News from the Mashkiiziibii Community

Inside
Near re-opening
health is No. 1
See Page 7
We can’t keep
living in fear
See Page 9

June 10, 2020

Drum
Beats

Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians

Tribe gets $6.36 million
CARES Act provides funding for response to COVID-19
By Richard J. Pufall
For the Bad River Band

A

t 11:58 p.m. on March 18,
the Bad River Reservation
joined the rest of a frightened world, shutting down nonessential businesses in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Today, 84 days later, the uncertainties of the pandemic and it’s financial toll still linger.
“Our Tribal staff monitored the
state and federal assistance response
in order to ensure that Bad River
received financial help in the face of
the pandemic,” said Tribal Chairman Mike Wiggins, Jr. “Sandy
Bender has been instrumental in
tracking and receiving the assistance
from a variety of state and federal
entities on behalf of the Bad River
Tribe.”
The Bad River Band received $6.36
million under the CARES Department of the Treasury Coronavirus
Relief Fund, according to Bender,
Photo by Ed Monroe for The Bay City News Service
The beauty of Bad River and The Reservation have been threatened by the COVID-19 virus.
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CARES Act
From Page 1
Bad River’s Accounting Manager.
Formally known as The Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES)
Act, it was passed by Congress with overwhelming, bipartisan support and signed
into law by President Trump on March
27. This more than $2 trillion economic
relief package was designed to protect the
American people from the public health
and economic impacts of COVID-19.
Bender listed several ways in which the
CARES Act funds might be used by The
Tribe:
~ Hazardous pay to all employees who
have been working during the pandemic.
~ Expanding Food Sovereignty efforts in
response to the food chain disruption.
~ Clinic x-ray machine as a measure to
increase COVID-19 treatment capacity.
~ Necessary facilities upgrades and repairs for public safety measures undertaken in response to COVID-19 (Generator,
Heating/Cooling system repairs, roof repairs, parking lot repairs, handicap accessibility, security cameras, keyless entry).
~ A van, canoes, trailer for MNRD youth
program to encourage social distancing.
~ Water and sewer, recycling equipment
purchases and repairs.
~ Supplies for harm reduction and support for outreach efforts.
~ Assistance to families for Internet access and electronics for distance learning.
Bender said CARES Act funds may only
be used to cover costs that are 1, necessary
expenditures incurred due to the public
health emergency with respect to the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19); 2, were
not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020 (the
date of enactment of the CARES Act for
the state or government; and 3, were incurred during the period that begins on
March 1, 2020, and ends on December 30,
2020.
Under the terms of the CARES Act,
Bender said the Tribe must make use of
the money before December 30.
Bender said the final budget for the
CARES Act funds was approved by the
Tribal Council on May 20, 2020.
“Finance will monitor and report to
Tribal Council, administration, and department heads regarding funded budget line

items,” Bender said. “Capital Expenditures
will also require Tribal Council approval
as part of the procurement process.”
Bender said the Tribe also received a
total of $1,877,677 under the Small Business Administration’s Payroll Protection
Program.
“This was to cover payroll for all Tribal
businesses (Water and Sewer, recycling,
clinic, Lodge, Falls Lounge, Smoke Shop,
restaurant, Moccasin Trail Complex, Casino, Superior Connections, and the Community Development Corporation),” Bend-

er said. “These funds were distributed as a
loan but the Tribe is eligible to apply for
forgiveness based on certain criteria. The
Tribe has the option to utilize up to 25
percent of these funds for eligible utility
costs for each of the Tribal businesses.”
Bender said payroll for tribal employees
was covered through April 24, 2020.
“Voluntary layoffs were then taken by a
few employees after that and then more
Casino employees the following week,”
Bender said.
Continued below, on Page 3
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CARES Act
From Page 2

