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I 
n the midst of one of the most fearful 
times in world history, good news has 
been a rare commodity. But for many 

Tribal residents, good news arrived on March 
27 in the form of a memo from the office of 
Jennifer Toribio-Warren, Executive Director 
of the Bad River Housing Authority. 
  Welcome to Rent-Free April! 
 “As we continue to closely monitor corona-
virus (COVID-19) developments, the health 
and wellbeing of our employees, families and 
community members is our greatest con-
cern,” Toribio-Warren said in a widely circu-
lated release, which also appeared on Page 
12 of the April 1 edition of the “Drum Beats” 
newsletter. 
  “In this time of hardship, the Bad River 
Housing Authority (BRHA) will suspend all 
rent and other payments due for the month of 
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April. Suspending such payments during 
April is an important step in helping the 
community survive this historically diffi-
cult time. BRHA hopes this will help 
provide some peacefulness, as you will 
need to provide for your family.”  
  To be sure, these are cancelled pay-
ments NOT postponed. There will be no 
pay-back-time for those who benefit 
from this program and have recently suf-
fered the loss of a paycheck. 
   “The rent payments for April will be 
completely dropped,” she assured, adding 
that “roughly 170 families” will benefit 
from the program. 
    Of course, Toribio-Warren leads a 
team effort at the Housing Authority. 
Members of her staff include Arthur 
Schenk, assistant director; Lourace Cou-
ture, accounting technical assistant; Tim 
Brown, project manager; Taylor Rosin, 
bookkeeper/receptionist; housing manag-
ers Raeann Bender and Micki Corbine; 
and Kyle Boswell, inventory/warehouse 
clerk. 
   “A Chi Miigwech to the Housing staff 
for all their assistance and support in this 
difficult time,” she said. “They have real-
ly come together to make sure the essen-
tial duty and operations continue during 
this time.” 
  And fortunately for the Bad River Com-
munity, Toribio-Warren also wears a hat 
more important than “executive director” 
– she’s a mom, too. 
  “As a mother of two teenagers; I know 
how expensive it is to buy extra cleaning 
supplies and food. Especially when it 
was not planned for,” she said. “Some 
have lost their jobs or have had their 
hours cut. Providing a rent-free April, 
really will help out with those extra ex-
penses.” 
   Toribio-Warren said the idea of a rent-
free April was first discussed in the 
COVID-19 meeting, hosted by the Office 
of Native American Programs. She said 
this decision did not require a vote of 
approval from The Bad River Tribal 
Council, because such action was not 
required by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 
  “I must say when mentioning the idea 
during Emergency Response Meetings 

with Tribal Council attending and when 
giving the Housing Board updates to 
board members, everyone seemed to be 
supportive,” Toribio-Warren said. 
    On March 17, Chairman Mike Wig-
gins, Jr. and the Bad River Tribe declared 
a Public Health Emergency. 
   BRHA will be cutting back on non-
essential services such as modernization 
work, painting, cabinet repairs, flooring, 
etc., Toribio-Warren said. She added that 
the BRHA operations will continue dur-
ing this pandemic; however, its office 
will be closed to the public until further 
notice. 
  She said the rent-free policy applies to 
Housing Authority low-income rental 
units, tax credit, the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-
Determination Act, Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) payments 
and transitional rents. The “other pay-

ments” category in the rent-free April 
policy are for the non-typical rent charg-
es, she said. For example, the FEMA 
loan payback. 
   Toribio-Warren said she did not think 
rent-free April would create a financial 
hardship for neither the Housing Authori-
ty nor the Bad River Tribe. The focus, 
she stressed, is not on money. 
  “We are going to have that financial 
burden; however, the health and safety of 
our families are most important,” she 
said. “At this time, Housing is looking 
out for the health and safety of the com-
munity. These funds will hopefully be 
picked up in some of the government 
relief plans but are not our concern at this 
critical moment.” 
   
  Send email to Richard J. Pufall at   
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

Rent-free  
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For updates on the Bad River Tribe’s efforts to       
combat COVID-19, the coronavirus pandemic,                

click the link below 

Website 

Social-distancing still best medicine  
By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

County Reported cases Deaths 

Ashland 2 0 

Bayfield 3 0 

Iron 2 1 

Douglas 7 0 

Tracking COVID-19 

  As of this morning, April 15, there were 554,226 cases of COVID-19, the 

coronavirus, in the Unites States, with 21,969 deaths. The first coronavirus 

case in Wisconsin was reported on February 5. There have been a total of 

3,341 cases reported in the state and 145 deaths, including one in Hurley. 

