the community 
educated and safe.” 
  Good medical advice bears 
repeating and following, even if 
it might be tiresome to hear 
after approximately five months 
since the pandemic clamped its 
grip on the world. The greater 
concern than those faraway 
states might come from our 

neighboring counties. In the 
last two weeks Douglas County 
has seen a rise from 20 positive 
tests to 46 and Iron County 
jumped from 2 to 8. Most re-
gions of the United States 
would love to have those rela-
tively small increases. But here, 
we are and should be con-
cerned. 
  The Health and Wellness Cen-

ter has been addressing the 
lingering issue of COVID-19 
by testing all employees before 
returning to work and with dai-
ly temperature screenings to all 
staffers and visitors to public 
Tribal venues. 
  And so far, these safeguards 
are working. 
  “This has been very effective 
and is running smoothly,” 

Gerovac-Lavasseur said. “It 
allows employees to ensure 
they do not have any symptoms 
of COVID-19 each day prior to 
entering the workplace. This 
not only protects employees, 
but the community that we 
serve as well.” 
  The Centers for Disease Con-

Continued below, on Page 9 

U.S. spikes haven’t hurt here 

Nurses keep 
their eyes on  
 Reservation 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/
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trol and Prevention (CDC) has 
strongly recommended the wear-
ing of masks in public places. 
But that advice has been met 
with mixed acceptance. 
  According to a study done in 
May by Wisconsin Public Radio 
of grocery stores in 20 state 
counties, fewer than half the 
customers wore masks (41 per-
cent).  
  “Masks can help to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19,” Gerovac-
Lavasseur said. “Here, at the 
clinic, it is policy that all em-
ployees as well as patients, wear 
a mask upon entering the build-
ing and while in common spaces 
and hallways.” 
  That has not been the policy of 
President Donald Trump, who 
has not embraced masks and 
refuses to be photographed wear-
ing one. And that is not the only 
disconnect between the President 
and his top medical advisors. 
   While the medical community 
does not see an available COVID
-19 vaccine in the near future, 
President Trump said on June 17: 
“We’re very close to a vaccine 
… but even without that … it’s 
fading away, it’s going to  fade  
away. … The numbers are very 
minuscule compared to what 
it was. It’s dying out.” 
  Dr. Anthony Fauci, director 
of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseas-
es, and White House corona-
virus taskforce member, has a 
different view, saying on June 
9:  Coronavirus  won’t “burn 
itself out with mere public 
health measures … we’re go-
ing to need a vaccine for the 
entire world.” It is his 
(Trump’s) “worst nightmare … 
where is it going to end? 
We’re still at the beginning of 
it.” 
   And on June 23, Fauci said:  
“We’re now seeing a disturb-
ing surge of infections … the 
virus is not going to disap-
pear.” 
   But here on the Reservation, 
protection, not politics is the 
focus of attention. 

   “There will unfortunately al-
ways be divide,” Gerovac-
Lavasseur said.  “What we rely 
on is science. Science, and the 
numbers are demonstrating to us 
that COVID-19 is still a threat 
and circulating. As far as a vac-
cine is concerned, according to 
credible sources, there are a few 
vaccines that are being created. 
With that being said, those vac-
cines would then need to move 
through clinical trials prior to 
being utilized to vaccinate the 

general public.”  
  So COVID-19, this evil, unin-
vited guest appears to be staying 
for a long while. 
  “I think that it is going to be 
some time before COVID-19 is 
not an issue of concern,” Feustel 
said. “There is always the possi-
bility of a resurgence in all areas 
of the world. Until more is 
known about the virus, and a 
vaccine is available, it will con-
tinue to be a concern.” 
  But locally, fortunately, the 

situation seems much brighter 
than it is on the national level. 
  “Here at Bad River we have 
seen firsthand how following the 
recommendations has kept the 
virus at bay,” Feustel said. “We 
are optimistic that we can contin-
ue to follow these recommenda-
tions and remain COVID free.” 
 
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at 
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 
 
 

COVID-19  

From Page 7 

https://www.fullcourtgreta.com/2020/06/17/trump-talks-police-reform-coronavirus-election-one-on-one-interview/
mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Masks are not political, just smart 

O 
nce upon a time, it seemed like the only folks wearing 
masks were doctors, nurses, hold-up men, trick or treat-
ers and the Lone Ranger. 
  Oh, how times have changed. No, masks haven’t be-

