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Treaty & Cultural Resources for the Seventh Generation
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Map B.  Awasiinyag

Potential Wildlife ImpactsAwasiinyag (anim als/wildlife) are an im portant com ponen t of th e Ch equam eg on -Nicolet National Forest (CNNF), 
and th e cultural lifeways of th e Ojibw e people.  Th e CNNF is with in the boundaries of th e 1854 Ceded Territory, 
w h ich entitles sig natory tribes (including  Bad River Band) to wild harvestin g rig h ts.  Bad River Band is also 
currently involved in th e Aagask (sh arp-tailed grouse) restoration project, with  Red Cliff Band, U .S. Forest 
Service, Wisconsin Dept of Natural Resources, and the Sharptail Grouse Society as partners.  This area is h om e to 
at least one federally listed endan gered species, one th reatened species, and at least six species of concern.  
Both the Bad River Band and th e U SFS have invested too m uch effort into protecting and restoring  wildlife and 
habitat, to not tak e a closer look at th e im pacts th e pipeline h as an d could have on th ese precious sh ared 
resources. 

Binesh iinyag 
Im portant Bird Areas & Stopover Initiative 
 
Bad River Reservation is hom e to a g lobally 
Im portant Bird Area (IBA)- th e Bad River-
Kakagon Sloug h s Com plex-and so is th e 
Ch equam eg on-Nicolet National Forest – th e 
Moquah Barrens.  As IBAs, th ese areas are 
supposed to be left undisturbed as m uch  as 
possible.  Boundaries of IBAs can also be used 
to inform  EISs and EAs.  
 
Another tool th at is useful for developin g a 
com preh ensive EIS or EA are th e datasets 
developed by th e Wiscon sin Stopover Initiative.  
Th ese sites w ere identified by a group of local 
and state bird experts as bein g critical stops for 
m ig ratory birds in the Great Lak es Basin.  Tier I 
sites w ere estim ated to support >10,000 birds, 
Tier II support 1000-10,000 birds per season, 
and so on.   
 
It is recom m ended th at an EIS or EA be 
developed, in order to explore th e various 
possible scenarios th at could result as a 
consequence of renewin g th e perm it for a 
pipeline th roug h  th is internationally recog nized 
bird habitat.  Birds, in Ojibwe culture, are 
m essen gers from  earth  to the spirit world, so it 
is of great im portance to con sider h ow 
installation, continued m aintenance, and all 
poten tial incidents along a pipeline can affect 
their habitat for th e next seven generations. 
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