Numbers in our 4-county area 

 

T 
he numbers here re-
main small, but the 
potential danger still 

looms large as the Bad River 
Health and Wellness Center 
stays the course to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, the 
coronavirus. 
  And the Public Health Nurs-
es on staff believe they have 
the testing equipment the Res-
ervation needs while the state, 
nation and world battles this 
frightening pandemic. 
  Those nurses, Pamela Feus-
tel and Tina Gerovac-
Lavasseur, have been working 
diligently to keep COVID-19 
under control. 
  Many locations around the 
world have been woefully 
lacking in testing kits to mon-
itor COVID-19.  
  “We are very fortunate here 
at Bad River Health and Well-
ness Center as we do have test 
kits available,” Feustel said. 
“While they can be difficult to 
acquire, at this time we have 
an adequate supply and will 
continue to test according to 
CDC (Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention) 
guidelines.” 
  As of early this morning, 
April 15, the coronavirus had 
attacked 212 countries around 
the world, with 1,917,340 
reported positive cases and 
126,213 deaths. 
  In the United States there 
have been 579,526 positive 
cases with 23,477 deaths. 
  In Wisconsin 3,555 people 
have tested positive with 172 
deaths. Just two positive cases 
have been reported in Ashland 
County, an increase of one 
over the last two weeks. 
  On the Bad River Reserva-
tion there has still not been a 
positive case of the corona-
virus reported. 

  However, the Daily Press in 
Ashland reported on Saturday, 
April 4 that only 89 people 
among a total combined popu-
lation of 32,000 in Ashland and 
Bayfield counties have been 
tested, making the comforting 
low number of reported cases 
here seem misleading. 
  “Unfortunately, we cannot 
verify that number as there are 
several clinics as well as the 
area hospital that have the ca-
pability to test,” Feustel said. 
“There are also a lot of factors 
that come into play, such as 
specific facility supplies and 

policy. 
   “What we do know, is that 
while the statistic is potentially 
misleading, if not everyone is 
tested that does not negate the 
fact that testing alone will not 
cure COVID-19, only social-
distancing and following the 
‘Safer at Home’ order will en-
sure we are doing our best as a 
community to stop the spread 
of the virus.” 
   Feustel said the Health and 
Wellness Center has the capa-
bility to collect the specimens. 
Currently, once collected, the 
specimens are sent out to a 

laboratory to obtain results, she 
said. 
  “Our Public Health Nurses 
follow up with patients who 
have been tested daily while 
they are waiting for results,” 
Feustel said. 
   The Daily Press also reported 
that only “Tier 1” patients are 
tested – meaning those who are 
the highest priority and are 
already quite sick. That is not 
the case on the Bad River Res-
ervation, according to Feustel. 
  “Again, each facility has   

Continued below, on Page 4 

http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/
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protocol in place,” Feustel 
said. “Many places are only 
testing Tier 1 and Tier 2 pa-
tients, however, that is up to 
each provider’s discretion as 
when to order a test. Current-
ly, the Bad River Health and 
Wellness Center is testing 
patients from all four tiers.” 
  Feustel remains impressed 
and heartened by the response 
of the Bad River Community 
to the threat of this pandemic. 
  “I continue to be inspired by 
the people of our community 
daily,” she said. “We contin-
ue to take care of one another 
by reaching out and ensuring 
everyone has the essential 
items to stay well. The 
strength of the Bad River 
Community comes from 
within and the fact that we are 
now, and always will be here 
to support one another.” 
  She said new guidance from 
the CDC strongly suggests 
that people should shield their 
noses and mouths with a cloth 
face cover when around oth-
ers. The only exception to this 
would be those under 2-years-
old and individuals who have 
trouble breathing. 
  More information can be 
found at https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent
-getting-sick/prevention.html 
  “It is important to remember 
that we MUST continue to 
follow social-distancing and 
‘Safer at Home’ guidelines in 
order to Flatten the Curve 
during this COVID-19 Pan-
demic,” Feustel said. “Stay 
Safe and Be Well.” 

