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Water Resources

We tlan ds & Lake s 
The r e  are  five  m ajor w e tlan d type s m appe d in  the  vicinity of 
Enbridge ’s Lin e  5 right-of-w ay through the  CNNF.  Five  
de e pw ate r lake s, in clu din g the  Bladde r Lake  an d the  Barksdale  
Pon ds State  Natu ral Are a, are  w ithin  close  ran ge  of Lin e  5.  
Bladde r Lake  is a tradition al ogaa (w alle ye ) fishe ry, bu t doe s 
n ot cu rr e n tly su pport a large  e n ou gh popu lation  for 
su s te n an ce .  Com bin e d, the se  lake s cove r abou t e le ve n  acre s, 
bu t are  s u rrou n de d by and support othe r rare  an d e nde m ic 
e cosyst e m s.  Associate d com m u n itie s in clu de :  e m e rge n t, 
su bm e rge n t, an d shore lin e  com m u n itie s, m atu rin g re d an d 
w hite  pin e  fore s t, an d ke ttle  bogs.  At le ast e ight e m e rge n t/w e t 
m e adow s are  pre se n t n e arby the  pipe lin e  corridor, an d cove r an 
e stim ate  of 18.5-acre s.  Eve ry w e tlan d com m u n ity supports 
rare  m e dicin e  plan ts that are  on ly fou n d in  the s e  s e n sitive  and 
scatt e r e d habitats.  Change s in  hydrological and biological 
profile  of w ate r re sou rce s can  pre ve n t the m  from  su pportin g 
valu able  e cosyste m  se rvice s. 
 
He adw ate rs 
The  drain age  basin s of five  tribu tarie s of thre e  m ajor str e am s 
that u ltim ate ly drain  in to Lake  Su pe rior are  crosse d by 
Enbridge  Lin e  5 in the  CNNF.  Hill Cre e k an d the  East Fork Iron  
Rive r drain  in to the  Iron  Rive r, a Class I trou t s tr e am .  North Fish 
Cre e k an d He adw ate rs North Fish Cre e k drain in to Fish Cre e k, 
an othe r Class I trou t st re am .  And Whittle s e y Cre e k is an othe r 
Class I trou t s t re am  w ith its he adw ate r s in  the  pipe lin e  corridor.  
The s e  rive rs su pport se ve ral spe cie s of trou t an d salm on.  A 
thorou gh e xam in ation  an d u n de rs tan din g of the  pote n tial for 
the  pipe lin e  an d associate d activitie s to dam age  the se  sacre d 
w ate rw ays an d the  gre at Gichigam i itse lf, is e s se n tial to 
prote ctin g the  re sou rce  for the  n e xt se ve n ge n e ration s. 
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