Bender listed other grants received by
The Tribe:
~ HUD, Indian Housing Block Grant,
$509,362:
~ DHHS nutrition (for the Elders),
$83,160;
~ DHHS child care, $58,175;
~ DHHS child welfare, $49,699;
~ Federal Transit Authority, $355,359;
~ HIS, $814,781;
~ SAMHSA Native Connections,
$97,402 (under Youth Services):
~ BIA (welfare assistance), $89,172;
~ (General Assistance, Burial Assistance, Foster Care Assistance);
~ GLITC CDC, $88,400 (to the Clinic);
~ CDC, $79,819 (PPE, IT assessment);
~ Marshfield Clinic, $4,000 (IT equipment);
~ National Network of Public Institutes, $6,000 (to the Clinic);
~ National Congress of American Indians, $5,000 (to Food Sovereignty);
~ GLITC Medical College, $43,000
(for a tiny house and Food Sovereignty);
~ Head Start/Early Head Start,
$32,480, for PPE, cleaning supplies,
picnic tables;
~ Wisconsin DHS Public Health ER
Quarantine, will reimburse direct expenses for quarantine;
~ BIA (other Aid to Tribal Government), $1,750,446 (artesian well improvements at Bad River Hatchery;
~ Enrollment REAL ID & Software
Upgrades;
~ Facilities payroll support, cleaning
supplies and equipment;
~ IT software, upgrades, laptops for
remote work;
~ Hand-held radios to enhance communication efforts;
~ Sewer pumper truck;
~ Internet capacity expansion for
Odanah tower;
~ Emergency Response truck, etc.
The Bad River Tribe’s Stay-at-Home
resolution is set to expire on June 15.
However, the Bad River Emergency
Management team continues to meet

The Bad River Reservation, like the rest
of the world, must
continue to find a
way to cope with the
COVID-19 virus.

Photo by The Bay City
News Service

daily for check-ins and overall planning
purposes.
The Bad River Health & Wellness
Center staff studies local and regional
data to advise the Tribal government on
creating a re-opening plan that focuses
on the health and safety of the overall
community.
And based on that data, the June 15
date could change, and further extend
the Stay-at-Home order.
The resolution continues to suspend
non-essential travel for Bad River Tribal employees. Each department has
been working with its staff to highlight
work restrictions and also develop plans
to minimize the potential for COVID19 infections.
The Tribe has been working with other
Tribes, the State of Wisconsin, Ashland
County, CDC, and other relevant federal agencies.
“The daily Covid-19 response meetings have shown us how dynamic
things can be as we try to keep our
community safe,” Chairman Wiggins
said. “From scrambling through protective supply and food shortages, to lack
of testing equipment, its been a struggle
to stay on top of the pandemic and its
uncertainties. Our Tribal Council and
department heads worked diligently to
identify areas of need, both organiza-

tionally, and community-wide to address the COVID-19 pandemic.
“The budgets that we are currently
managing are very much fluid and will
change based on the changing needs of
our community and the state of the pandemic. The important thing is trying to
anticipate worst-case scenarios so we
are ready to respond as a Tribal Government.
“Many of the project undertakings we
are trying to administer fall under housing, infrastructural upgrades, supplies/
equipment, food security, technology
upgrades and employee hazard pay.
Many of these areas are also clearly
identified as needs within the Tribal
Strategic plan that was adopted by the
Tribal Council in 2018. Many of these
needs have now become amplified by
the pandemic.

Listening session June 17

The Tribal Council will be hosting a
listening session on the Covid-19 budgets on June 17 and all Bad River Tribal
Members are encouraged to attend.
Click here for the FAQ sheet, which
outlines some common questions and
fund guidelines.
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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Tribal Mission Statement:
To work toward a more progressive, financially stable government; to maintain Tribal Sovereignty; and enable members to progess individually, toward a more fulfilling life culturally,
spiritually, and economically.
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Mike Wiggins, Jr.
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Jay McFee
Secretary

Etta Burns
Treasurer

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders
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Health is No. 1 for Tribe
Re-opening
date might
be June 15

For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,
click the link below
Website

By Richard J. Pufall
For the Bad River Band

T

he Bad River Tribe’s
Stay-at-Home resolution is due to expire on
June 15. If, indeed, that is the
day when the Tribe re-opens
all non-essential businesses, it
would be a healthy 20 days
beyond Wisconsin Gov. Tony
Evers’ intended date of May
26.
When the Wisconsin Supreme Court overturned Evers’
order on May 13, the Tribe not
only supported the Governor’s
plan but built in more stay-athome time, clearly showing
that the health of Reservation
residents was more important
than economic concerns.
Health remains the top priority as the Bad River Emergency Management team continues to meet daily for check-ins
and overall planning purposes.
The Bad River Health & Wellness Center staff is following
local and regional data to advise the Tribal government on
creating a re-opening plan that
focuses on the health and safety of the overall community.
So, June 15 looms as the
tentative re-opening date, but
is not chiseled in stone.
Of course, the COVID-19
pandemic has plunged everyone into uncharted waters,
where no one can know for
certain what is good timing.
The Tribe’s public health
nurses – Tina GerovacLavasseur and Pamela Feustel

Tracking COVID-19
As of today, June 10, there were 1,967,764 cases of COVID-19, the coronavirus, in the Unites States, with 111,539 deaths. The first coronavirus case in
Wisconsin was reported on February 5. There have been a total of 21,593
cases reported in the state and 671 deaths.