come fashionable. And they’re not popular. But for many people 
they have become vital, smart, health-guarding apparel during 
these difficult days of the COVID-19 virus. 
   Some powerful, respected people endorse the wearing of pro-
tective masks in public. At the top of the list is the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
  More commonly known as the CDC, its recent stud-
ies have found that a significant percentage of individ-
uals with coronavirus are “asymptomatic,” or lacking 
symptoms and people who eventually develop symp-
toms (pre-symptomatic) can pass along the virus to 
others before showing symptoms. 
  This means the virus can be spread between people 
mingling in close proximity, by coughing, sneezing or 
just speaking – even if those people are not displaying 
symptoms. 
  In light of this evidence, the CDC recommends 
wearing cloth face coverings in public venues where 
other social-distancing practices are difficult to main-
tain. Those masks, in concert with six feet of social 
distancing, remain a healthy combination for slowing 
the spread of the virus. 
  We have been blessed here in northern Wisconsin 
with just 61 positive tests of COVID-19 in Douglas, Bayfield, 
Iron and Ashland counties and none on the Reservation. Is it due 
to luck, our relatively small population numbers, or because we 
are following CDC guidelines, including the wearing of masks? 
  Running seemingly in conflict with the CDC’s facemask recom-
mendation is another powerful, often-respected office: The Don-
ald Trump Administration in the White House. 
  Wearing facemasks is voluntary, a point President Trump has 
emphasized from the start of this pandemic. In Washington, 
where both Republicans and Democrats are wearing masks in 
public, President Trump has not been among them. He has de-
clined to be photographed wearing a mask. And Trump has re-
peatedly ridiculed Joe Biden, the presumptive Democratic Presi-
dential nominee, for wearing a mask. 
   In a perfect world, the health of our people should not become a 
political issue. And recently, the President has faced conflicting 

opinions from his own party. 
  “Everyone should just wear a damn mask,” Sen. Marco Rubio 
(R-Fla.) said recently, shortly after large spikes in positive tests 
for COVID-19 were reported in Arizona, Texas, California and 
Florida 
  President Trump downplayed the reported spikes, saying the 
reason the numbers are climbing is because the United States 
does more testing than any country in the world. And he said, “99 
percent of the cases are harmless.” No really, he said that. 
   “We’ve got to – every one of us – to take this seriously, wear 

your mask, social distance,” said Rick Scott, Flori-
da’s other Republican Senator. 
  And the eyes of Texas, too, are looking away from 
President Trump. 
  “I know some people think wearing a mask is incon-
venient or an infringement of freedom, but I also 
know it will keep Texas open,” said Texas Gov. 
Gregg Abbott (R). 
   Said Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey (R): “Protect your-
self. Protect others. Help contain the spread of 
COVID-19. Wear a mask.” 
   President Trump recently made a stunning com-
ment to the Wall Street Journal on the issue of wear-

ing masks, suggesting that they could be counterpro-
ductive. 
   “Masks are a double-edged sword,” the President 
said. “People touch them. And they grab them, and I 

see it all the time. They come in; they take the mask. Now they’re 
holding it now in their fingers. And they drop it on the desk and 
then they touch their eye and they touch their nose. No, I think a 
mask is a – it’s a double-edged sword.” 
   And Trump suggested that masks might be a political statement 
against him. 
  “It could be, yeah. It could be,” he said. “But it could also be 
they feel better about it. I mean, I’m okay with it. Look, I’m okay 
with it. But the mask is a double-edged sword and I see it.” 
  Maybe it’s too late to deflate this political football. But let’s try. 
All during this pandemic, medical experts have said that wearing 
a mask will protect those around us. 
   It seems logical then, not political, that if everyone is wearing a 

mask, everyone is protected. 

 

  Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

mailto:NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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                                                                                                                          Photo by The Bay City News Service 

  Thanks to the generous team effort of two insurance companies, The Bad River Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Indians is the beneficiary of a $1,000 donation to help combat the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  Nemec Insurance Agency of Ashland offered to donate $500 to the Tribe, then Nemec 
reached out to IMT Insurance, which responded with a matching $500 donation. In the   
photo, Danika Randby, left, agent and office manager of Nemec Insurance, and agent Jarred 
Nemec, right, present the two $500 checks to Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur, second from left, and 
Pamela Feustel, Public Health Nurses at Bad River’s Health and Wellness Center. 
  The checks were presented on Tuesday, June 30, just outside the lobby of the Health and 
Wellness Center. 

Tribe gets $1,000 Donation to Fight COVID-19 
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  The Menominee Tribal Police are asking the community for assistance in locating  

22-year-old Katelyn L. Kelly, one of the latest Missing or Murdered Indige-
nous Women and Girls. 
  Katelyn was last seen on Tuesday, June 16, 2020, at around 10-10:30 p.m., near 
County Road VV east and Onanekwat Road A.K.A. trailer courts. 
  Katelyn was last seen wearing blue jeans shorts, black halter top and grey t-shirt 
with black sandals. 
   If you have any information regarding Katelyn please contact Menominee Tribal 

Detectives at (715) 799-5805.   

Another Missing Sister 
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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19 

 within the Reservation 

  In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the 
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable.  In response 
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:   
   
  “The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gam-
ing facility and limited other activities in 
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting 
our tribal community and surrounding areas. 
 
  “Regardless of the State Supreme Court deci-
sion, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-at-
Home’ guidance with the outcome of protecting 
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of 
our public health and medical staff. 
 
  “We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to 
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and 
health of our communities.” 
 
  For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at  http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer.  Miigwech! 