Send email to Richard J. 
Pufall at NewsLet-
ter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

COVID-19  
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Says Pamela Feustel, 
Public Health Nurse: 
“We are very fortunate 
here at Bad River 
Health and Wellness 
Center as we do have 
test kits available.” 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html


April 15, 2020                                                                                Page 5 

 

 

Tribal Council 

Mike Wiggins, Jr. 
Chairman 

Mike Berlin 
Vice-Chairman 

Jay McFee 
Secretary 

Etta Burns 
Treasurer 

Barbara Smart 
Senior Member 

Peter Powless 
Senior Member 

Dylan Jennings 
Junior Member 

 

Address 
Bad River Tribe 

72682 Maple Street 
Odanah, WI 54806 

Tribal Mission Statement: 

 To work toward a more progressive, finan-

cially stable government; to maintain Tribal 

Sovereignty; and enable members to progess 

individually, toward a more fulfilling life      

culturally, spiritually, and economically. 

April 4 

Jerry Stafford  

April 8 

Victoria Wherley 

April 10 

Robin Powless 

April 13 

Martin Soulier 

April 15 
Linda Stone  

April 17 
Edward White 

April 24 
Joseph Rose  

April 25 
 Lisa Toman 

April  26 
Gerald White 

 April 28 
Jo Ann Stone  

 

‘Mino-dibishkaan’ to our Elders 

Taking the cake,in April 
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They help keep ‘Bad River Strong’ 

I 
t’s easy to be positive and optimistic when all is right with 
your world. But things haven’t been right for anyone’s 
world for several weeks now. 

  Don’t have to tell you why. COVID-19, the coronavirus, has 
been relentlessly attacking our planet and lately has been hom-
ing in on the United States, in particular. 
   New York City, especially, has been decimated by this horri-
ble virus. At this writing there have been 579,526 reported cas-
es of coronavirus and 23,477 deaths in the United States. 
   Here, on the south shore of Lake Superior, we have been most 
fortunate with just two reported cases of the virus in 
Ashland County and none on the Bad River Reser-
vation. Iron County, our neighbor to the east, has 
had two cases of COVID-19 and, sadly, one death 
in Hurley. 
  Some take great comfort in our tiny virus numbers 
when compared with the rest of our state and nation. 
But it’s much too early to celebrate or throw our-
selves a victory parade. We must continue to stay 
the course and follow the social-distancing guide-
lines. We cannot let our guard down because we 
believe we are insolated from danger by our remote 
location and relatively sparse population. 
   But a little positive thinking, sprinkled with a dash 
of optimism couldn’t hurt, right? 
   And that’s where three special women come into 
play: Pamela Feustel, Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur and 
Jennifer Toribio-Warren, are fighting the good fight here on the 
Bad River Reservation, in distinct but important ways. 
  Feustel and Gerovac-Lavasseur are Public Health Nurses for 
the Bad River Health & Wellness Center. In many ways they 
are the guardian angels of your good health. And they’re not 
going on vacation just because there have been no reported 
COVID-19 cases here.  
  “We remain vigilant on surveillance and are working with our 
county partners to monitor any potential case,” Feustel said. “At 
this time, our clinic is first triaging patients and then scheduling 
appointments if necessary, in order to avoid any unnecessary 
potential exposure. We continue to have full schedules serving 
our community members and ensuring they remain healthy.” 

  Feustel reminds all that COVID-19 might be small in numbers 
here but residents of The Reservation must remain on guard. 
  “It is important for the community to understand how serious 
this virus is,” Feustel said. “We can all do our part to ensure 
that the community remains as healthy as possible during this 
pandemic. It is recommended that all community members fol-
low posted guidance, and of course, call if they have any ques-
tions.” 
   Along with sound medical advice, she offered some positive 
words to live by: 

  “While it can be difficult, please continue to fol-
low the ‘Safer at Home’ guidance,” she said. “As a 
community, we will get through this together. We 
will remain Bad River Strong.” 
   Toribio-Warren is the executive director of the 
Bad River Housing Authority. A recent memo from 
her office gave both optimism and financial relief to 
about 170 Tribal families. 
  “In this time of hardship, the Bad River Housing 
Authority (BRHA) will suspend all rent and other 
payments due for the month of April. Suspending 
such payments during April is an important step in 
helping the community survive this historically dif-
ficult time. BRHA hopes this will help provide some 
peacefulness, as you will need to provide for your 
family.”  
  This gesture by the BRHA was timely, generous, 

compassionate, thoughtful, sensitive, meaningful and certainly 
much needed. 
  In another positive move, the Bad River Tribal Council was 
quick to act. On March 17, Chairman Mike Wiggins, Jr. and the 
Council declared a Public Health Emergency. That vital action 
told everyone that this is, indeed, serious. 
  So, if you’re self-quarantined at home, missing your old life 
and feeling a bit lonely, remember this: 
   Pamela, Tina, Jennifer and the Tribal Council are with you. 
 