Numbers in our 4-county area
County

Reported cases

Deaths

Ashland

3

0

Bayfield

3

1

Iron

2

1

Douglas

20

0

– said they knew the reopening
date was coming and are prepared to respond, no matter
when.
The nurses said that each area
of the Tribe has been working
on a safe re-opening plan. They
assured everyone that the Tribe
remains focused on the safety
of the community.
Bad River, the Health and

Wellness Center and the nurses
have a perfect record to defend.
You see, since the first positive
case of COVID-19 was reported in Wisconsin, there have
been none on The Reservation
and, of course, no deaths.
So, Tribal leaders continue to
consult with health professionals on staff to make informed
decisions with the safety of the

community in mind.
“As Public Health Nursing
Supervisor, I have been involved in these decisions,”
Feustel said. “We want to be
sure that the community is protected and are taking the steps
necessary to do our part.”
The nurses, all along, have
Continued below, on Page 8
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COVID-19
From Page 7
been proactive in their approach, making sure there is a
plan in place to deal with all
contingencies.
“We plan to have additional
screening prior to entering the
building for our patients,”
Gerovac-Lavasseur said. “Our
employees are also being
screened for symptoms daily
prior to their shift. We will
utilize one entrance, and one
separate exit to ensure flow of
traffic and enhance social distancing.”
With the end of Safer-atHome orders around the country, nice weather and the beginning of the tourist season, the
odds of the COVID-19 virus
being carried into our area
have, of course, increased. No
one is more aware of these
factors than the health professionals at the Wellness Center.
“Like anywhere, I believe the
greatest concern is that we will
see a surge of COVID-19,”
Feustel said. “This is not necessarily because Bad River is
opening back up, but because
the Safer-at-Home order has
been lifted which has given
individuals in the state much
more freedom to travel.”
Along with prudent and focused medical practices, the
nurses believe that a positive
approach and teamwork will
help The Reservation handle
any challenges that might present themselves.
“We have been preparing as
a Tribal Entity from the day we
reduced services,” GerovacLavasseur said. “We have
worked together as a team
across departments to ensure
that we are doing everything in
our power to keep our community safe. The teamwork has
been astounding, and the fact
that the team has the wellbeing

of the community at the center
of our work is not only encouraging, but proof that we will
remain Bad River Strong.”
A concern expressed by
many has been that some will
get the wrong message from
the re-opening of non-essential
businesses. Will it be viewed,
by some, as the green light that
the threat of the coronavirus is
over, and we can “return to

normal” without following
safety guidelines?
“I do not believe that to be
true,” Feustel said. “We have
increased communication to
everyone within the community. We have done education
with each department and have
continued our community education on how to stay protected
from COVID-19.
“We have flyers posted and,

on the Website, (which we
update frequently). We plan to
continue this so that our community can remain safe and
protected from this virus. Drum
Beats has also been a very effective way for us to be able to
communicate information.”

Send email to Richard J.
Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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We cannot continue to live in fear