 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/
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Landowners  

Who Are 

 Whereabouts 

 Unknown 

 On The 

Bad River  

Reservation 

  
 Click here: 

 
file:///C:/Users/BRPR/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/

CO4FDWUP/Bad%20River%20WAU%20ad%2020200704.pdf  

file:///C:/Users/BRPR/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CO4FDWUP/Bad%20River%20WAU%20ad%2020200704.pdf
file:///C:/Users/BRPR/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CO4FDWUP/Bad%20River%20WAU%20ad%2020200704.pdf
file:///C:/Users/BRPR/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CO4FDWUP/Bad%20River%20WAU%20ad%2020200704.pdf
file:///C:/Users/BRPR/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CO4FDWUP/Bad%20River%20WAU%20ad%2020200704.pdf
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COVID-19 tests a must before returning to work 
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Return to Work Dates 
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(PLEASE DISREGARD PREVIOUS NOTICE OF 
6/30/2020) 

 
DUE TO REASONS BEYOND OUR CONTROL WE 

WILL BE OPERATING ONLY TWO BUSES FOR THE 
WEEK OF JULY 4, 2020 THROUGH JULY 10, 2020 

THE 7 AM TO 4 PM BUS  WILL BE OUT  
OF SERVICE 

THE 6:30 AM TO 4:30 PM AND THE 4:15 PM-

2:15 AM WILL BE OPERATING AS USUAL 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL WELL IN ADVANCE 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR ESSENTIAL RIDE 

(ESSENTIAL: WORK, GROCERY STORE, DR. APPT 
OR CARE FOR ELDERLY OR FAMILY MEMBER) 

SORRY FOR ANY INCONVIENCE THESE TEMPO-
RARY CHANGES MAY CAUSE 

Notice Date 7/1/20 

BAD RIVER TRANSIT NOTICE UPDATE 
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Garlic mustard 
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Bad River Transit adds a third bus 
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COVID-19 Reminders 



July 8, 2020                                                                                  Page 25 

 



Page 26                                                                                  July 8, 2020             

 



‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next   

edition of “Drum Beats,” send email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or 

call 920-857-4673 by noon on: 

July 16 
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The Bad River Clinic Pharmacy 
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Bad River Food Shelf Hours 
               

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon 

Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon 

Friday: 9 a.m.-noon 
 
Anyone needing Food Shelf please call 
ahead before noon, 715-682-7127.  If 
there is no answer leave a message 
with a return phone number. 
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   Tribal members are being 
asked to please update their 
mailing addresses with The   
Enrollment Department. 

   You may call in or email your 
current address at 715-682-
7111 ext: 1525 or Email at     
Enrollment@badriver-nsn.gov  

 

Enrollment Department seeks updated addresses 

mailto:Enrollment@badriver-nsn.gov
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Care for your mental health, too! 
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Boozhoo, from the Bad River Health & Wellness AODA Program 

 I’d like to share a few helpful suggestions 
to help you through the day 

While we are back at work we are remembering to social distance, wear masks, wash hands, 
and to include our relatives/family/friends that are home and in the community. Miigwetch 

for reading and please share  
Possible things to do to while at home. Possible things to help others to prevent substance 

abuse. 
Make crafts, beadwork, knitting, art work, planting, gardening, etc. 

Meditate, make time for prayer and thought 
Listen to music, learn to play an instrument, sing, hum 

Whistle (remember to whistle while you work) 
Daily reading, read positive quotes, affirmations 

Do breathing exercising, breath in, breath out, allow your lungs to do the work 
Spend time with positive people in positive environments 

Self-prayer, self-smudging, asema offering 

Be mindful of negative words and thoughts. Don’t allow words to control or keep you feeling 
down. We have been told tomorrow or moments of the future is unknown, try and lift your 

spirit, we only have one chance for this life. Somedays we can only handle day by day, or mo-
ment to moment. Make the best of it! 

If I can help or find someone, you’re comfortable with please call 
Penny Charette: Cultural Liaison/AODA Support Staff @ 715-682-7133 ext. 4353 

If your struggling with alcohol/substance abuse, the Bad River AODA Program is offering a 
virtual       on-line meeting, and social distancing office visits 

We can help you find a sponsor if your struggling 

 If you would like to talk or meet with an AODA Counselor, or Peer Specialist, please call the Bad 
River AODA Program @ 715-682-7863 to set up an appointment 

We are in this together 

Some tips to help you through the day 
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Tribal policy means daily  

screening for all employees 
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‘End’ Quote 
The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These weekly 
statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and consider 
why it was written: 
 

 “Life is like a roller coaster. It has it’s up and 

downs. But it’s your choice to scream or enjoy 
the ride.”  
                                                             ~ Author unknown 
Watch for the next statement in the July 22 newsletter.  If you have a statement you would like 

to share, feel free to send it to Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal Lay Advo-
cate, Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov 

 

“Drum Beats,”  
is the newsletter for the Bad 

River Band of Lake Superior 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

  Drum Beats is circulated   

every other Wednesday 

throughout the year and is 

produced by The Bay City 

News Service of Ashland, Wis. 

Send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 or call 920-857-4673. 
Electronic Conferencing 