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

  

By Richard J. Pufall 
For the Bad River Band 

To get “Drum Beats,” the news-

letter for the Bad River Band, text your 

email address to 920-857-4673, or send 

email to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 
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An Extra-Effort Easter  
F 

or Esie Leoso-Corbine and her 
team of staffers, the impossible 
turned out to be just difficult but 

quite doable on Thursday, April 9 at the 
Bad River Elderly Center. 
  “It was an awesome day and I know 
when we first started my staff were 
probably saying, ‘What did she get us 
into!’ ” said Leoso-Corbine, the Direc-
tor of the Social & Family Services  
Department. “Needless to say, I never 
doubted their mad skills in making the 
homemade Easter Baskets for our El-
ders!” 
  This A-Team of staffers made 101 bag 
lunches and baskets – 46 went to the 
homebound and 55 were ticketed for 
curbside pick-up. 
  And this amazing team effort drew the 
praise of Michael Wiggins, Jr., Bad 
River’s Tribal Chairman, who sent the 
following email to Leoso-Corbine: 
  “Esie, thank you so much for all that 
you and your staff are doing!” he wrote. 
“I’m always amazed by the heart and 
soul that our Social Services Depart-
ment puts into the work that they do on 
behalf of our people. Our elders are pre-
cious and seeing this effort definitely 
affirms that fact! Miigwech!”  
                        — Bay City News Service 

More photos below, on Page 8 
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Ray Couture 

Bridgette Bigboy 

Heidi-Beth Burns 

Maggie Morrison 

Gina Secord 
& 

Jessenia Smart 

(A selfie) 
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Esie Leoso- 
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What’s your story? 

If you know of a good story from the 

Bad River Community that needs to be 

told in “Drum Beats,” just send an email 

to NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call  

920-857-4673. 

 

 

 

  In this changing time in our world, NWI is re-
sponding in a positive, productive and proactive 
way. Every day, 7 days a week for the next sev-
eral weeks, we will offer our Native Wellness 
Power Hour at 2 p.m. Central Time. Storytell-
ing, workshops, teachings and more! Our goal is 
to keep healing and wellness at the forefront 
for individuals, families and communities as we 
move through this pandemic in a good way. 
  Please tune in each day at 2 p.m. on our Na-
tive Wellness Institute Facebook page, we'll go 
Live. Each week we will have a new flyer an-
nouncing the next lineup.The videos will be 
available on the homepage of our                
website (scroll to the bottom of the page for 
the videos). The videos will also be available on 
our YouTube channel. 

https://www.facebook.com/NativeWellnessInstitute/
https://www.nativewellness.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgkpaoRe7eatqYpcRVBXq7w/videos
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‘Drum Beats,’ Deadline! 

To get your news item in the next edi-

tion of “Drum Beats,” send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov or call 

920-857-4673 by noon on: 

April 23 
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Care for your mental health, too! 
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Place Your To-Go Order! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Page 28                                                                           April 15, 2020                             

 

Continued below, on Page 29 
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‘End’ Quote 
The Bad River Domestic & Sexual Abuse Program shares this statement for the week. These weekly 
statements address various issues, concerns and thoughts that we hope you will read and consider 
why it was written: 

  “It’s when we start working together that the 
real healing takes place.” ~ David Hume 

 
Watch for the next statement in the April 29 newsletter.  If you have a statement you would like to 
share, feel free to send it to Heidi-Beth Burns, Coordinator/DV & SA Advocate & Legal Lay Advo-
cate, Bad River Domestic Abuse Program. Send email to brdap@badriver-nsn-gov 
 

  

 

“Drum Beats,”  
is the newsletter for the Bad 

River Band of Lake Superior 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 

  Drum Beats is circulated   

every other Wednesday 

throughout the year and is 

produced by The Bay City 

News Service of Ashland, Wis. 

Send email to 

NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 

 or call 920-857-4673. 
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