T

he Tribal Council is pondering the best day. It’s not “a that The Reservation can maintain its perfect record against
date which will live in infamy.” No, it’s not Pearl
COVID-19. Especially since, once open, more visitors to
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. It’s not D-Day. It’s not the
The Reservation and the Lodge and Casino increases the
Normandy Invasion on June 6, 1944.
chances that COVID-19 will be among the guests.
But it is an important date in our future. And it is coming
And the numbers certainly support the merit of both Evers’
soon. It’s the day The Bad River Reservation reopens for
intentions and the wisdom of the Bad River Tribal Council.
business in the face of a still formidable foe: The COVID-19 On May 27, two weeks to the day after the Supreme Court
virus. The Tribe’s Stay-at-Home resolution is set to expire overturned Evers’ “Safer-at-Home order, Wisconsin set a
one-day record for new coronavirus cases. In a 24-hour perion June 15. But if the need arises, it could be a later date.
od a record 642 positive cases were recorded. That increased
And most eyes will be on the Bad River Lodge
the number of active cases by 10 percent. And
and Casino, the biggest business and income genthat was the deadliest day so far with 22 people
erator on The Reservation.
succumbing to the disease. As of today, June 10,
At present, the re-opening day is not an imthere have been 21,593 positive cases of COVIDportant historical date. But it could and should be.
19 and 671 deaths in our state.
It all depends on the behavior of the major playCertainly, those numbers do not tout the wisdom
ers. And you are among them.
of reopening the economy on any level. And
To be sure, Tribal residents have done their part.
many worry that returning to business as usual
Since the first positive case of the coronavirus
sends a bad message to the uninformed or casual
was recorded in Wisconsin on February 5, there
observers that a reopened economy means the
have been none on The Reservation. And in all of
threat of COVID-19 is closed.
Ashland County, there have been just three posiTruth is, the threat is more real and wide open
tive cases and no deaths.
By Richard J. Pufall than ever. There is no vaccine. Positive cases and
But the Bad River Lodge and Casino has been
For the Bad River Band
deaths continue to grow at an alarming rate.
closed since 11:59 p.m. on March 18. And that
Most of us understand that this deadly monster is
closure has kept away many visitors and tourists
who might, unwittingly, be carriers of the COVID-19 virus. still knocking at our door. So why open it to business?
Because we cannot continue to live in fear. A life of conTribal residents have done their part. They have selfstant fear is not much of a life at all. If you believe we can
quarantined. They have given up jobs to follow “Safer-athave both an open economy and a happy, healthy populous,
Home” guidelines. They have washed and sanitized their
hands and have worn masks. They have maintained the prop- you are not alone. The public health nurses, Pamela Feustel
and Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur, of the Bad River Health and
er “social distance.”
Wellness Center, agree with you.
And the Bad River Tribal Council has done its part, too.
So, we can go about our business, but not “as usual.” We
The Council stood by Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers “Stay-atHome” order even after the State Supreme Court overturned must continue to wash and sanitize our hands, wear masks,
and keep a healthy social distance from others.
it on May 13. Evers’ order was due to run out on May 26.
Yes, life will be worth living. But for a while, it will be a
The Tribal Council, in fact, has wisely added many more
little different.
days to the order, to give The Reservation crucial time to
prepare to reopen.
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
But, of course, with the extra time comes no guarantees

To get “Drum

Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your
email address to 920-857-4673, or send
email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
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MEDIA STATEMENT

Bad River Statement on Prevention of COVID-19
within the Reservation
In a decision May 13, 2020 the State Supreme Court decided almost all of the
State’s Safer-at-Home Order, Executive Order 28, is not enforceable. In response
Michael Wiggins Jr., Bad River Chairman, issued the following statement:
“The Bad River Tribal Council closed the gaming facility and limited other activities in
Odanah, Wis. with the outcome of protecting
our tribal community and surrounding areas.
“Regardless of the State Supreme Court decision, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa will continue to follow the ‘Safer-atHome’ guidance with the outcome of protecting
the safety and health of the community while relying closely on the guidance of
our public health and medical staff.

“We encourage other governments and municipalities or the broader public to
voluntarily follow the safer-at-home guidelines to ensure the long-term safety and
health of our communities.”
For more information please read the Coronavirus Updates page at http://
www.badriver-nsn.gov/news/ and the attached Flyer. Miigwech!
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COVID-19 tests a must before returning to work
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Mashkiiziibii Natural
Resources Department
Guidelines for On-Reservation Fishing
~Maintain social distancing from creel clerks and
In response to the current status of the COVID19 pandemic, the Mashkiiziibii Natural Resources wardens on the bridge.
The following are requirements that need to be
Department recommends that all fish harvesters
met
in order to participate in dipnetting this year:
engaging in on reservation netting, spearing and
1) One person per net will be enforced.
dipnetting, adhere to the following precautions/
2) No one under the age of 18 will be allowed on
guidelines:
the bridge.
Netting on Kakagon/
3) Utilize the hand-washing station and hand saniBad River/Lake Superior Shoreline tizer.
4) Adhere to Warden and Fisheries staff requests
~When fishing in a boat with others, do so with for creeling as there will be changes to the normal
people who live in your household.
protocol.
~Wear gloves and a mask to reduce the possibil- 5) Three marked areas of netting per each side of
ity of the spread of disease.
the Bridge Maximum. (6 total per bridge).
~Limit the overall amount of people in your
6) Stay in marked areas of your netting area
while fishing.
boat to a maximum of 3 people.

Spearing at the Bad River Falls
~When spearing at the Falls, please exercise
social distancing protocol by staying 6 feet away
from anyone not living in your household.
~Be respectful of an individual’s right to safe
distance. Take it upon yourself to not impose on
another’s safe space.
~Wear gloves and a mask to reduce the possibility of the spread of disease.

We are including these additional rules for dipnetting due to the amount of people on the bridge
in past years and the lack of space for everyone to
maintain proper social distancing.

If there are any questions about the upcoming
fishing season please feel free to call Brad Bigboy
at 715-979-1181 or Gerald White at 715-2927822 .
By following these guidelines, you are reducing
the spread of this new virus that has been proven
Dip-netting at Kakagon & Goslin Bridges to be dangerous to the elderly and immunocompromised.
(Handwashing station and portapotty
See the Bad River [http://www.badrivernsn.gov/
will be provided)
news/] site for the most current information and
~Wear gloves and a mask to reduce the possibility recommendations regarding COVID-19.
of the spread of disease
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‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline!
To get your news item in the next edition of “Drum Beats,” send email to
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call
920-857-4673 by noon on:

June 18

June 10, 2020
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Bad River Food Shelf Hours

What’s your story?
If you know of a good story from
the Bad River Community that
needs to be told in “Drum Beats,”
just send an email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call
920-857-4673.

Monday: 9 a.m.-noon
Tuesday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon
Thursday: 11 a.m.-noon
Friday: 9 a.m.-noon
Anyone needing Food Shelf please call
ahead before noon, 715-682-7127. If
there is no answer leave a message
with a return phone number.
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Education Department remains open to offer help during COVID-19
The Bad River Education Department remains open during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The department can be contacted at the information
listed here for all of your higher education needs.
If you are a current student who will be continuing college in the Fall, please send email for a scholarship application and any questions you might have. We are here
to help!

Education Dept.
Bad River Tribe
P.O. Box 39
72682 Maple St.
Odanah, WI 54861
Phone: (715) 682-7111 ext. 1533
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Care for your mental health, too!
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Some guidelines for a safe funeral service
Boozhoo,
Bad River Health & Wellness Center extends our
sincere condolences to those in our community
who have lost a loved one.
In our Ojibwe language there is no word to say
goodbye, the word we use is ‘giga-waabamin’
‘miinawaa’ we’ll see you again.
Because of the Covid-19 virus, our Tribal government and surrounding Tribes are practicing
guidelines set to keep everyone safe. Following
our funeral services guidelines that have been
put forth to help families stay safe as they honor
loved ones. We share these guidelines in a good
way in the hopes that they help our people protect each other while still conducting services for
their loved ones journey.

• Tribal communities have large extended families & friends, we are respectfully asking to consider smaller funerals
• People who feel sick or are at-risk should stay
home, we can pray for our loved one or family
from home.
• Please consider recommended social distancing
guidelines.
• Wash your hands frequently and/or use hand
sanitizer.
• Choose a seat that follows social distancing
guidelines.

• Please know that while the CDC has said there
is no COVID-19 risk posed by the body of someone who has died, it recommends not touching,
kissing, or having direct contact with the body of
your loved one. If touching occurs, the person
We care for everyone in our community and
want everyone to be safe. While supplies last, up should wash their hands or use hand sanitizer
before touching anything or anyone else.
to 30 masks can be requested for services.
Remember “Zhwenidig” Take Care Of Each Other. • CDC recommends wearing cloth face masks at
funerals.
Funeral Guidance
• Do not place cloth face covering on young chilThe following are recommendations that should
dren under age 2. Also, do not place a face mask
be considered to prevent the spread of Covid-19
on anyone who has trouble breathing or who is
and protect the health and safety of all during
unconscious or unable to remove the mask withfuneral services.
out assistance.
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‘End’ Quote
The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These weekly
statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and consider
why it was written:

“Don’t let fear paralyze you. The scariest paths
often lead you to the most exciting places.”

~ Lori Deschene

Watch for the next statement in the June 24 newsletter. If you have a statement you would like
to share, feel free to send it to Hiedi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal Lay Advocate, Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov

“Drum Beats,”
is the newsletter for the Bad
River Band of Lake Superior
Tribe of Chippewa Indians.
Drum Beats is circulated
every other Wednesday
throughout the year and is
produced by The Bay City
News Service of Ashland, Wis.
Send email to
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov
or call 920-857-4673.
Electronic Conferencing

